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]\Iichigan  Historic^J  Commission 
Office  of  the  Secretary 

Lansing,  >.Iichigan,  January  1,  1914. 

To  His  Excellency,  AYoodbridge  N.  Ferris, 

Gcjvernor  of  the  State  of  I\fichigan: 

Sir — In  accordance  with  Section  9  of  Act  No.  271, 
Public  Acts  of  1913,  we  have  the  honor  to  submit  to 
you  herewith  the  first  annual  report  of  the  Michigan 
Historical  Comirnission,  covering  the  period  from  May 
28,  1913  to  Decem.ber  31,  1913^ 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  ]\I.  BuRTOX,  President 
W.  L.  Jenks,  Vice  President 
Fii.vNK  A.  O'Brien,  LL.  D. 
Edwin  O.  Wood 
Lawton  T.  Hermans 
Claude  PL  Van  Tyne,  Ph.  D. 
George  XevnMan  Fili^er,  Ph.  D.,  Secretary 

April  1,  1914. 
.  Approved . 

Vv^oodbridge  N.  Ferris 

Governor. 
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INCEPTION  OF  THE  com:mission 

The  Commission  has  stated  briefly  in  its  Bulletin 
No.  1  the  essentials  about  the  organization,  adminis- 
tration and  aims  of  the  Department.  The  causes 
operating  to  create  the  Department  may  appropri- 
ately be  here  restated.  They  are  partly  local  and 
;  partly  general.     The  latter  are  in  scope  almost  world- 

I  wide.    Of  these  the  most  striking  is  the  gradual  growth 

of  the  scientihc  conception  of  history.    Indeed  the  his- 
I  tory  of  the  changes  in  the  conception  of  history  itself, 

i  as  reflected  in  the  thinking  of  succeeding  ages,  is  one 

'  of  the  most  instructive  chai^ters  in  the  evolution  of 

world  history. 

A    fundamental    series    of    operations    involved    in 

the    modern    idea    of    history    consists  in    collecting, 

;  preserving,    editing    and    publishing    original    sources 

I  of  knowledge.     For    local    history    there    are,    among 

i  other  sources,  the  official  records  in  the  public  deposi- 

!  tories  of  the  state,   the  comities,   the  townsliips,   the 

cities  and  the  villages.    From  these  records,  v/hen  they 

I  are  ready  for  the  use  of  scholars,  the  internal  history 

I  •  of  the  state  and  the  nation  must  be  largely  rewritten. 

I  To    prepare   these   materials   for   this    use    is    very 

properly   one    of   the    functions    of   govermnent,    and 

following  the  initiative  of  our  national   government. 

prompted  by  the  leaders  of  the  American  Historical 

Association,  many  states  of  the  Union  have  established 

for  this  purpose  Historical  Commissions,  or  Depart- 
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iperts  of  History  and  Archives. ^  Back  of  this  move- 
ment in  these  states  there  have  invariably  been  also 
the  leaders  in  the  state  historical  societies  and  in  the 
historical  departments  of  the  state  universities.  In 
Michigan  the  movement  v/as  hastened  b}'  Governor 
Osborn's  veto,  hi  1911,  of  the  appropriation  miade 
to  carry  on  the  work  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and 
Historical  Society.  The  leaders  of  that  society  there- 
upon brought  to  a  successful  issue  the  formation  of 
the  iMichigan  Historical  Commiission. 

Chief  among  the  local  causes  of  this  action  v/as 
the  tmsatisfactory  relation  between  the  Society  and 
the  State  government.  Almost  from  the  time  of  the 
organization  of  the  Society  in  1874  the  State  appro- 
priated to  it  annually  moneys  varying  from  S500  to 
S4000,  principally  for  trie  publication  of  an  annual 
volume  of  papers  and  doCum.ents.  In  due  course 
the  Society  had  a  valuable  collection  in  its  books, 
manuscripts  and  museum,  but  it  remained  a  private 
corporation,  in  the  management  of  whose  altairs  the 
State  had  no  voice.  The  Society  was  legally  free 
to  dispose  of  its  property  at  any  time.  This  seemed 
wrong  and  the  Directors  of  the  Society  decided  that- 
action  should  be  taken  to  establish  the  Society  as 
the  trustee  of  the  State  so  far  as  related  to  the  property 
acquired  by  it. 

At  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society    in  June 

^A-inonf]^  the  states  now  hp.ving  institutions  similar  to  a  Depart- 
ment of  History  and  Archives  are  notably  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
Illinois,  Indiana,  •Mississippi,  Maine,  New  Jersey,  Xew  York. 
North  CaroHna,  South  Carohna,  Texas,  Virginia.  West  Virpnia 
and  Wisconsin. 
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1912,   Arlicle   I    of   the    Articles    of    Association   was 
araencled  as  follows: 

Article  I.  "The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be 
the  IMichigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  vSociety,  and  all 
the  property  which  it  has  or  may  acquire  by  gift, 
purchase  or  otherwise,  shall  be  held  by  the  Society 
in  trust  for  the  Siate  of  Michigan." 

Article    VIII    oi    the    Articles    of    Association    was 
amended  to  read:     "The  property,  affairs  and  business 
of  the  Society  shall  be  under  the  general  charge  and 
management   of   a   board   of   eleven   trustees,    one   of 
I  whom  shall  be  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  ^liehigan, 

1  ex    ofhcio:    the    others    shall    be    elected    at    the    an- 

I  nual  meeting  of  the    Society  to  hold   for  two   years 

and  until  their  successors  are  elected  and  qualified. 
At  the  first  election  luider  this  amendm.ent,  one-half 
of  the  number  shall  be  elected  for  one  year  and  one- 
half  for  two  years.  Five  tiTistees  shall  constitute 
i  a    quorum    for    the    transaction    of    business    at    any 

I  meeting.     The   Board   of   Trustees   shall  have   povrer 

j  to  appoint  a  Secretary  an.d  a  Treasurer  to  hold  office 

during  the  pleasure  of  the  Board  and  with  such  salary 
as  they  may  determine." 

These  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees were  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Society.- 

Hon.    Henry    R.    Pattengill    of    Lansing,    formerly 

Superintendent    of    Public    Instruction    in    Michigan 

and  for  a  generation  one  of  the  most  active  workers 

in  the   interests   of   the  public   schools   of  the   State, 

!  had  for  many  years  given  his  services  to  the  Society 

i  as    Secretarv.     The  work    had,    however,    long    since 

1 

I 


m- 
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assumed' such  large  proportions  that  a  paid  assistant, 
Mrs.  INI.  B.  Ferrey,  had  for  some  years  been  employed 
by  the  Society. 

After  this  action  was  taken  the  Directors  felt  that 
better  and  more  permanent  results  could  be  obtained 
if  a  State  Commission  or  Department  should  be 
established  to  take  over  and  manage  the  property 
interests  of  the  Society,  and  have  a  permianent  appro- 
priation vrhich  would  enable  the  emiployment  of 
competent  assistants  and  the  carrying  otit  of  mattu'ed 
plans.  A  commiittee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  bill 
for  these  purposes. 


LEGISLATIVE  HISTORY  AND  ORGAXIZATIOX 

From  the  inception  of  the  idea  of  a  Historical 
Commission  for  Michigan,  the  sympathy  of  Governor 
Ferris  Vvdth  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  miovement 
and  the  encouragemient  given  by  him  through  every 
phase  vof  the  legislative  history  of  the  bill  Vv'ere  of 
large  accotmt  in  imipressing  the  measure  upon  the 
attention  of  a  generous  legislature.  On  February 
10,  1913,  the  measure  vras  introduced  in  the  House 
by  Mr.*  Dwight  G.  F.  Wanier,  as  House  bill  Xo.  327. 
(Hbtise  Jour.  1.38-1).  On  April  19  the  bill  was  passed 
withotit  a  single  dissenting  vote,  and  on  motion  of 
Air.  Charles  W.  Smith  was  ordered  to  take  immediate 
eilect,  (Hotise  Jour.  II.  1807).  On  the  same  day  it 
was  transmdtted  to  the  Senate,  and  on  April  24  it 
passed  the  Senate  withotit  a  dissenting  vote  and  was 
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I  ordered  to  take  immediate  effect.     (Senate  Jour.   ]]. 

I  2005)..    ?vlay  8  it  received  the  signature  of  Governor 

I  Woodbridge     X.    Ferris,     and     became     Public     Act 

\  No.  271.^ 

I  Acting  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  establish- 

I  ing  the  Commission,  Govei'nor  Ferris  at  once  appointed 

i  its  members,  who  met  and  organized  on  i\Iay  28,  1913. 

I  The  meeting  w*as  held   in   the   executive   chamber 

I  in  the  Capitol  at  Lansing.     There  were  present  the 

I  Governor,    Clarence   M.    Burton   of   Detroit,    V\"illiam 

}  L.  jenks  of  Port  Huron,  the  Right  Rev.   Monsignor 

i  Frank  A.  O'Brien  of  Kalamazoo,  Edwin  O.  Wood  of 

\  Flint.  Lavv^ton  T.  Hemans  of  Mason,  and  Claude  H. 

I  Van  Tyne  ot  Ann  Arbor. 

I  By    unanimous    request    of    the    Commission,    the 

i  Governor,  who  is  by  law  ex  ofticio  a  member  of  the 

i  Commission,   acted  as  chairman  pro  tem. 

I  Professor  Van  Tyne  w^as  made  Secretary  pro  tem. 

j  Clarence    3,1.    Burton,    President    ot    the    ^lichigan 

i  Pioneer    and    Historical    Society,    was    unanimoush^ 

elected  President  of  the  Cornmiission. 

V\"illiam  L.  Jenks,  Vice  President  of  the  Michigan 

Pioneer    and    Historical    Society,    was    unanimously 

elected  Vice  President  of  the  Commission. 
I  Dr.    George   Newman  Fuller  of  the   University   of 

Michigan  vras  imanimously  elected  Secretary  of  the 

Commission. 

It  was  voted  that  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Com- 


-This  Act  is  printed  in  full  in  the  Commission's  Bulletin  Xo.   1. 
copies  of  which  can  be  had  by  addressing;  the  Michigan  Historical 


Commission,  Lansing.  ^Michigan. 
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mission  should  be  held  in  the  first  week  of  July,  and 
within  every  three  months  thereafter. 

Mr.  Jenks  was  appointed  to  prepare  the  necessary 
forms  for  the  transfer  of  the  property  and  effects  of 
the  Alichigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  to  the 
State,  and  to  see  to  the  execution  of  the  same. 

Airs.  AI.  B.  Ferrey,  then  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Pioneer  and  Historical  vSociety,  was  unanim.ously 
elected  Curator  of  the  Museum. 

Mr.  Jenks  and  Mr.  Wood  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  rules,  to  report  at  a  special  meeting  to  be 
held  Tune  5,  1913. 


SPECIAL   MEETING,   JUNE   5,    1913 

This  meeting  was  held  in  the  Lieutenant  Governor's 
office  in  the  Capitol  at  Lansing.  There  were  present 
Governor  Ferris,  and  Commxissioners  Burton,  Jenks. 
O'Brien  and  Wood.  Commissioners  Hemans  and  Van 
Tyne  were  unavoidably  absent'. 

The  choice  of  the  date  v/as  determined  by  the  date 
of  the  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  Pioneer  and 
Historical  Society.  As  the  Commissioners  present 
were  also  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Society,  the  larger  part  of  the  available  time .  was 
spent  in  session  with  ihat  Board.  Plie  executive 
work  which  most  needed  attention  concerned  the 
adjustment  of  relations  between  the  Society  and  the 

^Professor  \'an  Tyne  was  oti  the  eve  of  departure  for  Europe, 
expectin;;:^  nor  to  return  until  the  end  of  the  summer  of  1914. 
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Commission,  in  particular  as  to  the  ];rope!-ty  of  the 
Society.  At  this  session  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
WilUam  L.  Jenks,  in  accordance  v;ith  a  resolution 
adopted  at  the  Ma}^  meeting  of  the  Commission, 
presented  for  consideration  the  following  bill  of  sale: 
I  "Be    it    known    that    the    Michigan    Pioneer    and 

Historical  Society,  a  .  corporation  organized  under 
the  laws  of  jXIichigan,  by  its  President  thereof  duly 
.authorized  does  hereby  give,  grant,  sell,  and  assign 
to  the  State  of  ^Michigan  all  the  property  of  every 
kind,  character  and  descriotion  which  it  novv^  ovrns 
or  has  under  its  control,  giving  and  granting  to  the 
State  of  Michigan  said,  property  to  have  and  to  hold 
forever. 

''The  pur|)ose  of  this  instrum.ent  is  to  carry  out 
the  intent  of  said  Society  indicated  by  resolutions 
duly  passed  by  its  inembers  and  in  recognition  of  the 
fact  that  the  funds  wdth  v/hich  the  said  property  was 
acquired  were  given  by  the  State  of  Michigan  through 
legislative  appropriations  over  a  long  period  of  years, 
and  in  recognition  of  the  propriet\^  of  the  property 
so  acquired  being  legally  vested  in  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan. 

''In  witness  whereof  the  Mdchigan  Pioneer  and 
Historical  Society  has  caused  these  presents  to  be 
signed  by  its  President  the  5th  day  of  June  in  the 
year  1913. 

(Signed)    C.  M.  BURTON, 
President  of  the  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society." 
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On  motion  of  Commissioner  Frank  A,  O'Brien,  the 
Society  ratified  this  deed^ 

In  this  session  of  the  Commission  one  of  the  most 
important  steps  taken,  was  the  adoption  of  the  by-laws 
submitted  by  a  committee  composed  of  Commissioners 
Jenks  and   Wood.^ 


MINUTES  OF  THE  MEETING  HELD   AUGUST 

6,,  1913 

The  first  regukir  meeting  of  the  Commission  was 
held  in  the  executive  chrunber  in  the  Capitol  at  Lan- 
sing Arigust  6,  1913;  present,  Governor  Ferris,  and 
Commissioners  Burton,  Jenks,  O'Brien,  Wood  and 
Hemans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood  it  w^as  voted  to  accept 
the  invitation  of  the  Mackinac  Island  State  Park 
Commission  to  assist  in  determining  and  marking ' 
historic  sites  on  the  Island  and  in  selecting  historic 
names  associated  with  tlie  Island  to  give  to  its  paths, 
drives,  vistas,  lookouts,  etc;  and  on  motion  of  Com- 
missioner O'Brien  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
to  the  Park  Commission  for  this  invitation. 

A  set  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Col- 
lections was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wood,  loaned  indefin- 
itely to  Mrs.  Mina  Humphrey  Varnum,  whose  charm- 

*See  Proceedings  of  tiic  MicJiigan  Pioneer  and  Plistorical  Society 
for  1912  Old  1913,  published  by  the  Commission. 

^Thcse  bv-laws  are  printed  in  full  in  the  Commission's  Bulletin 
No.  1,  pp.  17-20. 
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i  ing  writings  in  the  Dotr^rt  f^-atiirday  Night  end  ehc- 

I  where  have  done  uinch   to  foster  an  interest  in  the 

I  rornanee  of  early  i^;Hchigan  history. 

I  It  was  voted,   on  motion  of  Mr.   Wood,   that  the 

I  Secretary  be  in.strueted  to  cornmunieate  with  leading 

I  citizens  of  Jackson  relative  to  securing  the  coopera- 

I  tion  of  that  eitv  witli  the  vState  to  preserve  as  a  me- 

I  niorial    the    home  of    former  Governor  Blair,  and  to 

I  report  upon  the  same  to  Governor  Ferris. 

I  On    the    recommendation    of    l\Ir.    Burton    it    was 

I  ordered  that  S200  be  paid  to  }^Ir.  W.  G.  Leland  of  the 

t  Department   of  Historical   Research  in  the   Carnegie 

I  Institution  at  Washington   to   assist  in  carrying  out 

1  the  cooperative  plans  of  transcribing  from  the  French 

archives  materials  relating  to  tlie  histor}^  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  during  the  period  of  French  occu- 
pation. 

Commissioners    Burton,    Jenks    and     O'Brien    were 
made  a  committee  to  pass  upon  a  bulletin  submitted 
j  by  the  Secretary  relating  to  the  inception,  organiza- 

I  tion  and  work  of  the  Michigan  Historical  Commission. 

I  Commissioner  Jenks  and   the   Secretar\'  Avere  con- 

stituted a  committee  to  pass  upon  a  bulletin  submitted 
,;  by   the    Secretary   relating   to    the    organization    and 

j  work  of  local  historical  societies  in  Michigan. 
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MINUTES  OF  TEE  MEETING  HELD  OCTOBER 

7,   1913 

Oil  October  7,  191v3,  the  Tnembers  of  the  Commission 
were  guests  of  the  Righit  Rev.  iMonsigiior  I'rank  A. 
O'Brien  at  his  residence  in  Kalamazoo.  The  regular 
October  meeting  was  held,  on  that  date  at  Nazareth 
Academy  in  Kalamazoo  and  at  the  home  of  Com- 
missioner O'Brien.  Those  present  besides  the  ho^t 
were:  Governor  Ferris,  and  Commissioners  Burton, 
Jenks  and  Wood. 

It  was  voted  on  motion  of  Comnnissioner  "Wood 
that  all  publications  distributed  by  the  Commission 
shoukl  be  sent  to  the  consignee  free  of  all  trans- 
portation charges,  as  provided  by  law. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  O'Brien  it  was  ordered 
that  any  publications  distributed  by  tlie  Commission, 
might  at  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  be  loaned 
indefinitely  to  all  libraries  contemplated  by  law  which 
should  have  less  than  500  volumes;  provided,  that 
if  such  libraries  cease  to  exist  in  connection  ^vith  the 
original  institution  or  some  institution  contemplated. 
by  law  the  volumes  shall  become  State  property; 
provided  also,  that*  in  loaning  single  volumes  the 
cost  of  transportation  shall  be  paid  by  the  consignee; 
provided  also,  that  the  volumes  of  the  ^Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Flistorical  Collections  and  the  volumes 
of  the  Michigan  Flistorical  Commission  be  sold  ar 
any  time  to  any  person  at  tlie  uniform  price  of  Si 
per  volume. 
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I  A  bet  of  ihe  Michigan  Pi-jneer  and  Hiotorical  Col- 

I  lections    were    presented    to    St.    Mary's    University, 

i  Baltimore,  Alaryland,  and  a  set  also  to  the  University 

I  of  Notre  Dame,   Notre  Dame,   Indiana,  in   exchange 

I  ,          for  the  publications  of  those  institutions. 

f  It  was  ordered  tliat  a  set  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer 

I 

I  and   Historical   Collections   be   loaned   indefinitely   to 

I  the  librarv  of  anv  educational  institution  in  Michigan 

I  upon  request  from   the  proper  authority,   to  become 

I  the    permanent    possession    of    said    library    ^sdien    it 

I  shall  contain  500  volumes. 

I  The  sum  of  S3 00  was  set  aside  for  the  purchase  of 

|,  such  cases  cincl  supplies  as  might  be  needed  to  secure 

a   more   efficient   arrangement   of  the   objects   in   the 
museum. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  following  committees  be 
apx^iointed:  on  finance  and  auditing,  on  purchasing, 
on  employing,  and  on  publishing. 

The  Commission  approved  of  appointments  made 
by  President  Burton  to  a  joint  committee  relative 
to  ^Mackinac  Island,  submitted  as  follov/s:  Commis- 
sioners "William  L.  Jenks  and  Frank  A.  O'Brien  are 
this  day,  September  24,  1913,  appointed  by  me, 
Clarence  ]\I.  Burton,  as  President  of  the  Historical 
Commission,  members  of  a  joint  committee  of  the 
Historical  Commission  and  the  ]\Iackinac  Island  State 
Park  Commission  to  serve  with  Mr.  Ira  A.  Adams  of 
Bellaire  and  IMr.  Edwin  0.  Wood  of  Flint  appointed 
by  President  A.  O.  Joplin  of  the  latter  Commission^ 
to  select  and  recommend  names  of  historical  charac- 
ters  connected   with    the   earlv   historv   of   ^Mackmac 
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Islaijd .  wliicii  should  be  [.^iven  to  lookouts,  roads, 
drives,  streets,  paths,  vistas,  groves,  etc.,  on  iMackinac 
Island. 

It  v/as  ordered  that  all  suitable  duplicates  now  in 
the  museum  at  Lansing  be  forv/arded  to  the  con- 
templated museum  on  Mackinac  Island  when  that 
museum  shall  be  ready  to  receive  them. 

The  reprinting  of  furtlier  volumes  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Collections  was  ordered  sus- 
pended for  the  present,  in  order  that  the  Vv^ork  on  trie 
new  publications  of  the  Commdssion  might  be  pushed 
more  rapidh-. 

It  was  voted  that  an  entire  nevv^  index,  constructed 
upon  the  most  approved  principles  of  indexing,  be 
made  for  the  3S  volmnes  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer 
and  Historical  Collections  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Papers  read  at  the  meetings  of  the  Pioneer  and 
Historical  Society  were  ordered  to  be  included  in  a 
publication  to  be  called  ''Proceedings  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society." 

The  Commission  voted  to  cooperate  with  all  inter- 
ested societies  of  southwestern  Michigan  and  northern 
Indiana  in  excavating  near  the  site  of  old  Fort  St. 
Joseph  for  the  recovery  of  the  remains  of  the  missionary 
Allouez  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  buried  in  tit  at 
vicinity. 

A  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Coat- 
mi  ssioner  O'Brien  and  to  the  Sisters  and  officers  of 
Nazareth  Academy  and  to  Very  Reverend  John 
Cavanaugh,  C.  S.  C.  D.  D.  of  the  University  of  Notre 
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i  Dame,  for  the  very  cordial  reception  and  eutcitaiiimc-nt 

I  9;ivcn  to  the  Mic}iiG;an  Historical  Commission. 

I 
f 
i 

I       • 

I  '       .     PUBLICITY 

One  of  the  earhest  steps  taken  by  the  Commission 

Vv'as  to  more  fully  acquaint  the  people  with  the  Com.- 

mission's  nature  and  purpose  in  order   to  gain    their 

I  more  active  cooperation  and  support.     Bulletin  No.  1, 

I  already  mentioned,  set  forth  the  inception,  organiza- 

I  tion,  administration  and  aims  of  the  Commission.     It 

I  printed  in  full   the   act  establishing  that  body,    also 

I  the  by-laws.     It  contained  a  brief  discussion  of  plans 

^  for  collecting,  housing  and  publishing  historical  mia- 

terials,    for   the    distribution   of   its   publications,    for 

service  to  the  general  public  through  an  information 

bureau,    for    cooperating    with    schools,    clubs,    local 

societies   and   societies   of   a   similar  nature   in   other 

states,  and  of  making  the  museum  of  larger  usefulness 

to  the  people. 

An  edition  of  five  thousand  copies  of  this  Bulletin 
was  printed.  A  copy  was  sent  to  every  newspaper 
and  periodical  in  Michigan,  to  each  State  officer 
and  member  of  the  legislature,  to  the  oflicers  and 
history  teachers  of  Michigan  schools  and  colleges, 
to  the  County  Commissioners  of  Schools,  to  Michigan 
granges  and  public  libraries,  to  historical  societies, 
commissions  and  libraries  of  other  states  and  to  a 
large  number  of  individuals  and  educators  at  home 
and  abroad. 
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Before. the  publication  of  Bulletin  No.  1  there  was 
sent  to  every  newspaper  and  periodical  in  Michigan 
the  follovring  circular: 

The  ^^lichigan  Historical  Coniiiiission  wish  to  be  of  service 
to  yoit,  and  to  tlic  |.>iiblic  throii,C;h  your  paper. 

Three  obvious  means  appear:  (1)  To  send  to  your  paper 
from  time  to  time  items  of  hve  historical  interest  gleaned  from 
all  parts  of  Michigan;  (2)  To  stimulate  \'0ur  rcador.^,  to  do  the 
same;  (3)  To  preserve  a  complcix  file  of  }'our  paper  in  the  news- 
paper department  of  tlie  Commission,  vhich  is  collecting  one 
of  the  most  A'aluable  bodies  of  liistorical  material  to  be  four.d 
in  the  ^li6^^e  West. 

A  Bulletin  of  information  about  the  work  of  the  Commission 
is  being  prepared,  to  be  distributed  to  all  interested.  If  you 
desire  it,  kindh"  notify  the  Commission  on  the  enclosed  card, 
stating  also  whether  you  are  willing  to  insert  gratis  in  your  paper 
once  a  month  during  the  coming  3'ear  the  following  notice: 

To  the  People  of  Micliigan: 

The  ■Michigan  Historical  Commission,  established  by  the 
last  legislature,  wish  to  communicate  with  e\'ery  person  who  has 
in  his  or  her  possession  old  newspaper  files,  pamphJets,  letters, 
diaries,  account  books,  local  histories  and  atlases,  museum  objects 
illustrative  of  Michigan  or  of  Michigan  people,  anything  what- 
ever of  value  for  the  history  of  Michigan.  The  Commission 
is  composed  ol  Governor  AV.  N.  Ferris,  Clarence  ^I.  Burton, 
Wilham  L.  Jenks,  Frank  A.  O'Brien,  Edwin  O.  Wood,  Lawton 
T.  Hemans,  and  Claude  FI.  Van  Tyne,  Address,  The  Michigan 
Historical  Comniission,  Lan^sing,  r\Iichigan.   . 

A  generotis  response  was  received,  which  was 
acknowdedged  by  the  Commission  in  the  following 
circular  mailed  wdth  Bulletin  No.  1. 

The  Fhstorical  Commission  most  highly  appreciates  the  recent 
generous  response  of  the  press  to  the  publicity  needs  of  the 
Commdssion.     It  would  be  a  favor  as  highly  esteemed  if  as  time 
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^  and  space  permit,  you  would  feature  m  your  valued  pablicatlon 

f  the  brief  articles  Ol  bujlctia  No.  1.     The  items  would  in  this  way 

I  reach   a   wide  circle   of  interesled  readers  whonj   otlicrwise  the 

I  Commission  could  not  reach  but  desires  to  serve.     Your  attention 

I  is  specially  requested  to  page  35  of  this  Ixilletin. 

I  It  is  the  desire  of  the  Commission  that  at  least  the 

I  most  prominent  newspaper  of  each  comity  in  ?Jichigan 

I  shall  be  received  for  its  files.     At  present  the  Com- 

I  mission    regularly    receives    many    of    the    prom.incnt 

[  newspapers    of    the    State.     In    Bulletin    No.    1    the 

I  Commission    has    already    called    attention     to    the 

I  ...  ,       . 

I  historical  importance  of  this  material  atid  emphasized 

the  need  of  collecting  not  only  contemporary  news- 
papers but  even  tlie  fugitive  sheets  of  all  the  im.portant 
papers  and  periodicals  that  have  been  publislied  from 
earliest  times  in  Alichigan.'^ 


]\IUSEUM  COLLECTION     . 

The  museum  is  greath/  in  need  of  larger  quarters. 
The  present  collections  if  properly  displayed  would 
require  four  times  as  much  space  as  they  occupy 
now.  The  sum  of  S300  wdiich  was  set  aside  l^y  the 
Commission  is  being  used  to  make  the  more  imperative 
improvemients  in  casing  the  displays.  A  catalog  of" 
the  museum  is  being  constructed  on  plans  consonant, 
with  methods  favored  by  the  American  Association 
of  Museums,  of  which  this  ^luseum  is  a  sustaining 
member. 


^Bulletin  No.  1,  pp.  24-25. 
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A  large  pare  of  ine  educational  value  of  a  museum 
depends  of  course  upon  the  nature  of  the  oljjects  in 
it,  and  upon  the  manner  in  which  they  are  displayed, 
but  a  primary  desideratum  is  to  get  the  objects. 
That  is  the  present  problem  of  the  Commission's 
museum.  BuUetin  No.  1  (pp.  v39-4r)  has  ahxady 
briefly  considered  its  present  status,  and  the  forth- 
coming catalog  will  do  so  in  satisfying  detail. 

The  Curator  of  the  museum,  Mrs.  IM.  B.  FeiTey, 
reports  the  following  articles  added  to  the  musemn 
during  the  past  two  years  since  January  1912: 

Snuff  Box 

Ovv'ned  by  Lucy  Bcals,  bom  Aug.  7,  1798.  Presented  by  her 
grand aiighter  P'vlrs.   Leonora  Cliambcrlain,   Hartford,   ]\I:ch. 

Ciieck 

Dravv'n  on  the  Michigan  Lisnrance  Bank  for  $188. 5v0  for 
Plouse  expenses.  Dated  No\'.  1,  1865.  Presented  by 
George  Clark,  Lansing 

Pigeon  Net 

Presented  by  Miss  Emma  Wilson,  Northport.  Used  abour 
1883  by  Waiter  S.  Wilson 

Peninsular  Raih,vay  Excursion  Ticket,  and  Campaign  Hai. 
From   Lansing  to   Battle   Creek,   July   4,    1870.     Presented 
by  Caleb  Smith,  Lansing 

Pontiac  Weekly  Bill  Poster 

Dated  Feb.  23,  1876.  Account  of  Oakland  County  Pioneer 
Society.     Presented  by  Mrs.  D.  D.  Solis,  Pontiac 

Five  Silver  Buttons 

Presented  by  Miss  Sarah  L.  Burr.  Owned  in  the  famil\' 
since  1838 

Map  of  Michigan,  1838 

Presented  bv  Miss  Sarah  L.  Burr 
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^lulbeny  Plate 

Pi'csented  by  Air';.  Betsey  "Wcblicr,  Lansinp^ 

Flag- 
First    one    carried    by    women    of    La.nsing,    1849.     Dc'vitt 
Union  Daughters  of  Michigan 

Foot-AYarnier 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Betsey  Vv'ebber,  Lansing    .  ,- 

Bead  Bag 

Belonged  to  Mrs.  Catherine  Busier.  Cenler-rille,  St.  Joscjjh 
Co.,  who  came  to  ?vlichigan  in  1836.  Presented  by  her 
da.iighter,  Villetta  L.  Woods 

Constitution  and  Discipline  of  M.  E.  Church,  1854 
'  Small  Bonnet,  Baby's  Shirt,  Pincushion,  Hand  Embroidery,  Quik 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Laura  A.  Ayers,  East  Lansing 

Account  of  Fort  Dearborn  Massacre  by  Lieut.  Helm 
Presented  by  Xell\'  Kinzie  Gordon,  Savannah,  Ga. 

I  Transactions  of  the  New  York  Agricultural  Society,  1850 

I  Presented  by  Mrs.  ]\Iary  E.  Henry,  Albion 

I  Medical  Book  •       .^    ■  ;      ■  •       • 

Presentedby  the  Vv'idow  of  Dr.  Tyler  Hull,  Dimondale,  Mich-. 

j  Surgical  Instrument 

j;  Used  about  1820.     Presented  (as  above) 

Knapsack  .        "       .    '       •     -         ■       . 

Used  in  Civil  War.  Presented  by  Jay  See,   Dimondale,   Mich. 

Four  Campaign  Buttons 

From  Chicago  Convention,  June  1912.     Presented  by  Fred 
Hadrich,  Lansing 

I  One  Bottle  and  One  Jug 

Presented  (as  above) 

\  Silk  Shoes  Side-Laced 

I  Made  in  the  family  of  George  Trary.     Secured  from  Mrs. 

W.  H.  Dodge,  Lansing 
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Glov^  s 

Made  and  ^nvcn  l)y  Indians  I'.j  M.  D.  Skinner,  fornricrly  o: 
Lansing 

Reeds  and  Rattans  for  Skirt 

Presented  by  Miss  Hal  Lie  Nash,  Lansing 

Account  Box 

Kept   by   David   Scott,    DcWitt,    IMich.     Presented  by   his. 
grandson,  Charles  W.  Webb,  postmaster,  DeWitt 

U.  S.Fkg 

Presented  by  Boy  Scouts,  Greenville,  Mich. 

Booklet  "Picturesque  Walloon"  .;  .;      .-    - 

Presented  b}^  H.  IMcConr.ell,  Walloon  Lake 

Indian  Relic 

Found  near  lake,  Livingston  Count}^     Presented  by  R.  W. 

Cooper,  Lansing 

Two  I^ieces  from  the  Charter  Oak 

Presented  by  A.  Warden  Palmer,  Jr.,  Grand  Rapids. 
Piece  of  Atlantic  Cable 

Presented  (as  above)  '    'y    '  l'- '  "   .  ■ 

Virgin  Lamp 

Purchased  in  Jerusalem  and  presented  by  I^Irs.  Nellie  Osband 

Baldwin,  Grand  Rapids 

Stays,  Hom-C  ALade 

Made  by  ?vlrs.  Hannah  Durfee,  aunt  of  Airs.  Nellie  Osband 
Baldwin 

Silver  Teaspoon        ■'  '  ■       '  ■ 

Presented  by   Mrs.   Loraine  Pratt   Immen.     First  used  by 
her  mother,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Bell  •         . 

Silver  Table  Spoon 

Made  of  silver  dollars  given  as  wedding  present  by  Julii.s 
Bartlett  of  Connecticut  to  his  daughter  Lucretia  Baldwir. 
in  1823 
Presented  by  ]Mrs.  Nellie  Osband  Baldwin,  Grand  Rapids. 
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Napkin 

Puicliascd  ill  Europe  and  pit-scntecl  by  Mrs.  Loraine  Pratt 
Irarnen,  Grand  Rapids 

Log  Cabin  Quilt 

Made  b}'  ]\Irs.   Maria  Durnont  Fisher  and  given  to  Mrs. 
Philo  L.  Daniels,  aunt  of  Mrs.  I^Jina  li.  Varnum,  who  pre- 

.    sented  it  '  .        ■ 

Bronze  Medal  of  the  Louisiana  Centennial,  April  30,  1S12 
Presented  by  Louisiana 

Democratic  Free  Press 

Dated  May  5,  1831.     Owned  by  Charles  A.  Little,  Detroit. 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Child,  Lansing 

Chattanooga  Daily  Rebel 

Dated  June  2S,  1863.     Presented  by  Daniel  E.  Soper.  Chat- 
tanooga', Tenn. 

Oaths  of  Ofhce  taken  b}^  r\Iembers  of  House  of  Representatives. 
1879 
Presented  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Shinnway,  Lansing 

Tomahawk 

I  Found   on   St.   Joseph  river  about    1893  and  presented  b\' 

!  Flon.  G.  \V.  Schaeffer,  Sturgis 

\  Ear  Ring  Mold,  and  Half  of  Ring  ,■       •         .■     "  •     ' 


Presented  (as  above) 
Two  Daeuerreotvpes 


yp 

Presented  by  ]Mrs.  Adams,  Mason 
Saddle-Bag  -  .-..._. 

Bought  in  1780  by  Jolm  Wilcox,  who  gave  it  to  his  grandson. 
Amos  Wilcox,  Pittsford,  Hillsdale  Count}-.  Presented  by 
the  latter 

Rubber  Fire  Bucket 

L^sed  in  Lansing  before  organization  of  fire  deipartment. 
Presented  bv  H.  H.  Earned  • 
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Charcoal  P'iat  Iron 

r*rcseritcd  by  Txirh.  F.  D.  }'crk\  Lansing 

Seven  Pennants,  Five  Political  Badges 
Presented  b\'  Fred  Iladrich,  Lansing 

Twenty-Six  Confederate  Notes 

Hair  Wreath 

Made  by  Airs.  George  W.  Porter,  Portland,  Mich.  Pre- 
sented by  her  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Porter,  Portland 

One  block  of  Crazy  Work  Guilt 

Pieced  by  Anna  >Jaria  Robbins  in  1891.  Presented  by  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Laura  A.  A^yers.  East  Lansing 

Scrip  Fifty  Cents  •    ' 

Issued  by  John  I^^lcDoiiall  at  Detroit  in  :May.  1818.  Pre- 
sented by  his  grandson,  IT.  PL  Vaill,  Keene,  N.  H.,  through 
C.  M.  Burton,  Detroit 

Indian  Skiraiing  Knife,  Two  Tablets 

Found  in  Mecosta  County  in  1912       ..     ■ 

Four  Newspapers 

Louisville  Daih'  Journal,  Oct.  14,  1863. 
The  Salem  Whig',  Oct.  7,  1840 
The  Salem  Weekly  Union  Advocate,  May  10,  1866 
The  Washington  Democrat,  April  20,  186vS 
Presented  by  Seymour  Foster,  Lansing  ,, 

Common  Prayer  Book,  1828  and  1850,  Concordance  New  Testa- 
ment, Picture  of  The  U.  S.  Steam  Frigate ^rtierri mac 
Presented  by  Airs.  Bessie  Stephenson  Bentley 

Double  Barrel  Shot  Gun        ■,•'     —    ':    :        ■ 
Presented  by  Gerald  Swan,  ITastings 

Four  Bonnets,  Brass  Kettle,  Copper  Pail,  Wooden  Sugar  Bov.-L 
Wine  Glass,  vSmall  Pitcher 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Henry  Turnc}'  ■ 

Black  Straw  Bormet  '     . 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Lovell,  Lan^sing 
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Northern  Advocate,  May  16,   1840 

First   paper  in  Flint,    then   called   Flint    River.     Presented 
by  M.  W.  S.  Townsend,  Mount  Pleasant 

Eaton  County  RepublicaTi  for  1861 

Bound.     P^resented  by  .Major  Xesbitt,  Big  Rapids 

Map  of  City  of  Lanshig,  1866 

Presented  by  Unity  Club,  Lansing 

Air  Castle  made  of  Rags 

Presented  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Adams,  Mason 

Shoulder  Cape 
:  Worn  by  2^Irs.  Man.'  Brock,  a  Quakeress  in  Norristown,  Pa. 

Walker's  Dictionary,   1817,  Philadelphia 

Presented  (as  above)  ..■'•.  ■     -  ' 

Pair  White  Cotton  Stockings 

Knitted  b>'  Eleanor  Connard,  about  1865 

Michigan  State  Journal,  May  26,   1859  ■  . 

State  Repubhcan,  Dec.   13,   1865 

Presented  by  Mrs.  O.   R.   Hardy  for  the  E.   M.   B.   Club, 

Lansing  ,,    ,,  .„  ^ . ,  ., 

Record  of  Grant  ToAvnship,   1866 

Presented  by  Mrs.  George  A.  vSliields,  Bay  City 

Pennant  ■  ^  .    •■ 

Fiftieth   anniversary   of    the   Battle   of   Chattanooga,    1863 

Card  of  Georgia  Monument  .  . 

Views  of  Chattanooga  .  .    - 

Presented  by  D.  E.  Soper,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

Workbag.  Razor,  Brush,  Whalebone,  Piece  of  Counterpane 

From  the  family  ol  Luke  Phillips.     Presented  by  his  daughter 
Mrs.  Philip  Ernsberger,  Lansing 

Forty-Three  Old  Books,  Two  Pictures,  Forty-Six  Small  Photo- 
graphs. Sewing  Maciiine  and  Old  Chest 
Presented  by  IMrs.  HaU  Thayer,  Saginaw 
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Three  Ccrtifico,tes,   One  Bond,   One  Pro^;ram  of   Legislative  R-.:- 
union,  June  10,  1886 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Alary  C.  Spencer,  Lansing 

Two-Dollar  Wild-Cat  bill,  Bank  of  Monroe 
Presented  by  J.  C.  Obert,  Durand 

Eight  Pamphlets  Found  in  File  Case 

Presented  by  ^.liss  Gertrude  Woleott,  Public  Domain  Oil^ee. 
Lansing 

Hand-Wrought  Nails 

From  old  Fort  St.  Joseph,  Niles.     Presented  by  W.   H::>"s 
Smith,  Niles 

Two  Pennies 

Presented  by  Don  Hinclnnan,  Lansing 

Two  Coins  ■  . 

From  Byron  Warren,  I^a}'  Cit}' 

Two  Books  From  the  Franciscan  Monastery,  Petoskey 
Presented  thuough  Father  Evers 

Indian  Sweet  Grass  Basket,   Indian  Hatchet,   Blue  and  Wh::e 
Splint,  Snake  Charm,  Bow  and  Arrow,  Skull 
From  Cross  Village  Indian  Cemetery 

Picture  of  Squaw,  Bottle  v.-ith  Wood  Pictiu'e  Inside 
Given  by  Indians  of  Cross  Village 

Methodist  Almanac  1856  and  1844,  Tvvo  Pamphlets,  Two  Sn:Vi 

Photographs 

Presented  by  ]\lrs.  Pannelee  Scofield,  Lansing 
Boy  Scouts'  Flag  .        ■■  .. 

From  Wyandotte,  through  Rev.  R.  G.  Llershey,  Chaplain 

Three  Pieces  Pevv'ter,  Sugar  Bowl,  Creamer,  Teapot 

From  Mrs.  Mary  E.  ITawiey.     Presented  by  the  Van  Winkle 
Woman's  Club,  Caro,  Michigan 

Penny,  1861  • 

From  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennett,  West  Branch 
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Two  Nuts 

Carved  from  peach  stones  by  Stanley  Pixley 


I  P^mbroidery 

I  By  iShs.  Sarabx  Scripture  Lewis,  bom  in  1804 

I  Cardboard  Cross 

I  :\]ade  by  Mrs.  Ciorinda  Taylor  in  1870.     Presented  by  Mrs. 

I  O.  Palmer,  Grayling,  ]Mich. 

I  Three  I'ictures 

Given  by  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Palrner,  Grayling  .  • 

I  Portrait  of  General  George  A.  Custer  ' 

f  Given  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  C.  Custer  • 

I  Letter  Scales 

j  Presented  by  Jud^[;e  Joseph  B.  Moore,  Lansing 

I  State  Republican  April-l 9.  1 865 

f  Containing  account  of  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     Given 

I  by  Clinton  Leach  Chalfant,  Springfield,  Mo. 

j  _  Coral  Basket 

I  Presented  by  ^Irs.  JuJiette  Freernaii        . 

j  'vVallet,  Llynin  Book,  Prayer  Book 

I  Owned  by  John  Helfridge,   arid  given  by  hin\  to  his  son 

I  John  in  1820 

Lace 

Knit  by  Mrs.  Thayer  and  given  to  ]Mrs-  Miller  in  1873 

Letter 

From  ]Mrs.  John  Helfridge,  vrritten  from  Old  ^lission  and 

signed  by  Helen  E.  Mon-ell 
Rate  Bill  for  District  No.  3,  Peninsula  Township 

School  started  in   Chandler's  bani.     Presented  by  Mrs.  S. 
■j  A.  2\iiller,  daughter  of  John  Helfridge 

[  Picture 

Group  of  Eaton  County  Women's  Club.  Eaton  Rapids 
Twenty-Six  Pamphlets 

From  T.  L.  P.  Miles,  Lansing 
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Door  Latch,  Dic-kie,  Three  Posts  and  ilcadboard  of  Four  Poster 
Bed 
From  L.  G.  Palmer's  home  near  Napoleon,  Mich. 

Indian  Mortar,  arid  Pesll(\  Surgical  Insirument 

Broken  Pieces  of  Indian  I^ottery 

Found  inider  tree  in  Churchill,  Ogernavv  Count}'.  Presented 
by  R.  A.  Babcock,  West  Branch  '     '  ^    . 

FIoop  Skirt  and  Bustle 

Presented  by  Txlrs.  B.  Bennett,  West  Branch 
One  Box  "Nacht  Lichters,"  Book  of  Three  Maps,  Leases  Mineral 

Region  ■   .  . 

Lake  Superior,  Autograph  Letter 

From  Chief  Blackbird,  Harbor  Springs.  Presented  by  Mrs.. 
E.  M.  Schettier,  I^iuskegon  Fleights 

Yiddish- Doll      :  .-  - ;    ■  .  v- 

Made  b}'  ]Mrs.  Ida  D.  Menore,  a  blind  woman  who  gave  it 
to  Mrs.  Irons,  West  Branch,  for  a  door  stay.  Presented  b}- 
the  latter  to  the  Museum 

Sausage  Stufler       "''     -^  ■    ■'■ '■  '  ^''      ^  "  ■    .         " 

Wooden  Cowbell 

Given  by  an  upper  peninsula  settler  to  the  wife  of  Capt. 

Thomas,  father  of  Calvin  Thomas.     Mrs.  Thomas  gave  it 

to  Mrs.   Marion   H.   Irons,   West  Branch  who  presented  it 

to  Musemn 

Side  Saddle 

Brought  from  the  East  by  the  motlier  of  Mrs.  Luc}'  C.  Davis^ 
Lansing,  and  presented  by  x\Irs.   Davis 

Tankard 

Hood  and  Dolman 

Presented  b}'  Mrs.  F.  A.  Travis,  St.  Johns 

Deed  to  Mr.  Allison  Jume,  of  Gratiot  County,  and  Bible 
Presented  (as  above)  ^   . 
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Handkerchief 

Made  by  Emily  Virginia  Mason  on  Congress  Slroct,  Detroit, 
in  1839.  Presented  by  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Dorethea  r\Iason 
Wright,  Newark,  N.  J. 

Papers 

From    Father    O'Brien,    Mrs.    ITopy,    I\Irs.    Geddcs,    Perry 
.  Ostrander,   and  othiCrs.     Programs  of  Women's   Chibs   and 

D.  A.  R.  Meetings 

Pewter  Candle  vStiek 

Presented  by  Ur.  and  Mrs.  Rcdlield,  Marshall  ■     -    . 

Mat 

Made  by  Chippewa  Indian  woman,  1857,  and  presented  by 
Mrs.  Frances  E.  Burns,  St.  Louis,  and  I^drs.  A,  J.  Hughes, 

:  Big  Rapids  '■:■':/■  .■ ":  -  '"'[     ■'-' 

Piano 

I  Used  in  the  home  of  Governor  Blair.     Given  b\'  jNIrs.  Blair 

j  to  Helen,  daughter  of  her  oldest  son  George,  and  on  her 

j  death   presented   by   her   mother,    l\Irs.    Vienna   Blair,    Los 

j  Angeles,  California.                                            •,  .•       •          ■ 

i  Lumber  Wheels                                                  ,\  -:. .: 

\  Presented  bv  H.  ]\L  Loud,  Oscoda              • 

i  o  I.  ■ 

I  Beaver  Hat  ■■     ■ 

I  Worn  by  Governor  Austin  Blair.     Presented  by  FLm.  Frank 

E.  Dodge,  Lansing   . 

Seal  of  Micliigan 

Made  of  Com  by  Ralph  Ovcrsmith.  aged  14,  and  flag  made 
of  com  by  Frances  Fitzgerald,  aged  12,  grammar  school 
pupils  of  Miss  Gertnide  Cartwright  of  Brooklyn.  Jackson 
Countv,  Mich. 
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The    following    loans    to    the    Museum    were    made 
during  the  same  period: 

Picture 

Made  of  cork  by  I\Irs.  Moots,  loaned  by  her  grandaui'hter^ 
Miss  Helen  Brown,  Lansing 

SaL^h  and  Picture 

Young  ladies  taking  part  in  parade  July  4,  1873,  Lans:::.-. 
Loaned  by  ^L  Helen  Simons 

P^ish  vSpear 

Osvned  and  used  by  Horace  W.  Reynolds,  Clinton  County. 
Loaned  by  his  son,  W.  R.  Reynolds,  Lansing 

Copper  Spear  Point- 
Eight  inches  long.     Picked  up  on  a  faixn  at  Jordan  Lal-ie. 

Ionia  County,  by  Jerry  Preston  _/■■■. 

Two  Volumes  by  Dr.  Gill 

Commentaries  on  tlie  Old  and  New  Testament.  Loaned  by 
Mrs.  J.  Cummins,  Leslie 

Manual  "  ' 

Hon.  De"\Vitt  C.  Leach,  U.  S.  Congress  1S60-L  Loaiievi  by 
Clinton  Leach  Chalfant,  Springfield,  Mo. 

Sling  Shot 

Used  by  Indian  women 

Reading  Desk 

From  first  Indian  mission,  Cross  Village 

Book  of  Indian  Accounts 

Loaned  by  Mrs.  M.  E.  Scbettler,  Muskegon  Heights 

Two  Large  Gilt  Frame  Pier  Glasses 

Having  m.arble  shelves  inscribed,  "To  Mrs.  Gov.  Blair 
from  the  ofiiccrs  of  the  tenth  and  eleventh  cavalry."  Loa::cvi 
by  Mrs.  Charles  Blair,  Lansing 
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HISTORICAL    PICTURES    AND    PORTR^AITS 

A  historical  portrait  gallery  is  a  worthy  conception, 
well  fitted  to  stinralate  .  the  pride  of  the  people  in 
their  State  and  in  the  achievements  of  its  leaders. 
All  ages  furnish  examples  of  the  honor  paid  to  it, 
from  the  Parthenon  of  the  Greeks  to  the  Louvre  and 
Westminster  Abbey  of  today.  In  the  old  Northwest, 
Michigan  has  been  a  center  of  the  best  ideals  of  this 
section  of  our  coiuitry.  It  can  not  be  long  before 
Michigan  must  build  larger  cmarters  for  the  rapidly 
growing  Y7ork  at  the  State  Capitol,  and  in  view  of 
securing  at  that  tim.e  a  suitable  room  for  a  historical 
portrait  gallery  every  possible  effort  will  be  made 
to  obtain  portraits  of  the  men  and  women  who  have 
been  prominent  among  the  makers  of  jXIichigan. 

Through  the  generosity  of  patriotic  citizens  the 
follov/ing  historical  pictures  and  portraits  have  been 
presented  to  the  Commission  and  are  now  on  display 
in  the  Museum:' 

General  Andrew  Jackson 

Engraving,  8  x  12,  presented  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  De  Camp, 

Ovid,  Michigan  "  .    . 

Thomas  D.  Gilbert  '      '■    . 

Photograph,  8  x  12,  from  Grand  Rapids     ■ 
Centennial  Photograph  '  ■      '    '         ■ 

Two  sections,  twenty-four  pictures  each 
Centennial  Photographs 

Four  sections,  containing  8  x  12  spaces  * 

"Report  submitted  by  the  Curator. 
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Cent cnnial  Photographs 

Tv.-Q  sections  cont.'iining  forty-eight  pictures 
Centennial  Photogra[.)hs 

Territorial  Judges,  ten  spaces,  six  pictures 

Centennial  Photographs 

Territorial  Delegates,  seven  portraits,  24  x  32 

Metropolitan  Gallery 

One  hundred  portraits,  22  x  25 

Faculty  of  University  of  Michigan  ■    ' 

Nine  portraits  ■ 

Faculty  o[  University  of  Ivlichigan 
Five  portraits 

World's  Fair  Board  ...  .  :,•  .\   ',.:•    .  . 

Chicago,  1893  '  '..'■'■ 

United  vStates  Commissioners  .   ■        -:     . 

1891-1894 

Supreme  Court  and  Lansing  Business  Men  of  1093 
Fort\'-one  portraits,  30  x  4.5 

Michigan  United  States  Judges 

Nine  portraits,  10  x  12  -. :  .  _•       ■ 

Methodist  ministers  :  :■    .       , 

Group  •    •   ■  ■"  •  •; ..; 

Michigan  governors  (nineteen)  and  Capitol 
Group  of  pioneer  pictures  ■  . 

Three  group  pictures  of  Legislatures 


OIL  PORTRAUrS 

Mrs.  Lucinda  Hinsdale  Stone 

Painted  b\'  Mrs.  Stone's  daughter-in-law.  26  x  28.  Pre- 
sented by  D.  A.  R.'s  and  Ladies  Literary  Club  of  Kalamazoo, 
through  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Hopt 


■I  yl     • 
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Jonathan  Shearer- 
President  Mic]n\i,^an  Pioneer  arid  I-Iislorical  Society.  LS'76-77. 
20x22 

Mother  Rod,  prominent  Indian  woman  of  Sarnia 
Presented  by  Mr.  ilarrinc^ton  of  Port  Huron 

Isaac  E.  Crary 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Bclona  Crary  Frink,  Marshall,  Michigan, 
through  Judge  Patter^^on  IMarshall 

I  William  A.  Burt 

I  Inventor  of  the  solar  compass.     Presented  by  his  sons 

i  Okemos 

I  Portrait  painted  by  Stanley  of  Detroit.     Presented  by  C.  M. 

I  Burton 

I  Captain  Alarsac 

I  Pioneer  of  Bay  City.     Portrait  purchased  for  $50.     45  x  60 

IAVilliam  AVoodni.!:!  Gibbs,  Artist  -' 

Presented  by  Macomb  County  citizens  through  George  H. 
I  Cannon,  Washington,  Michigan 

Carroll  of  Vireinia  '■    "  ■    " 


PHOTOGRAPHS     ■■  ' 

Governor  John  S.  Horner 

Presented  by  his  daughter,  [Mrs.  Elizabeth  Burling,  Ripon, 
Wisconsin  •  ..     •.    • 

Peter  White 

Presented  by  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  A.  O.  Jopling,  Marquette, 
through  Hon.  Charles  R.  ]McCabe,  Marquette,  Mich. 

Hon.  Joseph  Greusel 

Presented  bv  his  children 


i  Arthur  Hill 

I  Presented  bv  his  wif< 

I 
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Judge  and  Mrs.  Tcnny 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer,  State  Librarian 

Emily  Ward,  Detroit,  Michigan 

Presented   by   the   "VVonien's    Ciub,    Marine    City,    thro-.:v:h 
>Mrs.  George  Jones 

]Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elder 

Presented  by  their  daugiiter,  Mrs.  Perry,  Lansing 

Mr.  Bliss  of  Blissfield  '     .     .    . 

T.  T.  Lyon 

Presented  by  Mr.  Murray 

E.  O.  Haven,  LL.  D.,  former  President  o.^  University  of  ivlicl.igan 

Presented  (as  above) 

F.  H.  Rankin  ■' ^'  .>:M:V--:.- ■■       ...        /  ■   ' 

Presented  (cas  above)     •  .  • 

C.  I.  Walker  -    ;:^   ,■  y. '  ;■, , ';•■ 

Presented  (as  above) 

John  D.  Pierce,  Marshall,  Alichigan 

First    Superintendent    of    Public    Instmction   in    ^Michigan 
Presented  (as  above)  ■.   ■,...■  •       ■   . 

Governor  "William  Woodbridge  •    ■ 

Presented  b}*  ]\Iajor  H.  E.  Johnson  '  .  _      .  ■ 

Capitol,  Lansing  ■'     ; 

Architeci's   drawing   presented   by   Hon.    D.    E.    Hinenian. 
Detroit 

Governor  W.  N.  Ferris 

Purchased  by  Mrs.  Ferrey 

Mrs.  Mary  Stillman's  sister,  Mason,  Michigan 

General  George  E.  Ciister 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Custer 

Governor  Austin  Blair 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer 


'  .:■  H   -/  /  :;  ^^  y  J. 
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Henry  ii.  fappan,. President  of  the  Universit}'  of  Michi^^an 
Presented  by  Mrs.  Mary.C.  Spencer 

Mr,  and  Mrs.  Elder 

Presented  by  her  daughter,  Am}'  Perry,  Lansing 

Saniiiel  Rowe 

Presented  by  J.  V.  Barry,  Lansing 

Joel  Carpenter  ,   .    ■ 

Blissfield  pioneer 

Nim 

Unidentified 

Three  Lenawee  Count}'  Soldiers.  1861-186-1 

Daguerreotypes  '         . 

Paneled;  sixteen  small  pictures  from  Adrian         ■         •      -     . 

I  Washington  and  His  Cabinet        ,  '     •  ^.  ,  '•  *    - 

1:  Harry  E.  Conant  :-.;:.,..■;:'■■■-'■   :''   ■-"-'  -     . 

I  Presented  by  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Spencer  .  • 

f  - ,     -    ,  .  '     .  "  ■"•'.-•■■••- 

E.  Lakin  Brovrn  of  Schoolcraft  '■     ..; 

Abraham  Lincoln  .  "V'   -.-•''.  ^    ..    .  ' 

Lewis  Cass  .        ■ 

Okenios  '  '     '     "  "1 

Arnbrotype;  presented  by  0.  A.  Jenison,  Lansing 

Ezra  Baldwin  Taylor 

Silhouette,  full  length.     Presented  by  Airs.  Ma^-y  C.  Spencer 

Judge  Babbitt 

Presented  b\'  Mrs.  Florence  S.  Babbitt 

John  M.  Longyear 

Presented  l:>y  his  wife,  Lansing,  ^lichigan  "    • 

John  D.  Pierce 

Governor  Josiah  Begole 

Presented  by  his  vrife,  Flint,  Michigan 
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Governor  Cra]JO 

Prtseiited  by  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Wiiison,  }^iint 

William  Milliani 

Two  portraits  not  named 

William  H.  Taft, 

William  iXicKinlcy 

Presented  by  Hon.  AAalliam  Alden  vSmith 

George  W^ashington 

Presented  by  Henry  Chamberlain,  Three  Oaks 

John  W.  Dewey  of  Owosso,  Michigan 
Presented  by  himself 

Judge  Charles  Long  .      , 

Presented  by  A.  C.  Chapin,  Lansing 

Governor  A.  T.  Bliss 

Presented  by  his  v/ife,  Saginaw,  Michigan 

Stephen  A.  Douglas 

Presented  by  Lucy  Cowles,  Lansing       "'  . 

A.  B.  Gardner,  of  Albion,  Miclngan 

Presented  by  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Gale,  Albion 

Rt.  Rev.  Monsignor  Frank  A.  O'Brien  of  Kalamazoo 

M.  D.  Osband,  of  Hillsdale      '    -v,;--     :     ■      - 

Replica  of  the  Governor  ^lason  Statue  at  Detroit 

Presented  by  Lion.  Daniel  McCoy,  Grand  Rapids 

Plenry  A.  Tappan 

Plaster  medallion.     Presented  by  University  of  Michiga^i 

Governor  John  J.  Bagley  ■;-;'. 

■     Bust 

Henry  Dexter 
Bust 
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I  MAPS 

I  The  value,  for  historical  purposes,  of  the  early  maps 

of  any  territory  is  now  acknowledged  to  be  very  great, 
and  the  Commission  has  begun  the  collection  of  maps 
to  illustrate  the  history  of  the  Great  Lake  Ilegion, 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  complete  line  of  the  char- 
acteristic French,  English,  Dutch,  German  and  Italian 
maps,  so  as  to  display  the  gradual  increase  of  knowl- 
edge of  this  region  down  to  1800. 

It  has  already  in  its  possession  the  follov/ing  maps 
of  this  section  of  the  New  World: 

1635 

Blaeu,  Willem  J.  Aniericae  Nova  Tabula.  A  good  example 
of  the  Dutch,  maps  of  this  period,  showing  both  North  and 
Soutli  America,  but  not  indicating  any  knovs  ledge  of  the  Great 
Lakes 

1642  "  '  ■  ..''./'■        "    .  ■ 

Jansson,  Jan.     America  Septeiitrionalis 
The  map  is  from  the  same  plate  as  a  map  of  the  same  title 
issued  in  lSv39,  by  Hondius,  the  brother-in-law  of  Jansson 

1670 

DuVal,  Pierre.     Le  Canada  faict  par  le  Sr.  de  Champlain 
I  suivant  les  Memoires  dc  P.  Du  Val  Geographe  du  Roy.     Un- 

I  dated,  but  about  1760.     Very  rare  map;  the  plate  v/as  reissued 

I  several  tim^es,  first  probably  in   1653.     This  copy  contains  a 

i  reference  to  the  route  taken  in  1665  to  go  to  Japan  and  China. 

The  configurations  of  the  Lakes  are  very  curious 

I  Berry,  William.     North  America  divided  into  its  principal 

I  parts 

i 

I  ■    ■ 
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The  largest  and  most  authentic  English  map  of  North 
Aiiierica  published  up  to  this  date.  It  is  based  largely  oii 
Sanson's  map 

1685 

Daniel,  R.  A  map  of  ye  Englis'i  Empire  in  ye  Continent 
of  America 

A  very  rare  map;  the  earliest  English  map  to  show  three 
of  the  Great  Lakes,  Ontarius,  Hiirons  and  Erius  or  Felis 

1694 

Jaillot,  H.     Ameriquc 
Ail  interesting  map  following  Sanson,  in  the  configm^ation  of 
the  Lakes 

1695 

3.1orden,  Robert.  A  new  map  of  the  English  Empire  in 
America.  A  copy  of  the  first  issue  of  this  map,  which  slio'ws 
the  Lakes  approximately  in  their  proper  positions 

1710 

Senex,  John.     Xorth  America      \  ,y-    . 
A  large  fine  colored  map  extending  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

1718 

DeFer,  Nicolas.     Carte  de  la  Nouvelle  France 
While  this  rare  map  is  unsigmed  and  undated,  it  is  undoubtedly 
a  reduced  copy  of  a  larger  m.ap  issued  in   1718,   by  DeFer. 
The  Lakes  are  more  fully  detailed  than  in  any  other  map  up  to 

this  date  :    ■    -.  .     '    -     -  • 

1719 

DeFer,  Nicolas.  Carte  tres  curieuse  de  la  Mer  du  Sud. 
This  beautiful  map  is  a  reduced  copy  made  for  Chatelain"s 
Atlas  of  1719,  from  a  large  m.ap  published  by  DeFer  in  1713. 
Many  very  fine  engraved  inserts  represent  cities,  Indians^ 
animals,  etc. 

1720 

^loll,  Flerman  A  new  miap  of  the  North  parts  of  America. 
This  map  shows  all  the  lakes  on  a  large  scale.  In  the  upper 
right  hand  corner  is  a  view  of  the  Indian  fort  SasquesaliannC'Ck 
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1720 

Homaii,  J.  B.     Amplissimac  R^.-c^ionis  ?\Iissi5sipi 
An  interesting  map  showing  tlie  Inkes  on  a  go^)d  scale,  with. 
Hennepin's  route  marked  by  a  dotted  line 

1746 

d'Anvillo.     Anierique  Septentrionalis 
Usually  considered    the   best   French   map   up  to  this  date  of 
the  wdiole  of  North  America 

1753 

Vaugondy,  Robert  de.  Carte  des  Pays  connu?  sous  le  nom 
de  Canada.     A  well  detailed  m.ap  on  a  large  scale. 

1755 

d'Anville,  J.  B.  Canada,  Louisane  et  Terres  Angloises. 
A  fine  map  on  much  larger  scale  than  the  map  of  1746 

1755  ;■  -.  '■ 

Mitchell,  John.  A  map  of  the  British  and  French  Domin- 
ions in  North  America.  A  copy  of  the  first  issue  of  this  im- 
portant map,  the  largest  and  most  authentic  of  North  Am.erica 
down  to  this  date.  It  was  issued  tmder  official  sanction  and 
was  the  niap  chiefly  relied  on  by  the  Commissioners  in  making 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States  ,  : ;.   ■;:.  ,  v;  :..^. .  •■>  -. 

1755 

Jefferys,  Thomas.  North  America.  An  important  map 
based  on  dkAnville,  contains  several  cedumns  of  descriptive 
text  entitled  "English  title  to  their  vSettlements."  This  is  a 
copy  of  the  first  impression  of  this  map  which  was  reissued 
several  times  .■.  ■'.     ^ 

1766 

Kitchin,  Thomas.     A  new  and  acctu'ate  map  of  the  British 
Dominion  in  America 
1783 

Pownall,  Thomas.     A  new  map  of  North  America 

1790 

Blair,  John.     A  map  of  North  America 
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1794 

Laurie  and  Whittle.     A  new  and  general  map  of  the  Middle 
Dominions  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  America 
1S02 

Brayeres,   R.   H.     Sketch  of  the   North   Shore   Contivraous 
to  the  Falls  of  St.  Mary 
1831 

Burr,  David  H.     Michigan 
1834 

Wightman,   J.     A  new  Emigrant's  map  of  Michigan  with 
a  part  of  Ohio,  Indiana  ar.d  Illinois 
1835 

Fanner,  John.     An  improved  edition  of  a  map  of  the-  sur- 
veyed part  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan 

In  the  collection  are  also  FaiTner  maps  of  ^Michigan  and 
Wisconsin,   1S35,  T^Iichigan  1836.  1852,  1854.   1864 
1836 

Young.  J.  Id.     Tiie  Tourists  Pocket  Map  of  ?vlichigan 
IS  ? 

Houghton.  Douglass.     I\Iaps  of  Lenawee,  Jackson  and  ^yasll- 
tenaw  Counties.     These  are  three  of  the  County  Maps  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  the  first  State  Geologist 
1846 

Flubbard,  Bela.     Map  of  the  western  comities  of  Michigan 
1848  ;.     .  =  • 

McCrackcn,    T.     ]\Iap   of   the   Town   of    ^licliigan   in    the 
Coiuity  of  Ingham 
1859  '  '       ■  ' 

Ceil  il-  Jones.     Genesee  and  Shiawassee  Counties 
1859 

Geil  c^-  Jones.     Macomb  and  St.  Clair  Counties 

(The  above  list  of  maps  was  prepared  by 
William  L.  lenks.) 
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PUBLICATIONS^ 

In  the  preface  to  Bulletin  No.  1  it  was  suggested 
that  there  be  publislieci  a  descriptive  catalog  of  the 
Museum  of  the  Commission,  tjie  proceedings  of  the 
Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  and  reports 
of  cooperative  activities  v/itli  other  state  organiza- 
tions of  a  similar  nature;  a  constitution  and  by-laws 
for  local  historical  societies  in  Alichigan,  suggestions 
to  local  societies  regarding  methods  of  work,  and 
reports  and  papers  contributed  by  local  societies; 
a  preliminary  bibliography  of  materials  for  Michigan 
history,  a  calendar  of  unpublished  materials  in  the 
public  and  private  libraries  of  Ivlichigan,  and  a  cal- 
endar of  Michigan  state  and  local  archives;  also 
suggestions  to  waiters  of  local  history  in  Michigan, 
and  topics,  references  and  suggestions  for  the  study 
and  teaching  of  ^Michigan  history,  including  Indian 
legends  and  pioneer  life,  with  references  to  material 
for  English  exercises  and  story  telling. 

Of  these  the  Commission  has  thus  far  published 
Bulletin  No.  2,  ''Suggestions  for  Historical  Societies 
and  Writers  in  ^Michigan,"  in  an  edition  of  5000 
copies.  The  volume  of  ''Proceedings  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society"  is  now  in  press.  The 
edition  of  the  present  ''Annual  Report  of  the  Michigan 
Historical  Commission"  was  1000  copies.  A  calendar 
of  the  Askin,  Schoolcraft  and  other    Papers  is  now  in 

«See  Bulletin  No.  1,  pp.  17,  31-33 
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preparation.  VoUuiic  ^CXI  Oi  the  reprints  of  the 
Michigan  Pioneer  and  Ili^vtorical  Coliections  is  now 
ready  for  distribution  and  \'oharne  XXII  vdll  soon  be 
in  press. 

It  was  voted  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Commission 
that  further  Vv'c>rk  on  the  reprints  be  suspended  for 
the  present  in  order  to  make  way  for  work  on  original 
publications.  One  of  the  most  important  of  the 
proposed  new  publications  is  a  new  index  of  the 
entire  38  volumes  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  His- 
torical Co] lections,  to  be  constrticted  from  the  view- 
point especially  of  the  historian,  the  economist,  the 
sociologist  and  the  scientist.  ■/■  ■ 

Other  items  of  v/ork  to  be  undertaken  in  the  near 
future  are  a  preliminar}^  bibliography  of  materials 
for  Michigan  history  and  a  calendar  of  unpublished 
materials  in  tlie  public  and  private  libraries  of  the  State. 

A  pjrospect  to  which  the  Commission  is  hopeftilly 
looking  forward  is  the  publication  of  official  documents 
from  the  State  and  local  archives.  Few  writers- 
on  Michigan  history,  especially  outside  of  the  State, 
can  readily  have  access  to  this  original  material. 
The  publication  of  it  is  theiefore  felt  to  be  a  pressing 
need.  In  this  series  there  will  probably  be  ptiblished 
the  messages  of  IXPcliigan  go-\'ernors. 

It  has  been  contemplated  for  some  time  to  issue 
a  complete  translation  of  the  ^largry  papers,  wliich 
■were  collected  b\'  Pierre  Margry  and  published  through 
the  assistance  of  the  U.  S.  Congress.  This  has  been 
delayed,  in  conseqtience  of  the  thorough  examination 
being:  made  of  the  French  Archives  under- the  direc- 
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tion  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Lelaud  of  the  Carnegie  Insiitution 
iji  Washington.  This  examination  has  now  ijeen 
completed,  and  the  papers  may  be  consuUed  at  the 
office  of  the  Commission. 

The  conditions  upon  which  the  pubMcations  of  the 
Commission  are  diSLributed,  exchanged  or  sold,  are 
set  forth  in  Section  7  of  the  act  establishing  the  Com- 
mission. The  statutory  reciuirement  that  a  library 
contain  500  volumes  in  order  to  receive  these  publi- 
cations is  disappointing  to  many  vigorous  but  small 
communities  especially  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
State.  In  view  of  this  the  Commission  has  provided 
that  loans  may  be  made  at  the  discretion  of  tlie  Sec- 
retary on  receipt  of  request  from  the  authorities 
in  charge  of  any  local  library  contemplated  by  the 
law.  This  enables  every  schc^ol,  grange  and  public 
library  in  ]\Iichigan  to  have  all  of  the  practical  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  these  volumes,   -i-  -'    •  ^\  '  -■ 

Relative  to  public  school  libraries  a  circular  letter 
was  sent  recently  to  every  County  School  Commis- 
sioner in  the  State  calling  attention  to  the  shipment 
of  \-olumes  of  the  iXIichigan  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Collections  sent  to  the  schools  in  each  of  a  number  of 
districts  indicated  and  asking  for  the  names  of  the 
present  teachers  in  these  schools  so  that  the  Com- 
mission might  correspond  directly  with  them  regard- 
ing the  condition  vof  their  sets.  The  purpose  of  the 
Commission  is  to  fill  out  the  incomplete  sets  v\1iere 
these  volumes  are  of  real  value,  and  to  supply  new 
sets  to  such  schools  as  the  School  Commissioners 
should  deem  eligible. 
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T.he  co:'di:.l  response  of  live  School  Commissioners 
enabled  the  Historical  Commission  to  get  into  direct 
relations  with  the  teacliers  in  the  schools,  and  a 
circular  was  then  addressed  to  each  teacher  asking  for: 

1.  Total  number  of  volumes  in  the  school  library 
exclusive  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Collections; 

2.  Number  of  volumes  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  Oiiid 
Historical  Collections  with  volume  number  of  each 
volume ; 

3.  The  condition  of  these  volumes,  with  specific 
sta.tement  as  to  any  damage  to  any  volume; 

4.  Desire  to  have  set  completed. 

A  prompt  response  from  the  teachers  is  anticipated. 
The  Commission  desires  to  assure  the  school  com- 
missioners and  teachers  of  its  hearty  appreciation 
of  their  cooperation  in  this  work.       ■     :■ 

To  250  secretaries  of  the  larger  granges  of  ^Michigan 
a  circular  w^as  sent  some  months  ago  asking: 

First,  liow'  large  is  your  grange? 

Second,  docs  your  grange  possess  a  set  of  the  Michi- 
gan Pioneer  and  Plistorical  Collections? 

Third,  is  the  character  of  these  volumes  well  knovrn 
in  your  community? 

Foiuth,  could  your  grange  use  to  advantage  a 
set  of  these  volumes? 

Up  to  the  present  time  only  one  reply  has  been 
received. 
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INFORMATION  BUREAU 

In  response  to  the  invitation  extended  in  Bulletin 
No.  1'  to  all  persons  desiring  information  on  questions 
[  of    Michigan    history,'  numerous    letters    have    been 

received  and  answered  by  the  Commission.  It  Vv'-as 
anticipated  that  this  one  activity  would  require  a 
large  share  of  the  Commission's  attention,  and  the 
experience  of  the  past  few  m.onths  shows  that  if  the 
answers  were  made  as  full  and  explicit  as  the  Com- 
■  mission  desires,  the  function  would,  consumx  entirely 
the  time  of  at  least  one  assistant.  Undoubtedly 
this  phase  of  the  work  is  one  of  most  vital  concern 
to  all  interested  in  the  history  of  Michigan,  and  the 
Commission  is  hopeful  of  such  an  increase  in  its  ap- 
propriation as  will  make  possible  the  employing  of  this 
very  much  needed  assistance.        ■",■;•'  ■,■■>'     '•    .-  ;■ 

COUNTY  SOCIETIES 

The  Commission  has  sought  to  learn  the  present 
condition  and  past  achievements  of  every  local  his- 
torical society  in  the  State.  It  desires  to  strengthen 
the  work  of  the  older  societies  and  to  organize  new 
societies  in  coimties  which  up  to  this  time  have  been 
wdthout  them.  Very  earh'  in  its  w^ork  it  sent  to  the 
secretary  of  each  society  a  personal  request  for  in- 
formation. In  substance  this  request  was  repeated 
as  follows  on  an  enclosure  in  Btilletin  No.  1 : 


'See  Bulletin  Xo.  1,  pp.  35-36 
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To  Local  Historical  Societies  in  Michigan: 

We  beg  It-ave  to  call  attention  to  a  forthcoming 
bulletin  on  the  local  historical  societies  of  Alichigan. 

The  bulletin  will  go  to  all  of  the  county  societies 
of  Michigan  and  to  all  of  the  important  state  societies 
in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

There  could  scarcely  be  a  more  far-reaching  notice 
of  your  county,  nor  a  more  pleasing  association  for 
the  person  or  persons  who  should  merit  such  attention 
b}'  fiuiiishing  the  material  to  the  vState  Historical 
Commission. 

Will  you  kindly  give  this  notice  the  utmost  publicity, 
in  order  that  yoin-  county  society  niay  appear  to  its 
very  best  advantage  in  the  bulletin. 

In  some  replies  to  this  circular  tliere  has  been 
scarcely  enough  information  to  indicate  a  live  interest 
in  the  local  work.  Other  replies  show  a  "\^ery  energetic 
and  promising  spirit. 

Typical  of  the  local  historical  societies  organized 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Commission  is  that  at 
Flint,  Michigan,  which  was  organized  December  3, 
1913.  It  began  with  nearly  a  htmdred  members 
comprising  leaders  of  thought  in  Flint  and  in  Genesee 
county.  The  Board  of  Education  provided  gener- 
ously for  its  accommodation,  setting  apart  a  separate 
room  in  the  Flint  Public  Library  to  be  used  as  a  history 
room  and  museum.  The  imptdse  and.  sustaining 
power  which  was  given  to  this  work  by  the  Flint 
Daily  Journal  is  a  model  of  that  patriotic  press  support 
which  the  Commission  is  assured  it  will  meet  with 
throughout  the  State. 
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To  aid  the  work  of  local  societies  5000  copies  of 
Bulletin  No.  2  have  been  printed  for  wide  distribution 
among  the  workers  in  the  local  fields.  The  bulletin 
bears  the  title,  ''Suggestions  to  Local  Historical 
Societies  and  Writers  in  Michigan,"  and  contains, 
besides  materials  for  the  constitution  and  bydav/s  of 
the  local  historical  society,  hints  for  [Ji'cictical  work — 
namely,  methods  of  arousing  and  directing  popular 
interest  in  collecting  historical  materials,  m.eans  of 
interesting  the  club,  the  lodge,  the  school,  the  public 
library,  the  church,  and  the  press  as  allies  of  the 
society,  together '  with  counsel  to  writers  of  local 
histor}'. 

LIBRARIES  AND  SCHOOLS  '  '     ■ 

A  special  effort  is  being  made  to  meet  the  desire 
shown  by  the  public  libraries  to  cooperate  in  the 
work  of  the  Commission  and.  of  the  local  societies. 
As  far  as  possible  the  Hbraries  have  been  supplied 
with  sets  of  the  -Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Collections  for  their  reference  rooms.  The  larger 
libraries  will  upon  request,  be  presented  with  sets 
for  their  circulating  depariment.  The  problem  of 
popularizing  these  volumes  is  a  large  one,  and  solutions 
are  being  actively  sought  and  applied.''" 

Among  the  special  means  of  increasing  the  use  of  the 
volumes  and  of  bringing  the  historical  work  of  the 
libraries  into  closer  relation  with  the  schools  and  the 
people  is  the  equipping  of  a  special  room  in  the  library 

^°Sce  Bulletin  Xo.  2.  pp.  25-26  •     . 


'■{  ( 


52  A  N  N  U  A  I,    R  E  P  O  R  T 

as  a  history  room  and  local  museum.  ]'or  the  purpose 
of  bringing  this  to  the  attention  of  hbrariaris  a  cir- 
cukir  was  sent  out  to  all  public  libraries  in  ■Michigan 
inquiring  about  the  possibihty  of  having  a  room  set 
aside  for  these  purposes  and  urging  the  many  ad- 
vantages. 

The   Commission   desires   to   aid   in   every   possible 
way  the  historical  work  of  the  teachers  and  students 
in  the  schools  and  colleges  of  the  State.     As  already 
said,   earnest  efforts  are  being  made  to  increase  the 
use    of    the    volumes    of    the    Michigan    Pioneer   and 
Historical  Collections,  sets  of  which  are  being  placed 
in   every   school  that   asks  for  them.     A   syllabus  is 
contemplated,   for  use   in   schools   and  libraries,    con- 
taining   a    chronological    list    of    vital    tojjics    on    the 
social,    political,     economic,    industrial,     educational, 
literary  and  humanitarian  phases  of  Alichigan  history, 
with  specific  page  references  to  these  volumes.     ]\Irs. 
2\I.  B.  P'errey,  Curator  of  the  i^vluseum  has  been  Yery 
active  in  bringing  to  the  grade  pupils,  as  well  as  to 
the  High  Schools,  increased  interest  in  the  history  of 
the   State.     The   vSecretary   presented   the   plans   and 
puiposes  of  the   Conmiission  to  the  State  Teachers' 
Association    at    Ann    Arbor,    and    arrangements    are 
being  made  for  effective  work  at  the  meeting  of  the 
^Michigan    Schoolmasters'     Club.     Not    only    history 
teachers,  but  every  teacher  in  ]\Iichigan  schools,  should 
have  a  vital  interest  in  knowing  the  history  of  that 
environment    in    which    the    majority    of    the    school 
children   are   destined   to   assume   the   responsibilities 
of  citizenship. 
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CLUBS  AND  LOCAL  SOCIETIES. 

For  stimulating  interest  in  local  history,  very  potent 
are  the  local  clubs  and  societies.  The  v/omens' 
clubs  and  patriotic  societies  are  strong  influences  in 
promoting  the  study  of  local  history,  in  determining 
and  properly  honoring  the  old  landmarks,  and  in 
assisting  to  celebrate  the  anniversaries  of  historic 
events.  Mrs.  M.  B.  Ferrey,  as  chairman,  of  the 
History  Committee  of  the  Federation  of  Womens' 
Clubs  in  jMichigan,  has  done  excellent  Vv'ork  along 
this  line.  Following  is  the  Curator's  report  of  visits 
to  schools,  clubs  and  local  societies:  '       •'     • 

June  S,  1913,  miccting  of  St.  Helens  Community 
Club,  of  Roscommon  County,  v/ith  members  of  AYest 
Branch  Club  as  guests. 

June  10,  1913,  meeting  of  Ingham  County  Pioneer 
Society  in  Senate  Chamber,  Lansing.      '    '         ":    ' 

June  14,  1913,  meeting  of  Clinton  Count}^  Pioneer 
Society,  at  Court  House,  St.  Johns. 

August  7,  1913,  meeting  of  Library  section  of  the 
Bay  View  Assembly  at  Bay  View. 

August  19,  1913,  meeting  of  Eaton  County  Pioneer 
Society  at  Charlotte. 

wSept.  16,  1913,  meeting  of  Women's  Club  at  Holt. 

Sept.  10,  1913,  visit  to  West  Branch,  Ogemaw 
County. 

.    Sept.    11,    1913,   meeting  of  Women's   Congress  at 
Roscommon. 

Sept.  12,  1913,  visit  to  Crayling,  speaking  to  school. 


(-■'  'I  :[  y.   A 


.  -.  1 


54  A  N  N  U  A  ].    R  K  V  O  R  T 

Srpt,  25,  19K3,  quiUiiig  by  Lansing  D.  A.  R.'>  in 
Governor's  ])ai-jor. 

October  8,  1913,  visit  to  Lawton,  speaking  to  schooL 

October  9,  191  vS,  visit  to  Paw  Paw,  speaking  to 
school. 

October  18,  1913,  visit  to  Napoleon,  speaking  to 
Farmers'  club  and  schools. 

October  21,  19 J 3,  meeting  of  Michigan  State  P'ed- 
eration  of  Women's  clubs  at  Muskegon. 

November  3,  1913,  visit  to  Big  Rapids,  speaking 
to  Ferris  Institute  students,  then  to  County  Normal 
and  to  Kindergartners.  .  '       ' 

November  5,  1913,  visit  to  St.  Johr.s,  speaking  to 
four  grades  in  high  school  and  to  the  Normal 

November  5,  1913,  visit  to  Greenvihe,  speaking 
to  schools  and  club. 

November  18,  1913,  visit  to  Sunfield,  speaking  to 
grade  school  and  primary,  also  to  the  Sunfield  club. 

December  3,  1913,  meeting  of  D.  A.  R.  at  Marshall. 

December  4,  1913,  visit  to  Galesbiu'g  to  secure  relics. 

December  19,  1913,  Farmers'  institute  at  Wolverine. 
Cheboygan  County.  ■  - 

COOPER.\TION      Wrn-I      THE      AIACKINAC 
ISLAND  STATE  PARK  COMMISSION 

The  Mackinac  Iskand  State  Park  Commission  has 
undertaken  the  construction  of  a  new  and  detailed 
map  of  ]\Iackinac  Iskmd,  for  which  an  entire  new 
survey  has  been  made.  L^pon  this  map  there  will 
be  shown  all  of  the  important    historic    sites,  drives, 
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paths,  groves,  vistas,  lookouts,  caves,  springs  and 
other  points  of  natural  beauty. 

To  obtain  suitable  names  for  these  f)laces  the 
service  of  the  Historical  Commission  was  sohcited 
and  cordialty  given.  A  joint  committee  v/as  appointed 
consisting  of  Commissioners  Jenks  and  O'Brien  for 
the  Historical  Commission,  and  for  the  Park  Corn- 
mxission,  Hon.  Ira  A.  Adams  and  Hon.  Edwin  O. 
Wood.  .  A  visit  was  made  to  the  Island,  in  the  summer 
of  1913,  by  the  m.embers  of  this  committee,  when  it 
w^as  agreed  that  the  names  selected  shotild,  in  the 
main,  commemorate  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  ex- 
plorers, mdssionaries,  soldiers  and  civilians  connected 
v;ith  the  Islanvl's  early  history.  Plans  were  considered 
for  establishing  a  musetim  on  the  Island,  v/hich  shotild 
illustrate  its  historic  grovv^th  and  development.  For 
this  ptn-pose  all  appropriate  duplicates  at  the  State 
museum  VN'ill  be  sent,  in  cltie  course,  to  the  Island 
musetmi. 

The  historic  importance  of  the  Mackinac  region  in 
the  early  history  of  ^Michigan,  and  its  present  far- 
reaching  fame  as  a  sirmmer  resort,  justifies  the  most 
energetic  vvork  of  both  cotnmissions  in  properly 
preserving  the  history  of  its  past,  and  improving  the 
great  possibilities  it  ailords  at  present  as  the  rarest 
gem  of  natural  beauty  in  our  northern  lakes. 
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VISIT  TO  NAZARE1TI  ACADEAIY  AND  THE 
UNIVEP.vSITY  OF  NOTRE   I3A:\.IE 


e3  f 


On  the  occasion  of  the  regular  October  meeiing 
the  Commission  was  most  cordially  entertained  at 
the  home  of  Consignor  O'Brien  in  Kalamazoo.  The 
visit  to  Nazareth  Academy,  of  which  Ivlonsignor 
O'Brien  is  Dean,  was  keenly  enjoyed.  The  mccern 
sanitary  halls  and  recitation  rooms  of  the  Acad:my 
were  found  to  be  models  in  artistic  appointrnxeni  and 
ample  ecmipment. 

A  very  enjoyable  program  was  given  by  the  girls 
and  boys  of  the  Academy.  To  their  addresses  of 
welcome,  characterized  b}^  courtesy,  intelligence 
and  patriotism,  Governor  Ferris  responded  wanr/ly, 
drawing  upon  his  boyhood  experiences  to  impress  his 
"gospel  of  work."  The  spirit  of  hospitality  shewn 
b}^  our  colleague,  and  by  the  ofiicers  and  Sisters  of 
the  Academy,  was  most  highly  appreciated. 

The  cordial  invitation  of  the  Very  Rev.  John  Cav- 
anaugh,  C.  S.  C.  D.  D.,  to  visit  the  historic  collec::ons 
in  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Indiana,  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  Commission  spent  there  a  most 
profitable  day  in  the  librar}^  and  nmseum,  and  an:ong 
the  historic  art  treasures  of  this  most  noted  ins:::u- 
tion  of  its  kind  in  the  iMiddle  West.  To  an  audi-ence 
of  a  thousand  students  Governor  Ferris  again  pre- 
sented his  "gospel  of  work,"  and  extended  to  the 
students  and  professors  a  most  heart}'  invitatio::  to 
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visit  the  exlucationnl  instituLions  of  Michigan  and 
sec  how  this  gospel  was  there  practiced. 

Neighboring  historic  sites  were  visited,  inchading 
that  of  Old  Fort  St.  Joseph  in  south\Yestern  Alichigan, 
near  Niles,  and  the  site  of  the  supposed  burial  jjlace 
of  the  missionary  Allouez.  The  Commission,  voted 
to  cooperate  with  all  local  societies  of  that  region 
to  excavate  for  relics  rjf  that  period. 

It  is  believed  that  these  visits  may  result  in  fruitful 
cooperation  in  the  interest  of  the  history  of  Michigan. 


PERRY'S  VICTORY  CENTENNIAL  CELEBRA- 
-^  TION 

I  .     .■  "'    .  . 

I  Michigan   was  officially  represented  at  the  Perry's 

I  Victory    Centennial    Celebration,     September     ll-lv3, 

I  by    Governor    P'erris,    the    Michigan    iMemorial    and 

I  Centennial    Commission,    and    the    Secretary    of    the 

r  Historical  Commission. 

The   strategic  import   of   Perry's   victor}'   on   Lake 

Erie  was  vital    for  the  American  occupation  of  the 

old  Northwest,  enabhng  Harrison  to  free  Detroit,  to 

invade   Canada   and    to    bring   the   war   in   the   west 

practically  to  an  end  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames. 

The    celebration,    however,    of    the    one    hundredth 

anniversary  of  that  event,  centralized  at  Put-in-Bay, 

had  as  its  chief  significance,  the  official  recognition  of 

the    century    of   peace    ensuing   between    the    United 

States   and   Great   Britain.     To   aid    in   promoting   a 

suitable    celebration    and    memorial,     the     ^Michigan 

legislature  appropriated  the  sum  of  vSv30,000. 
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The  program  was  largely  one  of  peace.  Governor 
Ferris  delivered  an  address  on  "Levvis  Cass,  Michi- 
gan's Hero  in  the  War  of  1812."  Cass  VvTis  essentially 
a  man  of  peace,  whose  constructive  v^ork  as  (governor 
of  Alichigan  during  nearly  two  decades  following  the 
War  of  1812,  laid  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of 
IMichigan's  growth  as  an  agricultural  commonwealth. 

A  valuable  collection  of  matejiai  VvT.s  made,  relative 
to  the  inception,  organization  and  execution  of  ]\Iich- 
igan's  part  in  the  celebration.  A  paper  on  this  sub- 
ject was  read  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Pioneer  and 
Historical  Society,  and  will  be  published  in  the 
Proceedines.  '  :      : 


COOPERATION  WITH  THE  AMERICAN  HIS- 
TORICAL ASSOCIATION 

The  great  importance  of  calendaring  and  transcrib- 
ing materials  in  foreign  arclhves  relating  to  American 
history  is  unquestioned;  the  problem  is  to  achieve 
this  task  with  the  least  waste  of  time,  energy  and 
mioney. 

Since  1907,  the  American  liistorical  Association 
has  been  active  in  secvuing  a  solution  of  this  problem, 
and  the  most  promising  suggestion  of  that  body  is, 
that  it  might  be  done  by  groups  of  states  having 
historical  interests  in  common.  Such  a  group,  for 
example,  is  that  lying  in  the  old  French  province  of  the 
Mississippi  valley,  which  properly  includes  Michigan. 
Michigan  is  one  of  a  number  of  states  in  that  group 
which  are  now  contributing:  to  a  fund  to  be  disbursed 
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for  the  above  purpose,  by  a  eommittee  of  the  American 
Historical  Association  on  ''Cooperation  Among  His- 
torical Societies,"  The  obhgation  of  S200  made  some 
time  ago  by  the  Michigan  "Rioneer  and  Historical 
Society,  has  been  assumed  and  paid  by  this  Commis- 
sion. The  work  in  the  French  archives  is  being  done 
by  Mr.  Waldo  G.  Lehand,  of  the  Departmxent  of 
Historical  Research  of  the  Carnegie  Institution,  \Vash- 
ington,  D.  C. 

CRITICISM  AND  APPRECIATION 

It  is  with  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude,  that  the  Com- 
mission looks  back  over  its  first  few  months  of 
work,  and  reviews  the  many  marks  of  approbation 
it  has  received  from  the  people  and  the  press  of  ]Mich- 
igan.  This  work  has  necessarily  been  that  of  plan- 
ning and  organizing,  of  making  known  its  plans,  and 
of  soliciting  the  cooperation  of  other  historical  agencies 
at  home  and  abroad.  The  high  ground  which  the 
Commission  has  novv'  reached  affords  an  outlook 
that  is  bright  with  promise. 

A  large  debt  is  due  to  the  experience  of  Historical 
Societies  and  Commissions  of  other  states.  Our 
special  thanks  are  due  to  the  State  Plistorical  Society 
of  Wisconsin,  and  to  the  Departments  of  Archives 
and  History  in  the  states  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi. 

At  the  very  beginning  of  our  work  the  Commission 
was  counselled  by  the  wise  experience  of  our  late 
lamented  friend,  Dr.  Reuben  Gold  Thwaites,  of  the 
Wisconsin    Historical    Society,    who    was    personally 


60  A  N  N  U  A  L    R  II  V  O  R  T 

present  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Commission  after 
its  organizalioii. 

For  counsel  and  encouragement  tlie  Commission 
is  under  great  obhgations  to  Victor  H.  Paltsits,  chair- 
man  of  the  PubHc  Archives  Commission  of  the  Amer- 
ican Historical  Association;  to  Dr.  J.  Franklin  Jameson, 
of  the  Department  of  Flistorical  Research  of  the 
Carnegie  Institution,  to  Worthington  C.  Ford  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  vSociety,  and  to  faculty 
members  of  the  Department  of  History  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan.  .  ■..      • 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Total  amount  of  appropriation  available  to  Jan.  1,  19U     S2,500  00 

EXPENDITURE    FROM    APrROPRIATION 

Salaries 
July  15,  1913 $157  6S 


July  31,  1913 168  12 

Auc^ust  15,  1913 157  6S 

i\ugust  31.  1913 168  12 

September  30.  1913 282  75 

October  15,  1913 146  7-1 

October  31,  1913 156  48 

November  15,  1913 146  74 

November  30,  1913 146  86 

December  15,  1913 146  74 

December  31,  1913 157  52 

Traveling  expenses   (Commission) 
Rt.  Rev.  Consignor  F.  A.  O'Brien,  August 

6,  1913....^ $7  11 

Hon.  W.  L.  Jenxs,  August  6,  1913 5  02 

Hon.  W.  L.  Jenks.  October  7  and  8 7  25 

Traveling  expenses  (Secretary) 
Ann    Arbor,    Detroit,    and    Port    Huron,   ■• 

Meeting  ot  St.  Clair  County  Pioneer 

Society,  August  28,  1913.  ..." S13  52 

Perry  Centennial  Celebration,  Putin  Bay, 

Ohio,  September  25,  1913 .' .  16  10 

Kalamazoo  and  Notre  Dame,  Conmiission 

meeting,  October  6.  1913 6  61 

Ann   Arbor,    State   Teachers'   Association, 

October  30.-  1913 10  24 


31,835  43 


19  38 
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Flinl:,    Vort.    ILirun,    Detroit,   Ann   Arbor, 

Conferences,  November  2),  1913 SU  48 

Flint,     Organization     of    Flint     HistoriccJ 

Societv,  December  3,  1913 S2  S3 

s63  7S 

Travelin<;^  expenses  (Curator  of  the  Museum) 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Ferry,  various  addresses  Au^oist 

7,  to  December  19,  1913 S71  85  71  85 

Office  Supplies 

One  filing  cabinet,  July  1,  1913 836  75 

Pictures   framed   for   ofiice   and   musuem, 

November  17,  1913 1  20 

37  95 

Telephone 
June  30-July  9,  1913 $4  90    ' 

November  15,  1913 ■  -65 

5  55 

Museum 

Sustaining  membershiij  and  [)ublications 
to  i\merican  Association  of  Musemns, 
September  29.  1913 SlO  54 

Express  on  relies  to  museum,  October  2  to 

November  20 1  35 

Transferring  piano  from  Blair  home  in 
Jackson  to  Capitol,  Lansing,  October 
24,  1913 6  62 

Transferring  lumber  wheels  from  An  Sable 

to  Lansing,  November  17,  1913 16  80 

Cases  for  the  museum 300  00 

335  31 

American  Historical  Association,  calendar- 
ing and  transcribing  documents,  Sept. 

1,^1913 .^ S200  00 

200  CO 

Total  expenditure  from,  appropriation  to  January 

1,  1914 ^ $2,569  25 
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As  will  be  seen  frorn  tlic  above,  notwithstanding' 
the  strictest  economy  we  begin  1914  in  debt.  AVe 
have  endeavored  to  curtail  expenses  in.  every  way 
possible,  even  in  a  way  unconiplimentar}'  to  the 
state.  I'or  instance,  we  have  not  sent  one  of  our 
members  as  a  delegate  to  the  meeting  of  the  American 
Historical  Association. 

No  purchases  of  rare  books  or  manuscripts  have 
been  made. 

The  balance  of  the  price  of  some  rare  maps  which 
were  ordered  abroad,  v;ili  be  paid  fronri  the  private 
funds  of  the  President  of  the  Commission. 

In  justice  to  our  Commission,  and  to  do  properly 
what  the  state  would  expect  of  us,  w^e  must  have  a 
larger  appropriation. 

We  feel  that  w^e  can  ''make  good,"  and  be  of  im- 
mense value  to  the  state  and  to  posterity,  but  we 
must  have  the  funds.       '  '         .    ^  ■   . ,  ■ 

None  of  the  Commissioners  receive  a  penny  of 
remuneration  for  services  rendered.  They  are  de- 
voting their  time  and  talent  for  the  good  of  the  cause. 
We  believe  you  wdll  agree  with,  them  that  sufficient 
means  should  be  at  their  disposal  to  mxaintain  the 
honor  and  credit  of  this  great  state.     •  ■     • 
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SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

01-'   THE 

MICHIGAN  HISTOKICAL  COMMISSION 

The  Honorable  Wooderidoe  N.  Ferris^  '     .    ' 

.^"^  Goveiiior  of  Michigan. 

Sir:    The  Michigan  Historical  Comniission  respectfully  submit 
t  their  second  ,'innrial  report,  in  accordance  with  section  numbered 

I  nine  of  Act  Xo.  271,  Public  Acts  of  lOlo,  by  virtue  of  which  act 

'5  the  Commission  exists. 

I  During  tlie  past  year  the  Commission  has  consisted  of  the  fol- 

I  lowing  members:  ;    •  . 

-^  TVoouBRiDGE  N.  Ferris,  Governor  of  Michigan,  ex  officio, 

o  "'  WiLLAM  L,  Jenks^  President. 

i—  Frank  A.  O'Brien,  Vice-President.  / 

j---  Clarence  IsL  Burton.  •  ■  ■       ■    -  " 

Lawton  T.  He  mans.  ■    ' 

Claude  H.  VanTyne.  .  ■  ' '  '■'  '    ■      •       • 

Edw^in  O.  Wood.  ■  ,-         :    ' 

The  members  of  the  Commission  serve  without  compensation: 
only  tlieir  traveling  expenses  wlien  attending  meetings  are  paid. 

On  October  1,  1014.  Dr.  George  Isewman  Fuller  resigned  as  Sec- 
retary and  Editor  and  Charles  ^loore  was  elected  to  that  office. 

THE   NEED    OF   A   BUILDING   FOR   RECORDS. 

The  Michigan  Historical  Commission  are  autlioriz^-d  and  empow- 
ered ""to  collect  from  ihe  State,  county,  city,  village  and  township 
oftices  such  records,  tiles,  documents,  books  and  i>apers  as  are  not 
less  than  thirty  years  oj^l.  and  are  not  in  current  use,  and  are,  in 
the  o]>inion  ot  the  Coutmission,  valuable  only  for  liistoricai  pur- 
poses." 

The  researclies  of  the  Commission  have  disclosed  the  fact  that  in 
the  State  offices  and  throughout  the  State  there  are  a  great  many 
})a|)ers  and  (h.>cmiients  of  the  highest  value  to  aU  those  who  novr 
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Tire  iittercsted  in  tbe  orjguis  both  of  (lii.s  cojiuik^jiw  e;ilt]i  nnd  ii]>..  of 
t;ie  j)eopie  wlio  lia/t-  Uiaue  ii  wiiai  ii  !.•>>.  iitc  «.ieuiaii<i  foi*  sucb  iiii'nr- 
mafion  increases  with  llie  years,  as  the  cliiidren  and  <^rand-children 
of  tbe  pioneer  seUlevs  take  the  places  of  tlieir  fathers,  and  as  the 
State  receives  iicav  people^  ^vll0  idusL  learn  from  history  what  orliers. 
had  from  traditioi]. 

The  Commission  stands  ready  to  carry  out  the  foregoin^^  prniion 
of  its  duties;  but  unfortunately  there  is  no  place  in  which  to  house 
and  arrange  the  records  when  so  gathered.  ^lost  of  the  states 
east  of  the  Mississippi  Eiver  have  buildings  designed  to  hold  and 
to  make  available  the  state  records.  Michigan  has  no  such  build- 
ing. As  a  consequence  many  dej)artment  records  which  ha\'e  cost 
the  State  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars,  and  the  continuous  us-?  of 
wliicli  is  necessary,  are  packed  aY\'ay  in  storerooms  and  attics  v/ht-re 
the  use  of  tJiem  is  lost  and  where  they  are  in  danger  of  destruction 
bv^  fire.  The  Commission  itself  already  has  valuable  documents  re- 
lating to  the  history  of  the  State,  Vvdiich  cannot  be  made  available; 
and  the  same  condition  exists  in  the  various  counties. 

The  importance  to  the  State  itself  of  having  a  safe  and  asailable 
place  for  the  assembling  and  preservation  of  its  records  and 
archives  is  obvious. 

This  is  especially  true  of  tiles  of  newspapers  wliich  ha.ve  an  his- 
toric value  of  first  importaiice.  The  researches  of  the  Commission 
reveal  the  fact  that  there  is  scarcely  a  county  in  the  State  in  which 
this  valuable  form  of  historical  material  is  not  threatened  with 
loss  and  destruction.  Already  fire  has  broken  into  the  files  of 
every  one  of  the  leading  Detroit  papers;  and  the  reports  received 
show  that  the  destruction  of  newspaper  files  is  now  going  on 
throughout  Michigan. 

The  Commission,  therefore,  feels  it  their  duty  to  present  the  con- 
ditions in  respect  to  the  preservation  of  State  archives,  with  the 
view  of  hastening  the  time  when  Michigan  shall  follov/  other  states 
in  constructing  a  building  for  its  records. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  Ohio  has  recently 
completed,  a  simple,  dignified  and  commodious  building  to  con- 
tain the  material  collected  by  the  Ohio  Arcluieological  and  Iiistorical 
Society. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The  thirty-ninth  volume  of  the  ^[ichigan  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Collections  is  ncnv  in  press.     In  this  volume  the  prehistoric  period 
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is    represented   hj   papers   on    the   ancient   co})per-Diines   of   Lake 

Superior  and  on  llie  i^boilgl-.:;!  KjiJaiai  iii  [lie  ^If^giua^  Valley; 
the  TveYoliuionarY  period  is  treated  in  a  j^ketclj  of  Patrick  Sinclair, 
who  removed  the  British  post  from  Mackinaw'  Citj^  to  the  Island  ; 
there  are  more  than  twenty  biographical  sketches,  including  ex- 
tended ones  of  Thomas  AY.  Palmer,  James  McMillan,  Will  Carleton, 
Ammi  W.  Wright,  Father  Pierz  and  Lady  B^oeifren;  tl.iere  is 
a  critical  study  of  the  romances  relating  to  pioneer  life  in  ^Michigan 
written  by  Mrs.  Kirkland,  who  has  a  place  in  the  history  of  Ameri- 
can literature.  The  celebration  of  the  Perry  victory  centennia]  is 
related  in  an  historical  paper;  and  the  addresses  of  Governor  Ferris 
on  that  occasion  as  well  as  at  the  Peace  Conference  at  Mackinac 
■are  given.  There  is  a  paper  on  tlje  Old  Northwest  Territory, 
another  on  Dr.  Douglass  Houghton;  and  several  contributions  on 
the  study  of  Michigan  history  in  the  i)ublic  schools. 

The  volume  also  contains  a  finding-list  covering  tJie  entire  thirty- 
nine  volumes  of  the  collections  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  His- 
torical Society.  These  collections  contain  documents  that  are  being 
used  and  quoted  by  the  fast  increasing  body  of  students  of  the 
history  of  the  Old  North v/est;  and  the  finding-list  vrill  assist  such 
scholars  and  other  users  of  the  books  until  a  com])lete  consolidated 
index  can  be  prepared. 

Altogether  the  volume  is  one  of  large  scope  and  ^^'ide  popular 
interest  as  well  as  of  historic  value. 

V/ORK  IN   PKEPARATIOX 

The  Commission  has  secured  the  cooperation  of  the  Michigan 
State  Library,  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  Library  of  Michigan 
University  and  the  libraries  of  the  larger  cities  of  the  State,  in  the 
work  of  preparing  a  bibliography  of  ]\Iichigan.  The  tides  will 
include : 

Books  relating  in  \^-hole  or  in  part  to  Michigan,  whether  history, 
travels,  fiction,  or  poetry. 

Books  written  by  Michigan  authors. 

State  and  city  reports  and  other  publications. 

Speeches  in  Congress  and  the  Legislature. 

University  and  college  puijlications. 

Biographies. 

Jvcports  relating  to  mining,  industries,  government,  and  social 
conditions. 

The  cards  on  which  these  titles  appear  will  become  a  portion  of 
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the  permanent  records  or  the  Coiuini.s.^ioii,  and  vv-ill  be  supple- 
mented; from  year  to  A'ear,  as  new  subjects  and  authors  deve](»p. 

The  Coinniission  ha\e  been  assured  of  Iicmj-i y  cooperation  o;j  the 
part  of  librarinns  tlirou'-diout  tlie  State. 

The  Libi-ary  of  Congress  has  fiirnislied  about  2.000  tliles;  and 
the  State  Libraj-y  has  su])|>lied  about  2,500  titles.  The  worlc  of 
consolhlating  the  titles  so  sn})plied  is  now  in  progress.  "When  com- 
pleted the  list  Y,ill  be  printed  for  stibmission  to  each  cooj»eratJng 
library  for  ilie  addition  or  tides  exclusively  in  such  library,  and  for 
the  marking  of  those  titles  already  in  that  library.  In  its  final 
form  the  work  will  show  both  tlie  books  pertaining  in  any  way  to 
the  State,  and  also  the  libraries  in  which  any  given  book  may  be 
fonnd. 

The  Commission  takes  this  oi:casion  to  express  their  obligation  to 
the  ^dicblgan  State  Library  for  hearty  and  unstinted  helpfulness  in 
all  lines  of  work.  The  Comnjission  expressly  desires  to  avoid  dupli- 
cation of  work  or  resources;  and  to  tins  end  deposits  in  the  State 
Library  all  publications  received  by  it,  thus  making  use  of  the 
facilities  afforded  l)y  the  eliieient  force  of  catalogtiers  in  that 
library. 

MICHIGAN    BIOGRAPHY.  .     • 

In  ISSS  tlie  Legislature  authoriz.ed  the  publication  of  a  volume  of 
Michigan  Biographies  com]>iled  by  Stephen  D.  Bingham.  The 
value  of  that  work  lias  been  a|u>reciated  by  newspaper-men  and 
by  all  persons  who  liave  occasion  to  write  upon  snbjects  connected 
with  the  history  of  Michigan.  The  biographies,  compiled  largely 
from  the  MicJiigan  Manual,  include  all  members  of  the  successive 
Legislatures  and  persons  wlio  have  held  the  more  important  offices 
under  tlie  State  and  .Xalion. 

The  task  of  revising  this  work  and  Invingiug  it  down  to  date  is 
in  progress:  and  it  v/ili  be  linishrd  as  the  amount  of  clerical  labor 
at  the  service  of  llie  Commission  shall  allow.  In  the  original  vsork 
many  biograpliies  were  lacking.  Searclies  already  instituted  have 
furnished  the  material  fur  supplying  a  considerable  number  of 
these  sketches:  and  the  Connnission  hope  to  reduce  the  number  to 
a  minimum. 

MAPS    OL^    >riCIIlGAX. 

A  list  of  ma]>s  of  tlie  State  fnnn  the  earliest  times  is  in  course 
of  preparation.  The  beginning  of  such  a  list  will  be  found  in 
Volume  30  of  the  Colleciions;   and  as  complete  a  list   as   can  be 
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made  at  lliis  time  will  be  publislied  in  tlie  ^ficliigaii  iJiljlioj^a-apljy. 
The  inipoiian.^e  of  a  list  of  ^inins  r-nrmof  be  overx'stiiuafed. 

MICniClAN  •  NE\YSPAPEIiS. 

The  Commission  has  gathered  information  as  to  existiug  files  of 
!\Iichigan  nevssi.)apers  in  newspaper  ofiices,  in  libraries,  and  in  the 
hands  of  private  persons.  AVliilc  au  the  present  time  this  list  is  in- 
complete, nevertheless  it  contains  mnch  valnable  iniormation  as  to 
these  sonrces  of  local  and,  State  history.  The  compk'tlon  and  pnb- 
lication  of  the  list  will  proceed  as  rapidly  as  the  resonrces  of  the 
Commission  will  perrait. 

MEMOillALS    OF    PERSONS    AXD    EVENTS.  "  ,•         - 

Eacli  year  shows  a  considerable  addition  to  the  memorials 
erected  by  the  State,  by  cities,  and  by  patriotic  societies  to  com- 
memorate historic  personages  and  cveuts.  The  marking  of  historic 
sites  in  Michigan  is  proceeding  rapidly.  It  is  desirable  that  a 
list  of  all  such  commemorations  be  pnblislied,  botli  as  a  matter  of 
record  and  as  a  stimnlns.  The  Conmiission  proposes  to  compile 
and  print  snch  a  list;  and  in  the  preparation  it  requests  the  cooper- 
ation of  all  patriotic  societies  and  otiier  bodies  interested  in  this 
commendable  work.  Photographs  of  monuments,  statutes  and 
tablets  will  be  thankfully  received  by  the  Commission. 

COOPERATION    WITH   THE    MICHIGAN    PIONEER   AND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

The  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society,  organized  March 
11,  1S74,  is  the  successor  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Michigan, 
which  was  founded  in  1S2S  by  Governor  Lewis  Cass,  Henry  K. 
Schoolcraft,  John  Biddie,  Charles  C.  Trowbridge,  Maj.  Henry 
AVhiting,  Benjamin  F.  H.  Witherell,  liUcius  Lyon  and  other  patri- 
otic citizens  of  Michigan  Territory.  They  saw  the  wisdom  both 
of  preserving  for  their  successors  tlie  relations  of  men  and  women 
then  living,  who  had  been  witness  of  the  events  of  the  Pontiac  War. 
and,  also,  of  recording  the  struggk^s  througli  which  they  themselves 
had  ]iassed  in  laying  tlie  foundations  of  American  government  in 
^lichigan.  If  these  records  had  not  been  made  at  that  time,  there 
would  liave  been  blank  pages  in  the  history  of  tliis  State. 

The  Society  has  published,  from  time  to  rime,  docur.nuts  of  the 
greatest  value  taken  from  French  and  Fnglish  archives,  such  as 
the  Cadillac,  the  Bouquet  and  the  Haldimand  papers,  to  meuHion  a 
few  of  the  more  extensive  collections. 
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Above  all,  the  Society  has  kept  alive,  and  has  stiinulated,  the 
widespread  interest  ifi,  and  .study  of  local  history  in  all  portions 
of  the  Slate.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  representation  ar 
mectin'j^s  of  local  historical  socieues,  by  a  mid-wi]iter  nieetin;:j;  lield 
in  some  city  vv'hich  has  extended  its  hospitality  to  the  Society,  and 
by  an  annual  meeting  held  in  June  in  the  Capitol.  This  vvork  is 
being  contiuued  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  Society, 
Mr.  Clarence  E.  Bement  of  Lansing;  and  a  mid-winter  meeting  is 
being  arranged  at  ]\[us]cegon. 

Selections  from  among  the  papers  presented  at  these  meetings 
are  published  from  time  to  time  under  the  title  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  Collections.  The  number  of  volumes  including  the  one 
novr  in  press  is  tliirty-nine,  besides  tvro  indexes.  The  secretai^y  of 
this  Commission  is  ex  ojJIqIo  secretary  of  the  Society. 

COOPERATION   Wmi    OTHER   STATES. 

The  Michigan  Historical  Commission  has  in  its  possession  a  re- 
vised and  corrected  copy  of  the  celebrated  Margry  Papers,  compiled 
by  Pien-e  Margry,  who  originally  began  work  in  the  French  archives 
at  the  instigation  of  Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan,  while  he  was  United 
States  Minister  to  Frarice,  during  the  administration  of  President 
Andrew  Jackson.  These  papers  consist  of  transcriptions  of  selected 
documents  in  the  French  archives  relating  to  the  disco\eries  along 
the  St.  Lawrence,  the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Mississippi,  particularly 
those  of  La  Salle.  The  United  States  government  aided  materially 
in  the  publication  of  the  original  compilation;  but  no  translation  of 
the  papers  has  appeared.  Such  a  translation  the  Commission  now 
has  available  for  publication. 

During  the  past  few  years  Waldo  O.  Leland,  acting  under  the 
direction  of  the  Bureau  of  Historical  Besearch  of  the  Carnegie 
Institution,  has  been  pre^niriiig  a  complete  calendar  of  documents 
in  the  French  archives  relating  to  French  discovery  and  occupa- 
tion. The  Michigan  Commission,  in  common  with  like  organiza- 
tions in  other  States.  h;is  been  a  contributor  to  the  fund  for  the 
prosecution  of  Tdr.  L^-land's  researches.  The  publication  of  the 
calendar  will  be  paid  ii)V  by  tbe  Carnegie  Institution.  It  is  pro- 
posed, however,  to  niake  Mr.  Lehmd's  work  eirective  by  ihe  publica- 
tion of  Hie  ddriimenis  tiuMnsolvcs.  including  the  ^fargry  Papers 
above  adverted  to. 

Such  publication  can  ])est  be  accomplished  by  the  cooperation  of 
tliose  States  to  which  tlse  various  documents  relate.  To  ])ring 
about  a  eonddnjriion   of   (lie  historical  organizations  interested  in 
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the  work  tlie  Michigan  Historical  Commissiou  is  in  consultation 
with  officers  ot'  the  Carnegie  lijsatadou  and  the  Aioerican  Ilistori- 
cal  Association.    Progress  Vv'i]!  be  reported  from  time  to  tin;e. 

COOPERATION   WITD.  'IVIE   UNIVERSrrY  OF   MJCHIGAN. 

Some  of  the  most  valuable  vrork  in  Michigan  history  is  done  by 
graduates  who  have  carried  with  tbom  into  the  profession  of  teach- 
ing the  love  of  historical  studies  begun  during  their  college  careers. 
Occasionally  graduate  students  studying  for  the  higher  degrees  of 
master  of  arts  and  doctor  of  philosophy  prepare  under  competent 
direction,  both  historical  and  literary,  theses  on  topics  rekiting 
to  the  history  of  this  State.  From  time  to  time  tbese  papers  have 
been  published  in  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Collections. 
The  practice  of  publishing  such  papers  stimulates  tlie  study  of  our 
history  and  at  the  sa]ne  time  gives  to  the  people  of  the  State  the 
results  of  such  stud,y.  The  Commission,  acting  in  conjunction  with 
the  Department  of  History  of  Michigan  University,  stands  ready 
to  publish  the  theses  of  students  whose  work  in  preparation  for  the 
higher  degrees  has  been  in  the  subject  of  Michigan  history  and 
whose  work  has  been  accepted.  The  same  opportunities  for  publi- 
cation are  offered  to  like  students  in  other  colleges  and  universi- 
ties, provided  their  papers  are  approved  by  the  Commission. 

The  study  of  western  history  in  institutions  for  higher  education 
is  rapidly  increasing.  Even  tbe  oldest  universities  along  the 
Atlantic  seaboard  are  now  creating  chairs  of  western  history  and 
have  entered  the  field  to  collect  materials  relating  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  northwest.  Tbe  Allegliany  mountains  no  longer  con- 
line  their  historical  view. 

The  romantic  and  fa-'jcinatino'  features  of  the  bednnings  of  New 
France  appeal  to  all  students  of  history;  the  dealings  of  England 
with  the  country  of  the  Great  Lakes  offers  an  interesting  subject 
of  inquiry;  but  especial  value  attaches  to  tlie  study  of  the  founda- 
tions of  free  institutions  in  a  region  beyond  Colonial  influences — 
a  region  essentially  and  typically  American,  tbe  government  of 
which  was  the  first  territorial  task  undertalcen  by  tbe  United 
States. 

The  Commission  realizes  the  importance  which  attaches  to 
gathering  and  publishing  th.e  materials  for  such  study  as  well  as 
the  discussions  of  such  materials;  also,  it  feels  the  duty  which 
this  State  o^\'es  to  the  community  to  preserve  and  presient  the  facts 
relating  to  tb(»  develojmient  of  our  own  portion  of  the  Old  North- 
west.    This  dutv  is  the  more  incumlu-nt  on  us  from  the  fact  that 
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di?;tribution  of  locum ents. 

On  its  organizaiion  in  11)  1;^  ihe  CoiairrLssion  loiiiid  on  hand  a  con- 
siderable niintber  of  \o]irmcs  of  tlie  Colieclions  wliich  iiad  not  been 
sent  to  the  libraries  in  the  State.  By  iiiquiry  the  Commissi'jn  ob- 
tained the  list  of  Collections  sent  to  the  varions  libraries  and 
began  the  task  of  completing  the  sets.  Since  October  1,  the  total 
nninJiC'V  of  volvmies  sent  out  is  2007. 

All  libraries  of  schools  and  other  educational  institutions,  all 
city  and  Grange  libraries  having  more  than  500  volnmes,  are  enti- 
tled to  receive  the  volnnies  on  application.  Loans  of  the  collections 
are  made  to  smaller  libraries  vsdth  the  nuderstanding  that  in  case 
a  library  is  discontinued  the  volumes  will  be  returned. 

Tlie  demand  for  the  volnmes  from  libraries  both,  in  Michigan  and 
in  other  states  is  increasing. 

FINANCIAL. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature  of  1913  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  salaries  of  tlio  permanent  clerical  force  from  the 
general  fund  and  to  allow  tlie  C-omndssion  §5.000  a  year  for  ex- 
penses of  obtaining  and  preparing  material  for  publication  and 
for  collections.  The  Attorney  General,  however,  construed  the  law 
so  as  to  limit  tlte  entire  amount  for  these  two  objects  to  .^5,000. 
The  Commission  therefore  ask  to  have  the  intention  of  the  pre- 
vious Legislature  carried  into  effect,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  neces- 
sary work  already  laid  out. 

The  receipts  and  expenditures  paid  from  the  appropriation  for 
the  fiscal  year  from  July  1,  1013  to  June  30,  1914  have  been  as 
follows: 

Salaries   of  staff   officers    ^o,^9'''>  70 

Travelling-   expenses    351  05 

Office    supplies 44  SS 

Express,  freight  and  cartage   52  30 

Telephone   and    tt  tegrai)h    31  73 

Miscellaneous S34  73 

Total    from    appropriation    !? 5,000  S9 
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GIFTS  AND  ACCESSIONS. 

The  MicliigJin  nistorical  Coinnii.ssioii  acknowledges,  with  grate- 
ful appreciation,  gifts  diu'ing  the  year  1914,  from  the  following 
donors. 

Dr.  a.  W.  Adapts,  Bellevue. 

Mrs.  Frank  L.  Adaisis,  Mason. 

Mrs.  Florexce  L.  DAr,Brn\.  Ypsilanti. 

Mrs.  Bender,  Caro. 

Mr.  a.  B.  Bicp.ixs,  Baltimore,  ^Td.  .... 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Blakeslee,  Baiising. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Brisein,  Lansing.  ^ 

Mrs.  Maytox  J.  Buck^  Lansing. 

Mr.  Clintox  Leacii  Challfoxt,  Springfield.  Mo. 

Mrs.  Jane  Ci.-\rk^  Clinton, 

Mrs.  Eaciiel  Bandolph^,  Snnfield.  '  '. 

Mr.  a.  Curtis.  '        _  ■; '■,    \  •      _- 

Mr.  Daniels.  St,  Johus.  '.      ;     :    '      ^  ,'      - 

]\Ir.  Dunham.  Lansing. 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  EniNGEii,  Hillsdale. 

Executive  Office,  Capitol.  .  ■     . 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everet  ^y.  Ferguson^  Almont. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Freer. 

Mr.  L.  ir.  French,  Kalaaiaz.oo  County. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Hecker.  .       ,; 

Dr.  Harris,  Lansing.  '      = 

Mrs.  T.  C.  Harvey.  Hastings-on.-Hudson,  N.  Y. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Hooker.  Lowell. 

Mrs.  Caroline  S.  Humphrey.  Adrian. 

Mrs.  Charles  Hu^^iphrey,  xS^drian. 

Col.  L.  H,  Ives,  Mason. 

Mrs.  John  Jeffers,  Saginaw. 

Mrs.  Emily  Bockwell  Johnson. 

Mrs.  Julia  Keith,  Grosse  Isle,  ,.  . 

Mrs.  Jane  Kinney,  Bort  Huron. 

Mrs.  ^V.  L.  ^[cCullough,  A^psilauti. 

Mrs.  Amanda  H.  ^Iead. 

Mrs.  T.  L.  B.  ^Miles,  Lansing. 

Mr.  Ja^ies  Cooke  AfiLLs,  Saginaw\ 

Mr.  Charles  ^Ioore,  Detroit. 

Mrs.  Estella  .AForton^.  Almont. 

Mrs.  Simcoe  ^^Il-nsiiaw,  Baris  To"SMiship,  Kent  County. 

Mrs.  M.  .M.  Berry,  Loy>t11. 
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Mn..  Stuart  IT.  Perry,  Adrian. 

I3epart>[i:xt  of  Pt'iiLic  IxsTRucTrox^  Capitol. 

}tlR.  AND  ]^Irs.  .Vli'reo  liEiD^  Laiisiiig. 

Mr.  VriLLiAM  K.  IvEYNOLDs,  Lniisiug. 

Mrs.  E.  Kowe,  Birmingham. 

Mr.  James  SATaT.RLEE,  Lansing'. 

Eev.  Fr.  IxyocEXT  ScHLucTER^  Hurbor  Springs. 

Mrs.,- Eleanor  Seiields.  •  _ 

Mr.  S.  L.  S:\iitei,  r>etroit.  ...... 

Hon.  S.  W,  Smith,  Pontiac,   '  •      : 

Mrs.  a.  W.  Snooks.  Ann  Arbor. 

Mr.  Daniel  E.  Soper,  Cliattanooga.  Tcnn. 

Mrs.  Mary  C,  Spencer,  Ennsing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs,  Byron  Stark. 

Mr.  Calvin  H.  Carr,  '    •       •■. 

Mrs.  Mary  H.  Stone,  Saginaw.  ■     :    .-.  '■. 

Mrs.  Alice  Strayer.  ...  .-'   • 

Mrs.  T.  H.  Taylor,  Almont.  ' 

Mr.  George  S.  Terrey,  Eryden. 

Hon.  Coleman  C.  Vaughan,  St.  Johns.  ■ 

Miss  Walker,  Flint. 

Mr.  Frank  E.  Warner,  Lansing.  /       .: 

Me.  Willia^^is,  Lowell. 

Women's  Club,  Saline,  ;   : 

Mrs.  Em]ma  L,  Wren, 

Mrs.  Dorothea  Mason  T^^rigiit.  Newark,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  Frank  Corion,  Lake  City.   . 

Mrs.  a.  W.  Snooks,  Ann  Arbor. 
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Tenn  Flxpirrs. 

Hon.  Woodbridge  N.  FEraas,  Governor  of  Michigrji,  ex  ojficio. 
Rt.  Rev.  ?^1oxsigxor  Frank  A.  O'Briex,  LL.  D.,  President, 

Kalamazoo 1021 

Prof.  Claude  H.  A'an  Tyxe,  Fh.  13.,  Vice  President,  Ann  Arbor  1918 

William  L.  Jexks.  ^i.  A..  Port  Huron 1916 

Clarence  ^I.  Burton,  ]M.  A.,  Detroit 1917 

FIoN.  Edwin  O.  Wood,  Flint 1919 

Hon.  Lawton  T.  He^fans,  Mason 1920 


EXF(i;PIVE  OFFICERS. 

Charles  AIoore.  Pii.  D..  Secretary  and  Editor, 
MiNA  Humphrey  Varnu.m,  Assistant  Editur, 
ALarie  B.  Ferrey,  Curator  of  tlio  ^luseum. 


third  annual  report  of  thi']  ^iichtgan  historical 

com:mission. 

The  Honorable  Woodhridge  N.  Ferris, 

Governor  of  ]\lichigan. 
Sir:— The  ^Michigan  Historical  Commission  respectfull}'  submit  their 

third  aniuial  report,  in  accordance  with  section  numbered  nine  of  Act 

No.  271,  Public  Acts  of  1918,  by  virtue  of  which  law  the  Commission 

exists. 

During  the  ]>ast  year  the  Commission  has  consisted  of  the  follo^\'ing 

members : 

Hon.  Woodbridge  N.  Ferris,  Governor  of  ^vlichigan,  ex  officio, 
Rt.  Rev.  :Mgr.  Frank  A.  0T>rien,  LL.  D., 
Prof.  Claude  H.  Van  Tyne,  ^^^- '     :   •■-  •  -       •  • 

WiUiam  Lee  Jenks,  ]\I.  A.,  ': 

Clarence  iMmiro  Burton,  M.  A.,  -      . 

Hon.  Edwin  0.  Wood,  .:^vs    /';•:.■;:../   • 

Hon.  Lavrton  T.  Hemans.  *  .  r' 

In  June,  1915,  Mon.signor  O'Brien  was  elected  president  and  Professor 
Van  Tyne  was  elected  vice-pi'psident  for  the  tenn  of  one  year.  The 
Commission  has  held  regular  ciuarterly  meetings  in  Lansing;  two  special 
meetings  on  the  Island  of  IMackinac,  and  a  joint  meeting  v%ith  the 
Mackinac  Island  State  Park  Commis.->ion. 

A    BUILDING    FOR    RECOin)S. 

The  ^Michigan  Historical  Commission  are  authorized  and  empc^wered 
''to  collect  from  the  State,  count}',  city,  village  and  tov>-nship  offices 
such  records,  files,  documents,  books  and  papers  as  are  not  less  than 
thirty  years  old,  and  are  not  in  current  use,  and  are.  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Commission  vahurole  only  for  historical  x)urposes.'" 

While  the  law  contemplates  the  collection,  ])reservation  and  arrange- 
ment for  the  use  of  historical  students,  of  State  and  munici]x\l  records, 
no  provision  has  !)een  made  as  yet  for  the  reception  of  such  records. 
The  Commission  is  compelled  repeatedly  to  decline  to  receive  materials 
because  it  had  no  ])lace  to  put  them;  and  the  systematic  gathering  of 
records  anrl  n.c^wspaper  files  cannot  be  undertaken  for  the  lack  of  fire- 
proof space  in  which  to  house  them. 
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The  vStatc  Library  receives,  catalo.2;u(.^s  and  otherwise  makes  availaiile 
the  books  aiicl  docunients  received  b}'  the  Cornrni.-sion,  thereby  render- 
ing a  service  to  the  Coiimiission  and  avoiding  the  unnecessary  duplica- 
tion of  library  effort.  The  cooperation  existing  ]}('tween  the  tvro  in- 
stii.utions  suggests  that  wlien—as  must  soon  ha])pen — new  quarters 
shall  be  provided  for  the  State  Lil)rary,  sufficient  room  for  the  activities 
of  the  Historical  Commission  he  provided  in  the  same  building. 

OFFICES    OP   THE    COMMISSION. 

During  the  session  of  the  Legislature  the  Historical  Commission 
occupied  offices  hi  a  portion  of  the  Museum  room  on  the  up^per  fioc-r  of 
the  Capitol.  The  space  available  was  limited  and  Vv'orl':  was  intern.;pted 
by  the  large  numbers  of  visitors  to  the  ]Museum.  Wlien  the  Legislature 
adjourned,  offices  adjoining  the  Senate  were  assigned  to  the  Commission 
and  these  rooms  ^vill  be  availaljle  until  tlie  Legislature  again  con^-enes. 

One  result  of  occupying  quarters  in  the  Museum  was  the  restoration 
of  a  capacious  and  fine  desk  and  a  number  of  chairs  of  much  d^goity 
and  distinction  wliich  iiad  come  down  from  Territorial  times.  This 
old  furniture  will  continue  to  1)0  used  by  the  Commission  both  because 
of  its  3uital)ihty  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  it. 

Tlie  Board  of  State  Auditors  have  placed  in  the  Conmiission  offices 
metal  filing  cases,  asbestos  lined  and  fire-proof,  to  care  for  the  manu- 
scripts, maps  and  pliotogra])hs  belonging  to  the  Commission.  AVhile 
the  filuig  cases  are  not  adequate  to  accommodate  all  the  manuscripts 
belonging  to  tlie  Commission,  nevertheless  they  enable  a  good  start  to 
be  made.  Li  time  they  will  be  sup|)iemented  l^y  larger  resources  and 
the  Comnnssion  will  be  able  to  provide  with  reasonable  safety  for  the 
constantly  increasing  number  of  manuscripts  which  come  into  its 
possession. 

THE    ALULIXG    LIST. 

The  mailing  list,  on  permanent  addressograph  plates,  comprises  the 
followmg    divisions:     First,    libraries    of    universities,    colleges,    ivigh 
;  schools,  private  schools,  parochial  schools,  and  Granges  in  ^Michigan 

and  other  States  and  in  Canada,  England,  Sweden  and  South  America, 
which  hbraries  contain  the  volumes  of  the  Collections.     Second,  news- 
papers in  ^[ichigan.     Third,  members  of  the  ^lichigan  Pioneer  :ind" 
',  Historical  Society.     This  list  of  members  has  been  corrected  during 

\  the  past  3'ear  by  sending  a  postal  card  to  each  member  named  in  Bulictin 

1  No.  3.     The  Secretary  requests  that  he  be  notifieil  of  changes  of  ad'.iress 

and  of  the  death  of  members  of  this  Society,  in  order  that  the  list  may 
be  ke|jt  complete.  Notices  are  also  sent  to  vState  olficers,  members  of 
the  Legislature,  and  otliers  whose  names  are  not  on  tlie  permanent  list. 
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KOL'TJXr:    Y.'OT?.K. 

During-  tlie  year  the  work  of  supplying"  the  Colicctions  to  sx-IjooI  and 
public  libraries.,  l)oth  ii)  Michigan  and  in  other  States,  as  VvcU  as  in 
several  foreign  eountries,  has  gone  on  at  an  increasing  ratio.  The 
records  sliowing  the  ^vhoreabouts  of  these  volumes  have  ])een  perfected 
and  are  now  reasonably  conij:)l(te. 

The  corres[)(,nidence  of  the  Connnission  is  constantly  on  the  increase 
and  witli  the  aid  of  new  tiling  cases  this  correspondence  has  been  ar- 
ranged systematically.  The  cuts  of  maps,  places  and  individuals  used 
to  illustrate  the  publislied  volumes  now  fill  twenty-seven  di'a->.vers,  and 
have  a  decided  historical  value.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  Commission 
to  loan  these  cuts  for  historical  purposes, 

MAKKIXG    HISTORIC    SPOTS. 

The  Connnission  gratefully  acknowledges  the  receipt  from  various 
sources  (notably  from  the  chai)ters  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Eevolution)  of  photographs  of  memorials  and  monuments  erected  in 
]slichigan  to  mark  historical  places  and  events.  Tiiese  photographs, 
together  with  clii])  papers  and  otlier  records  of  like  character,  have  been 
alphabeticalh"  arranged  Ijy  counties,  towns,  subjects,  j^eople,  and 
events,  with  suihcient  cross-references  to  make  them  easily  available. 
These  papers  are  now  in  fii'e-pi'oof  filing  cases.  The  Commission 
particuJarl}'  requests  that  all  such  records  be  sent  to  their  offices  by  the 
clubs  and  individuals  inU-rested.  In  tliis  way  a  large  body  of  material 
is  being  collected  for  the  use  of  historical  students.  I\Iam^  of  the 
counties  of  the  State  are  now  represented,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  time 
there  will  be  accumulated  at  Lansing  material  that  will  call  to  the 
capital  students  ^vlio  find  it  desirable  to  consult  original  materials. 

MICIIIGAX    HISTORY    PRIZE    ESSAY    CONTEST. 

Tlie  Di'Aighters  of  tht'  American  Revolution  aud  the  ^Michigan  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clulx  have  arranged  a  prize  essay  contest  open  to 
pupils  in  ^Mieliigan  schools  of  the  eighth  grade  in  the  high  school  or  of 
correspondiug  grade  in  ;iuy  other  school.  The  sul>ject  of  the  essays  is 
the  settlement  and  devi^lopment  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  essay 
is  being  written.  Hie  Daughters  of  the  American  Re\-olution  take 
charge  of  the  contest  in  towns  where  tliere  are  ch.apters  oi  that  orgimiza- 
tion,  and  the  Women's  ('lut)s  ha\e  cliarge  of  the  contest  in  to^ms  where 
there  are  clubs  but  no  D.  A.  H.  Chaptei'S.  The  Superintendent  oi 
Public  Instruction  looks  after  the  contest  in  towns  where  there  are 
neither  ch.apt<M-s   uor  elul)s. 
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Arr-aiigonieu'-s  }>rr,'o  h^^vri  iriad/  whrireby  the  Historical  Cominissiou 
will  have  the  privilep;e  of  ])iinting  huc{)  essay's  as  contain  inforinatiou 
of  value  to  the  history  of  the  State.  The  prizes  arc  large  sizr-  photo- 
graphs of  the  statue  of  Lewis  Cass  in  the  Capitol  at  Washin^^.on  and  the 
portrait  of  S[e\'ens  1\  Mason,  first  Governor  of  ^Michigan,  from  the  oil 
painting  in  Memorial  Hall,  Ann  Arbor. 

This  prize  essay  contest  Vvas  suggested  by  a  ''lii.^tor}'  of  ^Menominee"' 
prepared  by  the  Class  of  1910  of  the  Menominee  High  School,  under 
the  supervision  of  ]\iiss  Frances  13.  Radford,  teacher  of  history,  v.ith 
the  assistance  of  Mrs.  A.  1^.  Saw3'er.  This  history  consists  of  a  pamphlet 
of  thirty-tv\'o  printed  pages  and  is  a  model  of  arrangement,  research, 
comprehensi\-eness,  and  effective  presentation. 

MICUTGAN    BIBLIOGRAPHY.  ' 

During  tb.e  past  year  a  consideral;)le  amount  of  work  has  been  done 
on  the  Michigan  Bibliography,  v>hich  is  one  of  the  chief  projects  under- 
taken b}^  the  Commission.  The  Michigan  titles  in  the  State  Libraiy 
liave  been  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Librarian.  The 
Alichigan  titles  in  tije  Library  of  Con^gress  have  been  purchased.  The 
librarians  of  r^Iichigan  University,  the  Agricultural  College,  and  the 
Detroit  and  Grand  Rapids  Public  Libraries,  have  furnished  the  cards 
pertaining  to  their  respective  institutions  or  cities.  A  considerable 
number  of  separate  cards  have  been  n^ide  and  the  work  of  collating 
the  cards  has  progressed  as  rapidly  as  possible  under  present  service 
conditions^  The  biljliograpliical  cards  are  nov/  filed  in  such  manner 
that  they  are  of  constant  use  in  answering  correspondence. 

MICHIGAN    CHRONOLOGY. 

A  chronology  of  leading  events  in  Michigan  liistory  from  the  earliest 
times  to  the  present  has  hcvn  created  and  is  now  in  working  order. 
This  chronology  is  added  to  from  time  to  time,  and  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  regular  division.-  into  which  the  work  of  the  Commission  falls. 

The  necrology  of  Michigan  is  reasonably  complete  for  1915.  This 
is  supplemented  by  newspaper  notices  of  noted  ])eople  still  living,  of 
historic  characters,  places  and  events  from  };Iay  1915.  These  records 
are  available  in  the  olTices  of  the  Connnission. 

NKWSPAPF.US    Or     MICHIGAN. 

During  the  past  year  material  has  been  gathered  and  in  part  prepared 
for  a  bulletin  showing  the  location  and  condition  of  files  of  newsp..pers 
throuahout  the  State,     drcuhir  letters  have  been  sent  to  all  ^^liehiaan 
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newi=pa])ei^  and  JibrarioH  anil  every  cfTort  be;  b'H;n  marlc  to  secure  in- 
formation. This  li.-=t,  although. at  prt-sent  incomplete,,  is  valu^ihle  to 
historical  stiideiits  who  desire  to  locate  the  files  of  Michigan  ne<,v.spapers. 
It  is  intended  to  publisli  a  bulletin  on  the  subject  in  the  near  future. 

ORKMNAL   D0CUAIENT8. 

7'hc  Ctnsus  of  1820.     11te  United  States  census  for  Ivlicliio-an  of  1820, 


Tvdiich  was  discovered  by  jNIr.  C  ]M.  Burton  in  going  through  the  old 
papers  at  the  Capitol,  has  been  placed  in  a  fire-proof  cabinet  and  is  ncAv 
available  to  students.  A  copy  of  this  census  has  been  funnshed  to  the 
Census  Bureau  in  Washington  by  the  Commission. 

The  Schoolcraft  Papers.  The  Schoolcraft  Papers  copied  from  the 
originals  in  the  Library  of  Congi'css  have  been  arranged  and  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  edited  will  be  published. 

T/te  Peter  While  I^apers.  Among  the  more  notable  accfaisitions  dur- 
ing the  past  year  are  the  addresses  and  public  papers  of  the  late  Peter 
White,  of  ^Marquette.  The  collection  includes  upwards  of  130  items; 
and  it  contains  pro})al")ly  tiie  most  comprehensive  records  of  the  de- 
velopment of  the  iron  region  of  Alichigan  ever  gathered.  .All  of  this 
development  ^Ir.  Wliite  saw,  and  of  niuch  of  it  he 'was  a  constituent 
part.  He  came  to  be  regarded  as  the  representative  cixizen  of  the  Upper 
Peninsula:  iiis  public  spirit  and  generosity  brought  him  in  contact  with 
popular  movements  of  various  kinds;  and  his  •  good-fellovv'ship  and 
abundant  humor  caused  him  to  be  sought  after  as  a  speaker  at  cele- 
brations and  social  gatherings  throughout  the  State.  He  had  been  a 
staunch  churchman,  a  State  Senator,  a  Regent  of  the  University  and  a 
member  of  various  commissions.  All  of  these  activities  are  represented 
in  his  papers  and  letters.  He  was  a  business  man  and  a  banker:  and 
the  characteristic  forms  of  financing  adoj)ted  in  a  region  remote  from 
financial  centers  but  having  large  pay-rolls  can  be  studied  in  his  records 
more  fully  and  more  satisfactoril}^  than  anywhere  else. 

The  Peter  White  Papers  comprise  addresses  and  memoranda  con- 
cerning the  Saint  IMary's  Canal  Celebration  of  1905,  including  letters 
of  Charles  T.  Harvey,  the  constructing  engineer  of  the  canal;  the 
Michigan-Wisconsin  Boundary  dispute:  the  Luiiversity  of  ^Michigan, 
while  ]\Ir.  White  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Regents;  the  creation 
of  the  ^larquette  diocese  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  and  the 
appointment  of  ths'  first  bislK:-p;  the  hustory  of  Ishpeming,  of  Marquette. 
Escanaba,  of  the  Mission  Church  at  Mackinac,  of  the  Lake  Superior 
reg-ion;  the  discovery  of  iron  and  the  development  of  iron  mining;  the 
establishment  of  mail  service  in  the  I'pper  Peninsula:  the  Xortherii 
Normal  School;  churches  in  Northern  }vlichig-an;  the  nnu'der  of  School- 
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craft  at  Sau.lt  Ste.  >r')ri(\  (^v^^  v(''-.v'f)ns) ;  vessels  on  tlie  V])p('r  Lake 
])cfore  tho  l)uilclin<i;  of  IIk^  (.'anal;  niiiiing  taxation;  the  creation  of  the 
Presqiu;  Isle  l)reakvv'ater  and  }iar])or  of  refuge;  Pre.-que  Isle  Park:  TliO 
Lake  Superior  Iron  Company;  tlie  ^Larquette  and  Western,  the  }kLir- 
quette  and  I\Lickin.ar,  tlie  Lake  Su})erior  aurl  Ishf)eniing.  the  Dn'uiii 
and  Iron  Kange  and  the  Alarquette  and  ^Mineral  Piange  PiailroiiJ-. 
There  are  rnanuscri])t  dialect  poems  of  the  late  WilUanj  H.  Drurnmond.. 
letters  of  Hiram  A.  I^urt,  Alfred  Pleads,  Samuel  IVIoody,  S.  P.  Kly  avid 
manj'  other  earh'  settlers;  a  petition  for  the  creation  of  tlie  State  of 
Superior,  a  project  now  being  revived;  and  desciiptions  of  the  Pictured 
Rocks.  The  collection  contains  materials  for  a  complete  account  of 
what  was  known  in  the  Upper  Peniiisula  as  ''Iron  ^Nloney,"'  inclu..l:ng 
the  part  played  by  it  in  the  Hayes-Tilden  campaign,  and  in  the  defe?it 
of  Senator  Chandler.  There  is  scarcely  a  topic  relating  to  the  hi-:or\' 
of  the  iron  region  that  is  not  touched  upon  in  these  v;iluabie  papers. 
To  ]Mr.  Morgan  AV.  Joplin,  of  ^larquette,  a  grandson  of  yiv.  AVhire. 
and  one  of  his  executors,  the  Commission  is  indebted  for  this  valuabie 
material. 

The  Chandler  ForiiaiU.  Twelve  portraits  of  Zachariah  Charid'er 
and  members  of  his  family,  copied  from  miniatures,  daguerreot^-p-t-s 
and  photographs  in  possession  of  his  daughter,  Mrs  Eugene  Hale  of 
Ellsv.'orth,  ~\Te.,  have  l.ieen  added  to  the  collections.  These  portraits 
represent  the  young  manhood,  the  early  senatorial  period  and  le.e 
maturity  of  Senator  Chandler;  and  tlsere  are  portraits  of  his  father  and 
mother  as  well.  Sup])lemcntary  to  tlie  portraits  are  photographs  of 
Air.  Chandler's  birthphice,  \hv  scliooihouse  where  lie  was  taught  and 
where  James  F.  Joy  vras  once  a  teacher,  and  a  genealogy  of  the  Charid'er 
family. 

AutobiograpJitj  of  Auslin  Jylair.  Among  the  papers  left  by  Governor 
Blair  was  a  sketch  of  hi?^  life.  Wdiilo  it  is  not  as  extensive  as  could  be 
desired,  it  is  much  more  full  than  anything  now  in  print;  and,  more- 
over, it  contains  much  information  in  regard  to  political  affairs  in 
Michigan.  Governor  l^hiir  was  a  man  of  strong  convictions  and  the 
fact  that  he  followed  those  ctinvictioiis  resolutely  led  to  man}-  poli:ioal 
changes  in  his  career  and  to  much  misunderstanding  as  to  his  motives. 
The  autobiography  throws  light  on  ihe^e  matters.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
remaining  papers  of  Go\'ernor  Blair  ^nll  be  deposited  v.dth  the  Coni- 
mission  by  ^Irs.  Charles  Blair,  who  has  made  the  gift  of  the  Au:^- 
biography. 

Journal  of  Beta  Hiihlxtrd.  Throuiih  the  good  offices  of  Lion.  K.  C. 
Allen,  State  Geol<\iri-t.  the  Commission  has  secured  from  ]Mr.  P."'.:! 
Hublxird  the  original  jourmil  and  notebook  of  his  grandfather.  P:!:\ 
Hubbard,  descrilving  x\w  lattcr's  geologic  field  iournevs  and  invesiu:-- 
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lions  while  einployefl  on  the  fir-'t  ^^••(^lop;'c•al  9-^\vv(y  of  ^fifhigan  nntk^r 
Dr.  Dondass  IToughton.  I\ir.  Ilnhl^ard's  li'/cly  curiosity,  liis  industry, 
the  charm  of  his  style,  and  his  broad  cultivation  have  ^iven  to  his 
writings  relating  to  the  early  days  of  this  Stat(>  a  value  snrpa'^sed  by 
those  01  no  other  man.  Any  new  material  from  his  pen  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  rare  find. 

St.  Joseph  Coiuily  Skifi^iical  Records  and  Pioneer  llisionj;  compiler! 
by  A})iel  }''elio\vs  Chapter,  Daughters  of  the  American  Kevolution,  Dr. 
B.  AI.  Haines,  Regent;  ^liss  Sue  I.  Silliman,  Editor.  This  volume  con- 
sists of  county  clerks'  records  of  1G22  marriages  in  St.  Joseph  County 
between  1832  and  1852;  newspaper  notices  from  the  News  Ive])orter, 
1S60  to  18G9,  and  from  the  Western  Chronicle  from  1858  to  1859; 
marriages  in  records  of  the  jMethodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
Three  Elvers  and  St.  Edward's  Church,  Mendon;  bapti.-m.al  records 
from  the  same  churches;  clvui-ch  membership  records,  death  records 
taken  from  cemeteries,  historical  sketches  of  churches,  societies  and 
institutions,  and  the  text  of  the  Three  Rivers  first  historical  pageant. 
These  records  are  in  excellent  form,  and  are  a  raie  example  of  patient 
and  intelligent  research. 

PUnLICATIONS    IN    PREPARATION.  .: 

Tlie  following  manuscri[)ts  are  in  hand  for  publication  at  an  early 
date: 
j^  John  Nicolct.     Exercises  at  the  unveiling  of  the  tab'et  commemo- 

I  rating  the  disco\-ery  and  exploration  of  the  Northwest,  on  IMackinac 

|.  Island,  July  12,   1915.  under  the  auspices  of  the  ^Michigan  Historical 

I  Commission  and  the  ^lackinac  Island  State  Park  Commission.     (In 

i  press) 

I  Leu:is  Cass.     Exercises  at  the  unveiling  of  the  ta])let  commemorating 

I  the  services  of  Lewis  Cass  as  (:^o^•ernor  of  3Jichigaii  Territory  and 

\  Explorer  of  the  Northwest,  August  11,  1915,  under  the  auspices  of  the 

^Michigan  Historical  Commission  and  the  IMackinac  Island  State  Park 

Commission. 

Ncunes  of  P  ace^  of  Interest  on  Mackinac  Island,  Michigan,  as  es- 
tablished, designated  and  adopted  by  the  IMackinac  Island  State  Park 
Commission  and  the  ^lichigau  Historical  Connnission;  and  descriptive 
and  explanatory  notes  l)y  the  Rt.  I\ev.  ^lonsignor  Frank  A.  O'Brien, 
LL.  D.,  President  of  tlie  Michigan  Historical  Commission,  1915.  Jn 
press) 

The  Life  of  Stevens  Thompson  Mason;  by  Lawton  T.  Hemans.  A 
study  of  political  conditions  in  Michigan  during  later  Territorial  and 
early  Statehood  da  vs. 
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UuiverSily  Series. 

Economic  and  Social  BeginnirujH  of  Michigan;  a  study  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  LoAver  Peninsula  during  the  Territorial  Period  180o-1837; 
by  George  Newman  Fuller,  Ph.  D.  About  800  pages  of  text;  24  plates 
and  25  illustrations.  A  tli<\sis  submitted  at  the  University  of  r\richigan. 
(In  press) 

The  Public  Life  of  Zachariah  Chandler,  1851-1875;  by  Wilmer  C. 
Hairis,  Ph.  D.  A  thesis  suljmitted  to  the  Department  of  History  of 
the  University  of  Chicago.  This  monograph  presents  ]\Ir.  Chandler 
as  the  representative  in  the  United  States  Senate  of  the  radical  spirit 
dominant  «mong  his  constituents  during  the  epoch  of  the  ^Var  of  Se- 
cession and  the  Reconstruction  period. 

The  Michigan  Fur  Trade;  by  Ida  Amanda  Johnson,  Ph.  D.  A  thesis 
submitted  at  the  University  of  Michigan.  This  study  gives  an  account 
of  the  fur  trader's  regime  in  IMichigan;  shows  tlie  trading  policy  of. 
the  various  nation.s  which  successivel}^  held  sway  over  her  territory 
and  its  results;  relates  the  story  of  the  rise  and  groA\i:h  of  the  various 
posts  and  out-posts  within  Alichigan  borders;  the  influences  to  which 
they  were  subjected  and  their  fortunes  in  peace  and  v\'ar;  depicts  the 
life  of  the  traders,  their  relation  to  the  Indians  and  to  each  other. 

The  Historical  Geography  of  Detroit;  by  Almon  Ernest  Parkins.  Ph. 
D.  A  dissertation  submitted  to  the  faculty  of  the  Ogden  Graduate 
School  of  Science,  Uni\'ersity  of  C'hicago,  in  candidacy  for  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  philosophy.  Mr.  Parkins  has  made  a  study  of  the  geo- 
graphic influences  that  led  to  the  establishment  of  Detroit  and  its 
development  from  a  trading-post  to  the  manufacturing  and  commercial 
metropolis  of  today. 

llie  Evoh.dion  of  the  Courdic^  of  Michigan:  by  William  Henry  Hatha- 
vray,  ^I.  A.,  head  of  the  History  Department,  Eastern  l^ivision  High 
School,  ^Milwaukee. 

MICHIGAN    HISr()[U<'AL    COLLECTIONS.  ■     . 

During  the  past  year  Voluna.'  :>0  of  the  Michigan  Historical  Col- 
lections has  been  published,  besidts  the  records  of  the  origin  of  the 
ALichigan  Historical  Connnission  and  of  the  meetings  of  that  Com- 
mission and  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society.  The 
volume  contains  p-jiu-rs  oi\  liv-tofical  topics  relating  to  ^Michigan  and 
a  list  of  articles,  authors,  and  illustrations  in  the  thirty-nine  volumes 
of  the  series  thus  far  iiubli^hcd.  'V\\h  latter  work  covering  P2i  printed 
pages  form<  a  much  needed  guide  lo  the  Cv)llt\"tions  and  will  serve  as  a 
finding-list  umil  a  eonsolidat^'d  index  can  be  prepared.     ^Materials  for 
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Volume  40  have  accuiniilatetl;  amoiii::;  the  more  important  articles  are 
Mt.  Edward  G.  Holden's  personal  reminiscences  of  Carl  Sehurz  during 
the  year  lie  spent  as  editor  of  the  Detroit  Post.  Mr.  Sehurz  himself 
does  not  cover  this  period  in  his  autobiography.  Mr.  ITrlden  was 
associated  with  l\Ir.  Scliurz  on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Post  and  then 
began  a  friendship  that  was  continued  until  the  deatli  of  the  former. 
^Ir.  H.  Bedford-Jones  lias  been  led  to  check  up  Alexander  Henry's 
account  of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Michilimackinac  hi  1763,  with  the  re- 
sult of  finding  such  discrepancies  between  the  account  and  the  facts 
as  to  throw  a  new  light  on  Henry's  veracity  as  an  historical  writer. 
There  are  papers  by  Mrs.  Lillian  Drake  Avery  of  Pontiac,  and  .Miss 
Mary  A.  Goddard,  assistant  professor  of  Natural  Sciences  in  the  State 
Normal  College,  which  discuss  the  underground  railroad  in  Oakland 
and  Washtenaw  counties,  respectively,  both  contributing  valuable  in- 
formation in  a  field  almost  uncultivated.  The  entire  period  of  the 
War  of  Secession  has  received  in  the  Collections  scant  and  inadequate 
attention  on  the  historical  side,  and  the  attention  of  writers  on  Michigan 
history  is  called  to  this  very  fruitful  field  of  research  and  exploration. 
Prof.  John  Cutler  Shedd,  of  Olivet  College,  contributes  a  paper  on 
Manassah  Cutler's  relations  to  higher  education  in  the  Northv\-est; 
Andrew  B.  Dougherty,  Esq.,  Deputy  Attorney  General,  discusses 
earh^  State  cases  in  the  Supreme  Court;  Mr.  John  Fitzgibbon,  of  the 
Detroit  News  staff,  tells  the  story  of  the  Government  operations  in 
surveying  and  cliarting  the  Great  Lakes  from  the  beginning  of  the  work 
in  1841  to  the  present  time;  Hon.  G.  J.  Diekema  of  Holland  has  a  paper 
on  the  Llolland  emdgration  to  Michigan;  Mr.  Raymond  V^yer,  Director 
of  the  Hackiey  Art  Caller}^,  IMuskegon,  contributes  a  paper  on  ^Nlr. 
Hackley's  benefaction. 

CO-OPERATIOX    WITH    OTHER    HISTORICAL    CO^nHSSIOXS. 

Under  the  direction  of  Dr.  J.  Franklin  Jameson,  director  of  the  de- 
partment of  historical  research  of  the  Carnegie  Institution,  a  calendar 
of  the  documents  relating  to  the  region  of  the  Great  Lakes  and  the 
Mississippi  Valley  is  being  prepared  by  Mr.  Waldo  Leland.  Secretary 
of  the  American  Historical  Association.  ]Mr.  Leland  has  pursued  his 
researches  among  the  archives  of  France;  and  his  work  was  nearly 
completed  when  it  was  interru])ted  by  the  war  in  Europe.  The  calendar, 
however,  is  in  such  slnipe  that  it  can  be  coixsulted  by  historical  students. 

The  Michigan  Historical  Conunission  possesses  in  the  ^Fargrv  papers 
a  considerable  portion  of  these  original  documents.  The  IlUnois 
Historical  Society  has  been  at  ^vork  in  the  same  field  and  has  another 
important  fraction  of  the  original  material.     By  combining  the  }K\pers 
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in  the  Micliioan  ..r.  !  IlliMoi.^  Col'u-tioiLs,  luid  by  u>i!i;^  tJie  Carnogle 
Calc]jd:ir  to  indiratc  tho  (.•xlciit  anrl  iiaturo  of  the  onii:;sioiis.  publica- 
tion of  tlie  ])apers  in  the  pos.-ession  of  the  two  .societies  can  be  made  to 
contribute  largely  to  genuine  historical  work  in  connection  with  the 
old  Northwest.  It  is  pro])er  to  say  that  the  Ilistorir-al  Societies  of  the 
Middle  West  contributed  to  the  preparation  of  the  Carnegie  Calendar; 
so  that  it  represents  the  co-operative  work  of  these  societies. 

The  combined  efforts  of  the  Historical  Societies  of  lUinoi^,  Minnesota, 
Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  ^Michigan  are  now  V^eing  directed  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  calendar  of  ])apers  relating  to  the  Middle  AVest  in  Wasliington. 
When  this  calendar  has  been  prepared  each  State  vrill  be  able  to  locate 
and  have  reproduced  for  tire  use  of  its  historical  scholars  the  papers  in 
whicli  it  is  particularly  interested.  Meanwhile  Mr.  C.  M.  Burton,  at 
his  o^^-n  expense,  ha?  had  photographed  and  has  placed  in  the  Burton 
Library  of  the  Detroit  Public  Library  some  eight  thousand  copies  of 
papers  in  the  AA'a"^  Deprtrtment  relating  more  or  less  directly  to  the 
history  of  ]Micliigan.     Tiiese  papers  are  available  to  students  of  history. 

CO-OPERATION    WJTH    THE    PIOXEEK   AND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY.         . 

The  ]Mid-winter  meeting  of  the  ^^lichigan  Pioneer  and  Historical 
Society  was  held  in  the  Hack  ley  x\rt  Galler3',  Muskegon,  in  February. 
The  meeting  was  ])resided  over  by  Z\Ir.  Clarence  E.  Bement.  President 
of  the  Society,  and  several  representatives  of  the  Commission  were 
present  and  took  part  in  tlie  ])roeeedings.  The  historical  activities  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  J^evolution  were  ])resented  by  ^Nlrs. 
William  11.  Wait,  Slate  Ivcgent,  and  those  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
War  of  1812  by  the  President,  :Mrs.  James  H.  Campbell  of  Grand 
Rapids.  The  hosi)itality  of  the  people  of  Muskegon  was  sho^\Ti  in  a 
reception  given  to  the-  memiuTs  of  the  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society 
at  the  Hackley  Gallery,  an<i  in  the  })artlcularly  interesting  music,  l:)0th 
choral  and  orchestral. 

The  forty-first  annual  luiv'tiii^-  of  the  Society  was  he'd  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  Lansing,  June  2  tnid  :•>,  and  besides  the  papers  presented, 
one  session  was  occupied  witli  .a  conference  on  the  methods  of  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  publi'-  libraries,  patriotic  societies  and  county 
historical  societies,  with  the  Michigan  Historical  Commission,  in 
gatherhig  and  publishing  mattria!^  relating  to  the  history  of  the  State. 
More  tlian  twenty  [kmsous.  rrj-n ->'ntuig  county  and  local  historical 
societies,  patriotic  societies  and  public  liln-aries,  i)articipated  in  the 
Conference.  The  Michigan  l\'deration  of  Women's  Clubs  was  repre- 
sented by  the  [>residcnt,  Mr-^.  K.  H.  Ashb;iug!i.  and  the  Daughters  cf 
the  American  llevoliiiion  and  I  fie  War  o\'  1SI2  look  ])aaT.     The  papers 
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j)resented  at  tliese  two  ineetin<<s,  tojicther  with  t}ie  r('])ort  of  the  pro- 
eeedin^';s   will  appear  in  A^oluine  40  of  Iho  Coli(H;tion.s. 

CO-OPERATION    VvITFr    THE    MACKINAC    INLAND    hlATE    PARK    COMMISSION. 

The  ^Michigan  Historical  Conimisjioii  accepted  the  inviiatioii  of  trif- 
iMackinac  Island  State  l\itk  Connnission  to  particii)ate  hi  tlie  unveiling 
of  a  tablet  to  Jean  Nicolet,  Avhich  tablet  was  erected  on  Mackinac 
Island  near  Arch  Rock.  At  the  exercises  which  took  place  on  July  13, 
the  orator  was  tlie  Rev.  T.  J.  Cani})l)ell,  S.  J,,  of  Xevr  York  City.  The 
address  on  the  unveiling  was  made  b>'  ^Igr.  O'Brien  on  behalf  of  the 
^Michigan  Historical  Commission.  The  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the 
State  was  made  I)}'  Hon.  Lawton  T.  Hemans.  and  Hon.  Edwin  0. 
AYood  responded  to  the  addri^ss  of  weleuine  mode  bj'  the  Mayor  of 
^lackinac  Is^md. 

On  July  12,  a  joint  meeting  of  the  ^Mackinac  Island  State  Park  Com- 
inis^^ion  and  the  Michigan  Historical  Commission  was  held  at  ^Mackinac 
and  the  two  Connnissions  visited  the  site  of  the  Fort  of  1763  and  made 
suggestions  looking  to'ward  the  restoration  of  the  old  lines  of  the  fori:. 
They  also  visited  the  haiilding  set  apart  for  a  historic  museum  on  ]\Iack- 
inac  Island  and  arranged  for  co-0})era.tioii  in  furnishing  materials  for 
the  museum.  The  list  of  names  and  places  agreed  upon  by  the  two 
Commissions  was  presented  at  the  meeting  b}'  Monsignor  O'Brien,  vs'as 
approved  and  ordered  printed  as  a  bulletin  of  the  Historical  Com- 
mission. 

On  August  28,  the  Historical  Commission  again  co-operated  with  the 
Park  Commission  in  the  unveiling  of  a  tablet  to  Le^^^s  Cass.  At  this 
meeting  Hon.  Edwin  0.  Wood  presided;  the  princi])al  address  was  made 
by  Hon.  Edwin  Henderson  of  tlie  Detroit  bar,  and  addresses  were  made 
by  Governor  Ferris,  Senator  Atlee  Povrer  of  Ohio  and  Alonsignor  O'Brien. 

THE   HISTORICAL  MUSEUMS. 

The  Museum  continues  to  grow  in  its  usual  desultory  way.  Tlie 
first  need  of  the  Tvluseum  is  an  expert-made  catalogue,  and  until  this 
shall  have  been  achieved  the  Museum  ^vWll  minister  rather  to  the  curiosity 
than  to  the  information  of  \'isitors.  The  ^yluseum  is  supposed  to 
represent  pioneer  conditions  in  ^Michigan,  but  it  is  impossible  to  devise 
am-  means  adequately  to  represent  those  conditions  in  the  corridoi^ 
of  the  Cai)it(.)l.  The  Contmi^^i(Jn  htis  reconnnended  ro  the  ]v\iriotic 
societies  of  Michigan  that  they  undertake  to  ])uiid  in  Pausing  a  log-cabin, 
wherein  may  be  arranged  the  furniture  and  utensils  used  l^y  the  pioneers 
of  r\Iicliigan.  In  no  oth«n'  way  can  the  materials  now  collected  be 
made  to  vield  a  ^•alue  commensurate  with  their  cost  and  care. 
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The  Mackiiiac  Jsl'iiui  ^'t:i1(;  I^irk  C'omiaissioii  has  set  apart  for  a 
museum  a  historic  and  commodious  building  situated  where  it  over- 
looks the  Straits  of  Mackinac^  and  the  Historical  Commission  has 
agreed  to  co-operate  v.itli  tlic  1^'irk  Commission  in  the  gathering  and 
arrangement  of  collections  for  the  museum.  Tiiis  new  museum  has  an 
opportunity  to  illustrate  in  chronological  order  the  liistory  of  "Michigan, 
beginning  vritli  prehistoric  times  as  represented  in  the  Vv'orks  of  the 
Ancient  ^.liners  of  Lake  Superior  and  the  njakers  of  the  Carrlen  Bed-  of 
Kalamazoo  County;  tlie  life  of  the  Indians  at  the  time  of  the  discovery 
of  this  region  by  the  whites;  the  French  and  the  Enghsh  periods  at 
Micliiliraackinac;  the  methods  of  the  fur  trade;  and  the  life  at  a  frontier 
Arm.y  post. 

FINANCIAL. 

The  Legislature  of  1915  increased  the  appropriation  of  the  Com- 
mission from  $5,000  to  §G,000,  the  latter  amount  becoming  available 
July  1,  19L5.  Of  this  increase  $400  has  been  used  to  pay  to  B.  F. 
Stevens  Sc  Brown  of  London,  England,  the  remainder  of  the  am.ount 
due  them  for  transcribing  and  translating  the  IMargry  pa])ers. 

The  receipts  and  ex|)enriitures  paid  from  the  appropriation  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1915,  are  as  follows: 

Salaries  of  staff  officers,  clerks  and  extra  service .S4.0S5  30 

Travelhng  expenses 635  41 

Office  supplies 139  41 

Express,  freight  and  cartage^ 2  75 

Telephone  and  telegraph 53  77 

Miscellaneous ;:....;.. 57  d'-) 

Total  disbur-<emrnts.  , §4.794  19 

Deficit  from  preceding  year. . . . ...  . G  S9 

Total S4,9S1  OS 

Balance  from  a])propriat  ion  of  s'). 000. 00  to  Ix'  carried  over  to 

coming  year ■ -. S18  92 
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Michigan  Historical  Coinmission, 
Office  of  tlie  Commission,  Lansing 

To  His  Excellency,  Albert  E.  Sleeper, 
Governor  of  iMichigan: 

Sir — In  accordance  with  Section  9  of  i\ct  No.  271, 
Public  Acts  of  1913,  we  have  the  honor  to  submJt  to 
you  herewith  the  fourth  annual  report  of  the  Michigan 
Historical  Comniission,  covering  the  period  from 
January  1  to  December  31,  1916. 

Very  respectfully, 

Claude  H.  Van  Tyne,  President 
Claeence  M.  Burton,  Vice-President 
William  L.  Jenks 
WiLLL\M  L.  Clements 
Augustus  C.  Carton 


FINANCIAL  STATEAlENT 

Balance  of  appropriation  from  preceding  year $18  92 

Total  atnoimt  of  appropriation  for  fiscal  year  ending 

June  30,  1916 $6,000  00 

EXPENDITURES  FROM  APPROPRIATION  FOR  FISCAL  YEAR: 

Salaries  of  officers 

Traveling  expenses 

Office  supplies 

Express,  freiglit  and  cartage 

Telephone  and  telegraph 

Extra  ser\' ices 

Miscellaneous 


$3,494 

85 

692 

66 

149 

55 

5 

42 

83  97 

620  93 

481 

56 

Total  disbursements $5,528  94 


Total  balance  on  hand  July  1,  1916 $489  9S 
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RESOLUTIONS       ■ 

At  a  special  nieeting  of  the  Historical  Commission 
held  at  Lansing  December  21,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted  on  the  deatii  of  Hon.  Lawton  T.  Hemans, 
late  President  of  the  Commission:      ".■■    ■.  . 

"The  State  of  Michigan  and  the  Michigan  Historical  Com- 
mission have  met  with  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Lawton  T. 
Hemans,  a  member  of  this  Commission  since  its  organization. 
By  his  deep  interest  in  the  history  of  jMichigan  and  his  unusual 
knowledge  of  its  beginnings  and  development,  being  the  author 
of  a  sliort  but  vahiable  history  of  the  State,  Mr.  Hemans  pos- 
sessed unusual  qualifications  as  a  member  of  the  Commission. 
The  monument  erected  in  this  State  to  its  first  Governor,  Stevens 
T.  JMason,  was  largely  due  to  the  influence  and  interest  of  Islr. 
Hemans;  one  result  of  that  interest  was  the  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  the  Governor's  life  and  the  preparation  of  a  most  interest- 
ing and  A'aluable  biography  which  this  Commission  hopes  to 
publish  soon,  and  which  will  be  a  pennanent  and  honorable 
memorial. 

While  we  do  not  need  to  speak  in  this  connection  of  Mr.  Hemans' 
character,  ability  and  value  to  the  State  in  general,  we  wish  to 
place  upon  the  records  of  the  Commission  our  high  appreciation 
of  his  value  to  the  Commission.  His  attractive  personality, 
good  judgment,  persuasive  pleasant  manner,  v»'ide  personal 
acqu£iintance,  and  democratic  spirit,  combined  to  make  Iris 
counsel  and  suggestions  very  valuable,  and  his  death  brings  to 
each  member  of  the  Conunission  a  deep  sense  of  personal  loss." 
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The  following  resolutions  were  adopted  as  an  ex- 
pression of  thanks  to  Governor  Ferris  for  his  con- 
tinuous interest  and  assistance  to  the  Conanaission 
from  the  time  of  its  organization: 

''To  the  Ilonoral^lc  AVoodbridgc  N.  Ferris,  LL.  D.,  GovciTior 
of  ^hchigaii,  Greeting.  The  Alenibers  of  the  Michigan  hlis- 
torical  Commission  thank  Ilis  lixcelk-ncy  for  the  great  part  he 
had  in  estabhshing  the  Commission,  and  for  his  constant,  kindly 
interest,  advice  and  encouragement  during  the  time  of  its  existence. 

In  appreciation  of  v. 'hat  lie  has  done  for  the  history  of  the 
State,  in  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  we  express  our  gratitude 
and  admiration." 

Resoltitions  as  follows  were  adopted  in  respect  for 
the  services  of  Hon.  Edwin  O.  Wood,  formerly  Presi- 
dent of  the  Commission:  •  •'    •    '        - 

"President  Edwin  0.  AVood.  LL.  D.,  of  the  ^Michigan  His- 
torical Commission,  having  resigned  on  accoimt  of  his  removal 
from  the  State,  tlie  members  of  the  Conunission  express  their 
regret  and  deem  his  departiuv  a  great  loss  to  the  cause  of  his- 
torical study  in  this  section.  They  desire  thus  formally  to  thank 
and  gratefully  to  acknowledge  his  kind  hospitality,  liis  thought- 
fidness,  his  unparalleled  generosity  in  his  eitorts  to  further  the 
interests  of  this  Commission.  They  assure  him  of  their  high 
esteem,  friendshij)  and  love.  He  goes  from  them  freighted  with 
their  best  wishes  tor  success  in  all  his  rmdertakings.  and^.  a  heart}" 
God  bless  vou." 


A  N  N  U  A  L     REPORT 


NEW  MEIMBERS  OF  THE  COM^MISSIOX  AXD 

STAFF 

Two  new  members  have  been  added  to  the  Com- 
mission in  1916.  William  L.  Clements  of  Bay  City, 
Regent  of  the  University  of  Miehigan,  Vv'as  appointed 
to  succeed  Edwin  0.  Wood,  resigned.  Augustus  C. 
Carton  of  East  Tawas,  Secretary  of  the  Public  Do- 
main Commission  and  Commissioner  of  Immigration, 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  made  vacant  b}"  the 
death  of  Lawton  T.  FIem.ans. 

Mr.  Clemj.ents  has  long  been  associated  with  his- 
torical work,  having  gathered  one  of  the  most  valuable 
private  collections  in  the  United  States  relating  to 
jXIichigan  and  general  American  history.  Flis  know- 
ledge of  the  high  ideals  which  should  obtain  in  the 
work  of  building  up  a  State  collection  of  documentary 
materials  for  the  use  of  citizens  of  the  State  and 
students  working  for  the  higher  degrees  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  and  other  universities,  is  an  in- 
valuable asset  to  the  State's  historical  work. 

Mr.  Carton  brings  to  the  v/ork  a  quarter  of  a  century 
of  practical  experience  in  public  life  in  jMichigan,  duir- 
ing  which  time  he  has  been  interested  in  every  phase 
of  the  history  of  the  commonwealth  and  closely 
associated  with  the  public  agencies  which  have  worked 
for  its  welfare.  One  of  these  agencies  is  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Flistorical  Societv,  to  which  in  its  earlv 
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struggles  to  preserve  its  opportunity  to  serve  the 
historical  interests  of  the  State,  Mr.  Carton  was  a 
tower  of  strength.  This  service  to  the  Society  which 
has  grown  steadily  witli  the  years  has  been  fittingly 
recognized  recently  by  the  Society  in  m.aking  ]\Ir. 
Carton  its  President. 

Some  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Staff.  In 
February,  1916,  Charles  Moore  resigned  and  George 
N.  Fuller  was  elected  Archivist  and  Acting  Secretary. 
Floyd  B.  Streeter  has  been  employed  as  assistant  in 
research  work,  an^d  Percy  H.  Andrus  as  stenographer. 
Mr.  Andrus  is  from  the  Ferris  Institute  at  Big  Rapids. 
Mr.  Streeter  Avho  has  done  graduate  work  at  the 
University  com.es  from,  a  teaching  position  in  Kansas. 
Dr.  Fuller  who  was  Secretary  of  the  Com.mission  at 
the  tim.e  of  its  organization'  and  helped  to  shape  its 
earlier  work  returns  to  the  Staff  from  a  teaching 
position  in  the  University  of  ^Michigan.  Mrs.  ]\I.  B. 
Ferre}^  who  has  been  ciu'ator  of  the  Musemn  from  the 
beginning  and  to  whose  earnest  efforts  ihe  oMuseum 
owes  its  collections  continues  her  work  as  Curator  and 
in  addition  is  em.ployed  as  field  worker  and  organizer 
of  local  historical  societies.      •    '•     '■  ' 
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HOUSING 

The  general  need  for  fireproof  protection  is  sharply 
felt  by  all  State  departments,  including  the  Com- 
mission, ^Yhich  have  valuable  records  to  protect  from 
fire.  At  the  present  time  one  class  of  documents 
alone  which  are  the  proof  of  land  transactions,  high- 
way courses  and  tax  commissioners'  work  since  Michii- 
gan  became  a  State,  involving  millions  of  dollars,  are 
stored  outside  of  the  Capitol  largely  in  non-fireproof 
buildings.  The  fire  in  the  old  State  house  last  summer 
with  its  attendant  damage  to  property  which  is  stored 
there  brought  vividly  to  the  attention  of  all  the  danger 
threatening  the  records  stored  in  places  about  the  city. 

Aside  from,  dovv'nto^vn  quarters  the  only  available 
place  for  the  records  collected  b}'  the  Historical  Com- 
mission is  in  the"  already  overcrowded  State  Library, 
for  which  reason  it  is  impossible  at  present  for  the 
Commission  to  perform  some  of  the  important  col- 
lecting activities  it  is  directed  by  statute  to  tuidertake. 
For  example,  the  Commission  is  expected  "to  collect 
from  the  State,  county,  village  and  township  offices 
sttch  records,  files,  documents,  books  and  papers  as 
are  not  less  than  thirty  years  old,  and  are  not  in 
current  use,  and  are  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commission 
valuable  only  for  historical  purposes."  This  it  can 
not  safely  do  tmtil  ample  and  fireproof  rooms  are 
provided. 
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On  the  other  hand  one  of  the  sciious  handicaps  of 
the  Commission  in  attem.pting  to  (obtain  valuable 
private  manuscripts  from  the  hom.es  of  m.en  who  have 
served  the  State  is  the  general  knowledge  thai  the 
Commission  has  no  fireproof  protection  for  such 
docimients.  ■   ■    .  - 

Ne^vspaper  files  of  great  value  are  scattered  about 
the  State  in  private  hands  which  would  be  sent  to  the 
Commission  for  cataloguing  and  indexing  if  their  pro- 
tectioii  from  fire  could  be  guaranteed. 

The  earlier  State  archives  in  the  several  departm.ents 
in  the  Capitol  are  in  no  less  danger  of  destruction,  and 
from  causes  other  than  fire.  Documents  of  which  no 
duplicates  are  known  to  exist,  of  the  utm.ost  legal  im- 
portance, affecting  both  private  and  State  interests  of 
great  magnitude,  are  stored  there  in  places  inaccessible 
and  under  conditions  of  dust,  dampness  and  decay 
which  are  not  preventable  by  the  Departments  with 
their  present  meager,  storage  facilities  and  crowded 
rooms.  ■    ■;•„■  .      .•    ■  ■ ; 

In  1900  and  again  in  1905  this  condition  was  brought 
publicly  to  the  attention  of  the  whole  country  by  the 
American  Historical  Association  in  its  annual  reports 
for  those  years,  made  for  the  benefit  of  people  needing 
]\Iichigan  documents  for  pinposes  of  record  and  his- 
torical study.  According  to  these  reports  no  other 
State  in  the  Union  with  equal  ability  to  care  properly 
for  its  records  has  allowed  them  to  remam  in  such 
neglected  coridition.  The  impairment,  loss  and  dis- 
persion of  highly  \-aliKible  papers,  due  to  mice,  dirt, 
dampness,  nmtilation,  and  theft  is  serious  second  only 


^.r 


.'. ) 


A  N  N  U  A  L     R  E  P  O  R  T  13 

to  danger  from  fire.  In  the  eyes  of  other  States  this 
nia}^  well  Ije  regarded  as  laek  of  proper  State  pride. 

Scarcely  less  important  is  the  question  of  m.aking 
these  documents  more  easily  and  quickly  accessiV:)]e. 
At  present,  records  relating  to  tlie  same  subject  are 
in  some  cases  scattered  about  in  several  DepartmxCnts, 
and  other  docmnents  have  strayed  into  the  possession 
of  societies  and  private  individuals.  No  one  needing 
to  consult  the  earlier  State  archives  can  feel  at  all  sure 
in  advance  that  he  will  find  the  papers  wdiere  they 
would  naturally  be  supposed  to  be,  or  even  that  they 
are  still  in  existence.  Money,  time  and  labor  are 
w^asted  in  useless  correspondence  or  searches  from,  one 
Department  to  another  wdth  delays  that  make  the 
docmnents  useless  for  the  purpose  even  if  found. 

This  ])roblem  could  be  solved  in  a  fireproof  building 
w^ith  suitable  rooms  w^here  filing  cases  could  be  as- 
sembled and  the  documents  listed,  calendared  and  in- 
dexed. Gaps  in  the  files  w^ould  be  readily  shown  by 
the  calendars  and  the  missing  papers  could  then  be 
sought  and  restored  to  their  proper  places. 
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THE  MUSEUM 

The  Museum  collection  which  is  rapidly  growing  is 
ecjually  in  need  of  proper  housing.  Apart  from  the 
need  of  fireproof  protection,  floor  space  is  needed  to 
display  properly  these  valuable  objects.  The  real 
value  of  a  museum  depends  largely  upon  the  m.anrxer 
in  which  its  coUections  are  cased,  arranged,  labelled 
and  lighted.  The  present  collection  if  properly  dis- 
played would  require  four  or  hve  tim.es  as  much  space 
as  it  now  occupies.       V;      ;.;  v'  •;    ,.     ■    >        ■ 

The  people's  interest  in  the  Museum  is  evidenced  by 
the  thousands  whu  visit  it  annually.  All  attest  its 
educational  vahie.  One  has  favorably  com.pared  the 
influence  of  a  museum  with  that  of  a  library.  A 
museum  cultivates  the  powers  of  observation,  and  the 
casual  visitor  even  m.akes  discoveries  for  himself  and 
under  the  guidarice  of  the  labels  forms  his  own  im- 
pressions. In  a  librar}'  one  studies  the  impressions 
of  others.  xV  library  is  most  useful  to  the  educated. 
A  m.useum  is  useful  to  the  educated  and  the  un- 
educated alike — to  great  numbers  of  people  as  well  as 
to  the  few— and  is  a  ] powerful  stimulant  to  intellectual 
activity  in  alb  The  intluence  of  a  museum  extends 
to  all  of  the  people,  Init  the  influence  is  proportional  to 
the  effectiveues.s  with  which  the  objects  can  be  grouped 
to  make  an  impression.  A  jumble  of  objects  is  not  a 
museum;  but  the  "iuml)ie"  efiect  is  one  of  the  chief 
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characteristics  forced  nj^on  our  present  museum  by 
lack  of  space. 

The  Musemn  should  be  made  artistically  attractive. 
Proper  space,  light,  and  restful  colors  are  essential  to 
its  best  use.  Its  objects  should  be  properly  classified 
and  arranged  according  to  their  relationships,  and 
with  appropriate  settings.  Modern  cases  of  steel  and 
glass  should  be  provided.  The  Museum  so  equipped 
would  serve  for  study,  research  and  technical  in- 
struction as  well  as  for  cult\ire  and  entertainment. 

The  Commission  hopes  that  in  the  new  building 
suitable  provision  may  be  m.ade  for  these  needs  of  the 
State  Historical  Museum.  When  this  is  done  the 
Commission  can  make  a  comx)lete  and  comprehensive 
catalogue  of  the  m.useum;  but  the  vast  am.ount  of 
labor  attendant  upon  such  a  task  can  not  wisely  be 
undertaken  until  the  objects  have  been  placed  per- 
manently in  proper  position.  Great  quantities  of  these 
objects  are  now  boxed  up  for  lack  of  space.  Every 
week  brings  in  valuable  and  interesting  additions.  A 
large  part  of  the  m.aterial,  illustrating  pioneer  life  in 
Michigan  as  few  other  means  can  do,  is  never  seen  by 
the  visitors  who  come  each  year.  Not  only  should 
these  objects  be  displayed,  but  there  should  be  avail- 
able to  every  visitor  a  printed  pamphlet  containin^g 
brief  descriptions  of  the  different  objects  so  classified 
and  referred  to  that  visitors  can  find  at  once  the 
articles  in  which  they  are  most  interested.  The  Com- 
mission Avill  provide  this  convenience  for  \dsitors  when 
facilities  can  be  obtained  for  properly  displaying  the 
collections. 
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LEGISLATION 

The  following  bill  embodying  the  most  tirgent  needs 
of  the  Commission  has  been  prepared  for  consideration 
in  the  Legislatmx^  of  1917: 

A  bill  to  amend  sections  one,  four',  six,  seven,  eight  and  ten  of  act 
two  hundred  scveiity-one  of  the  Public  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred 
thirteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  create  the  Michigan  Historical 
Commission;  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  members  of 
such  commission;  to  fix  their  temis  of  office,  prescribe  their 
prjwers  and  duties,  make  an  appropriation  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  tliis  act,  and  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  in- 
consistent herewith,"  as  amended  by  act  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  of  the  Public  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred  fifteen. 

TJie  People  pf  tJie  State  of  Michigcw.  ejiaet: 

Section  1.  Sections  one,  foiu',  six.  seven,  eight  and  ten  of  act 
two  hmidred  sevent\'-onc  of  the  Public  Acts  of  nineteen  hundred 
and  thirteen,  emit  led  "An  act  to  create  the  iNhchigan  Plistorical 
Commission;  to  pro\'ide  for  the  a|)pointment  of  members  of 
such  Commission;  to  fix  their  terms  of  office,  prescribe  their 
powers  and  duties,  make  an  appropriation  to  carr_\'  out  tlie  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  incon- 
sistent herewith."  as  amended  by  act  two  hundred  twenty-two 
of  the  Public  Acts  ot  nineteen  hundred  fifteen,  are  hereby  amended 
to  read  as  follows : 

Section  1.  There  is  liereby  created  a  commission  to  be  kn.ovn 
as  the  "Michigan  Historical  Commission."  Said  Commission 
shall  consist  of  six  members,  with  the  addition  of  the  Governor, 
ex-officio;  saidi  six  p.Kr.ilx'rs  shall  ]»e  a[M^)ointed  by  the  Go\ernor. 
No  member  of  s.aid  Commission  shall  receive  any  compensation 
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for  his  sen'iccs,  except  actual  and  necessary  exjK'.nses  while 
attending  the  meetings  or  carrying  oat  the  purposes  of  said  com- 
mission. 

Section  4.  It  sliall  be  the  duty  of  said  Commission  to  collect, 
arrange  and  preserve  historical  material,  including  books,  pamph- 
lets, maps,  charts,  manuscripts,  pa]:)ers,  copies  of  domestic  and 
foreign  records  and  archives,  paintings,  statuary,  and  other 
objects  and  m.aterial  illustrative  of  and  relating  to  the  history  of 
Michigan  and  the  old  Northwest  Territory;  to  procure  and 
preserve  narratives  of  the  early  pioneers,  their  ex[)loits,  perils, 
privations  and  achievements;  to  collect  material  of  every  de- 
scription relative  to  tlie  histoiy,  language,  literature,  progress  or 
decay  of  our  Indian  tribes;  to  collect,  prepare  and  display  in  the 
museum  of  said  commission  objects  indicative  of  the  life,  citstoms, 
dress  and  resources  of  the  early  residents  of  Michigan,  and  to 
publish  source  materials,  and  historical  siu.dies  relative  to  and 
illustrative  of  the  history  of  the  State,  including  such  historical 
juatcrials  and-  studies  as  may  be  furnished  for  that  purpose  by 
educational  institvAions  and  by  the  ^Michigan  Pioneer  and  His- 
torical Society.  The  Commission  shall  cooperate  with  and  assist 
the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  and  local  historical 
societies  in  the  State,  and  help  io  organize  new  local  liisiorical 
societies  of  siinilar  nature  and  purpose. 

Section  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Commission  to  prepare 
for  publication  the  material  referred  to  in  section  four  of  this 
act.  The  volumes  of  said  publications  shall  be  issued  in  editions 
of  not  m.ore  than  twenty-five  hundred  copies,  and  contain  not 
exceeding  se\'en  hundred  fifty  pages  each.  They  shall  be  printed 
and  bound  in  substantial  uniformity  with  the  volumes  issued 
by  other  historical  societies  and  the  several  State  depannients. 
Said  printing,  together  with  such  bulletins,  iyichiding  a  historical 
quarterly  journal  sucJi  as  is  issued  by  other  Jiistorical  societies,  and 
such  reprints  of  books,  jnaps,  and  articles  as  may  be  determined 
jipon  by  the  commission,  shall  be  done  by  the  State  printer,  and 
the  binding  by  the  State  binder,  both  printing  and  binding  to 
be  under  the  direction  and  super\ision  of  said  Commission. 
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Section  7.  The  Secretary  of  tlie  Commission  shall  be  the 
custodian  of  the  pubhcations  of  the  commission,  and  of  the 
'Museum,  and  shall  distribute  and  exchange  such  publications 
with  domestic  and  foreign  states,  governments  and  institiitimis 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  established  by  the 
commission.  One  cop}'  of  each  volume  published  shall  be  fur- 
nished to  each  school  library  and  educational  institution,  public 
library  and  grange  library  in  the  Slate  of  Michigan  when  authori- 
tatively and  officially  requested  so  to  do  by  the  officers  thereof; 
provided,  that  no  library  containing  less  than  fn-e  hundred 
volum.es  shall  be  entitled  of  right  to  receive  such  publications; 
he  sliall  also  furnish  to  each  member  of  the  Legislature  during 
'  his  terni  of  office  one  copy  of  each  volume  or  Bulletin  published 
during  such  term.  The  expense  of  all  such  distributions  shall  be 
paid  out  of  the  general  fund  in  the  State  Treasury  upon  proper 
vouchers  rendered  therefor.  The  remainder  of  the  said  copies 
of  said  volumes  and  publications  shall  be  sold  by  said  secretary 
\  at  a  price  of  not  less  than  one  dollar  for  each  volume,  and  at  such 

1  price  for  each  Bulletin  and  Journal  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Com- 

;.  mission.     The  money  arising  from  such  sales  and  from  certified 

[  copies  of  doci,mients  shall  be  placed  in  the  vState  Treasury  to  the 

i  CTcddt  of  the  general  fund. 

j  Section   8.     The   Secretary  of   said   Commission  shall   be   the 

i  .        •  editor  of  all  publications  issued  by  the  commission,  acting  under 

'  .  the   direction   of  the  Commission.     The  Comnnission  shall   have 

1  power  to  appoint  a  Curator  of  the  museum,  who  shall  have  such 

j  additional  duties  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Commission,  and 

I  to  appoint  an  Archi\-ist  and  Assistant  Editors  of  said  publica- 

'  tions,    andr   such   clerical    assistants   as   may   be   required.     The 

salary  of  the  Secretary,  Archivist,  Editors,  Curator  and  clerical 

assistants  shall  be  paid  monthly  from  any  money  in  the  general 

fund  not  otherwise  appropriated,  upon  a  warrant  of  the  Auditor 

General  on  tlie  State  Treosur\'  approved  by  the  President  or  Vice 

1  President  of  said  Commission. 


'A  I 


ANNUAL     REPORT  19 

Section  10.  The  Auditor  General  shall  add  to  and  incorporate 
in  the  State  tax  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  annually,  and 
sucli  amount  is  hereby  appropriated  from  tiTc  <.^eneral  fun-J  of  the 
State  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Such  sum  shall  be 
included  in  the  State  taxes  apportioned  by  the  Auditor  General 
on  all  taxable  property  of  the  State,  to  be  levied,  assessed  and 
collected  as  other  State  taxes,  and  when  so  assessed  and  collected, 
to  be  paid  into  the  general  fund  to  reimburse  the  same  for  the 
mone}'  hereb\'  appropriated:  Provided,  that  any  money  remaining 
in  said  appropriaiion  at  the  end  of  any  fiscal  year  shall  he  transferred 
io  the  appropriation  for  the  following  fi.scal  year. 


COLLECTING  HISTORICAL  MATERIALS 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commission  and  of  the  State 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  that  the  comity  so- 
cieties, if  properly  organized,  officered  and  encouraged, 
may  become  of  greater  vakie  to  the  State  in  collecting 
manuscript  and  printed  materials  now  widely  scattered 
in  private  homes.  The  Commission  is  now  attempt- 
ing both  directly  and  through  the  memlDership  of  the 
Society  to  make  very  emphatic  the  need  of  developing 
systematically^  this  collecting  activity  in  all  of  the  old 
pioneer  societies,  of  reorganizing  these  societies  upon 
this  basis,  and  of  forming  new  societies  in  the  counties 
where  there  are  none.  A  summary  of  this  plan  is 
given  herevrith. 
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Througli  the  ik.ld  worker  or  by  correspondence  the 
Commission  will  (Ictcrmine  upon  someone  with  the 
necessary  initiative,  energy,  tact,  and  zeal  for  the  work 
in  a  given  county  whonr  the  President  of  the  State 
Society  m.ay  appoint  to  be  the  Societ\^'s  chief  Vv'orker 
in  the  county.  This  person  will  assist  in  selecting 
similar  representatives  for  the  townships  and  cities, 
to  be  appointed  in  their  respectiv^e  townships  chairmen 
of  committees  made  up  of  vigorous  and  interested 
pioneers  and  the  teachers  of  the  townships. 

Through  the  teachers  the  homes  will  be  reached 
directh'.  The  teachers  will  encotirage  the  children  to 
report  on  what  they  find  of  historical  value  in  their 
homes;  specific  things  to  look  for  vrill  be  mentioned 
in  a  circular  to  be  supplied  to  the  teachers  by  the 
Commission  and  carried  home  by  the  children  to  the 
parents.  These  reports  by  the  children  may  be  made 
a  part  of  the  English  work  in  the  schools. 

The  reports  v\'ili  be  sent  by  the  teachers  to  the 
township  representa^tiv^es  who  then  will  get  in  im- 
mediate touch  with  those  homes  which  promise  to 
yield  important  finds.  Reports  of  the  township  rep- 
resentatives will  be  sent  to  the  county  representative, 
who  in  ttum  will  have  the  gist  of  the  important  reports 
published  in  a  historical  column  in  the  cotmty  paper, 
which  the  people  may  look  for  as  a  permanent  featttre. 
Through  the  county  paper  the  township  workers  and 
the  teachers  will  be  kept  in  touch  with  each  other's 
j&nds. 

The  county  workers  will  send  to  the  Commission 
clippirigs  from  the  historical  columns  together  vrith 
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I  whatever   suggestions   may   occur   for   improving   the 

t  work,  and  keep  tlie  Comimission  in  touch  with  each 

I  county.     The  Commission  will  file  these  clippings  at 

f  the  office  in  the  Capitol.     The  Quarterly  Bulletin  of 

I  the    Commission    will    contain    in    its    news    column 

I  notices  of  the  essential  collections  of  materials  made 

\  in  the  counties. 

f 

j  In  most  counties  it  should  not  be  diificult  to  find 

j  competent  persons  vrho  are  willing  to  do  this  work  as 

I  a  labor  of  love.     Often  it  will  happen  that  the  chief 

worker  can  be  chosen  from,  the  membership  of  the 
j  State  Society,  but  in  the  organization  of  this  work 

I  the  needed  assistance  will  probably  be  found  to  incur 

expense  beyond  what  a  willing  worker  should  be  ex- 
i  pected   to   defray.     At   a   recent   meeting,    the   Com- 

j  mission  has  considered  favorably  the  question  of  pay- 

I  ing  annually  to  each  chief  worker  in  the  counties  a 

small  sum  to  cover  necessary  expenses,  and  to  offer 
annual  prizes  for  best   collections  of  originaJ  manu- 
script  materials.     In   addition,    the    Commission   has 
.   .        -.  favorably  considered  the  advisabilit\^  of  paying  the 

expenses  of  the  chief  worker  in  each  county  to  the 
}  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Society  at  Lansing  to 

i  report  upon  these  collections  and  to  discuss  methods 

of  work. 

Obviously  this  work  could  be  carried  on  independ- 
ently of  county  societies.     But  these   societies  have 
I  important  functions.     Their  organization  may  bring 

j  ptiblic  thinking  aroused  by  this  preliminary  work  to  a 

'  focus,  and  afford  an  occasion  for  pubhc  expression  oi 
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historical  interest;  they  ma}'  brin^.^  to  the  chief  vrorhers 
of  the  counties,  who  will  usually  become  Secretaries 
of  the  Societies,  a  powerful  stimulus,  and  set  each 
recurring  meeting  as  an  CA'-ent  towards  which  to 
work;  they  may  bring  clearly  to  the  attention  of  all 
interested  the  ideals  towards  which  the  State  Society 
and  the  Historical  Commission  are  working;  and  they 
may  quicken  public  sentiment  to  instruct  m.embers  of 
the  legislature  as  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  respecting 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  the  histor\^  of  the  State. 

When  the  time  is  ripe  in  a  cotmty  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  County  Historical  Society,  an  appropriate 
appeal  will  be  made  through  the  newspapers  of  the 
county  stimmi ng  wp  the  results  of  the  preliminary 
work,  calling  attention  to  the  functions  of  a  county 
society  in  aiding  the  State's  historical  vrork,  and  pub- 
lishing a  constitution  for  the  proposed  new  societ-r  to 
be  cha,nged  to  suit  local  conditions  at  the  time  of  the 
meeting.  Sucli  a  constitution  the  Historical  Com- 
mission has  published  in  its  Bulletin  No.  2,  w^hich  is 
intended  to  secure  tmiformity  of  organization  through- 
otit  the  vState  and  to  relate  the  county  societies  through 
the  proper  officers  and  activities  organically  with  the 
State  Society. 

A  little  before  the  time  set  for  the  first  meeting, 
usttally  at  the  County  Seat,  the  State  held  worker  or 
other  representative  of  the  State  Society  and  of  the 
Commission  will  go  to  the  cotmty  and  assist  the  local 
worker  in  making  the  needful  preparations  for  the 
meeting.  This  represem alive  will  be  ])resent  at  the 
meeting  and  speak  ii^jc^n  the  work  of  the  State  Society 
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and  the  Commission,  also  upon  the  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  aftihation  of  the  local  vSoeiety  with  the 
State  Society,  and  will  accept  new  memberships  in 
that  body. 

Each  member  of  the  new  Society  will  receive  a  copy 
of  the  Commission's  Bulletin  entitled,  ''Suggestions 
for  local  Historical  vSocieties  and  AVriters  in  ^Michigan," 
which  contains  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  and  brief 
paragraphs  on  such  subjects  as  the  function  of  the 
local  historical  society,  the  elements  of  a  successful 
societ}',  arousing  and  directing  individual  interests  in 
collecting  source  materials,  "earmarks"  of  useful 
materials,  interviewing  pioneers,  charting  Indian 
moimds,  marking  historic  sites,  celebrating  anniver- 
i  saries,  the  use  of  group  pride  in  the  study  of  foreign 

I  elements  of  the  population,  the  relation  of  the  school 

to  the  Society,  local  clubs  as  centers  of  interest  in 
history,  the  pubhc  library  and  the  local  museum, 
methods  of  preserving  clippings  and  manuscripts, 
general  suggestions  to  writers  of  local  history,  sug- 
gestions for  the  treatment  of  a  large  settlement  area, 
suggestions  for  a  sketch  of  township  histor}^ 

At  this  time  special  stress  will  be  laid  upon  the 
collecting  of  historical  materials,  rather  than  upon  the 
writing  of  history.  It  will  be  m^ged  that  original 
materials,  such  as  letters,  diaries,  memoranda,  joiurnals, 
note  books,  anything  readable  left  by  the  pioneers,  be 
read  at  the  Society's  meetings  as  well  as  papers  com- 
piled from  them. 

The  officering  of  the  County  Society  will  aim  to 
include   all  of  the  active   preliminary  workers.     The 
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county  worker  will  naturally  be  a  candidate  for  the 
office  of  vSecretary,  and  the  township  workers  for  that 
of  Corresponding  vSecretaries.  An  active  President 
will  he  chosen  if  possible  from  among  the  pioneers  of 
the  county.  An  executive  conmiittee  should  be  named 
to  include  the  IMayor  of  the  county-seat  city  or  village, 
the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Comm.erce  or  cor- 
responding organization  of  business  men,  the  Couniy 
School  Commissioner,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
the  Cit}'^  Librarian  and  the  President  of  the  County 
Society.  The  Society's  Secretary  shotilcl  be  Secretary 
of  the  Exectitive  Committee. 

There  need  only  be  mentioned  ftu-ther  the  possi- 
bilities that  lie  in  getting  the  young  people  interested 
who  have  had  the  advantage  of  attendmg  the  State 
University  or  some  of  the  ntmierous  colleges  of  the 
State.  Of  all  people  in  the  State  the  young  need  to 
be  schooled  in  the  function  of  the  study  of  State 
history,  and  the  young  college  folk  are  their  natural 
leaders.  -  r  .    ,  -  ■:  ;;  - 

To  encourage  the  atteuition  of  young  people  in  the 
public  schools  to  State  history  a  prize  contest  has 
recently  been  organized  by  the  ]\Iichigan  Daughters 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  the  ^Michigan  Federa- 
tion of  Women's  Clubs,  cooperating  with  the  His- 
torical Commission  and  the  State  Department  of  Pttb- 
lic  Instruction.  The  Prize  Essays  tor  1915-16  are 
published  in  the  Commission's  Btilletin  No.  S. 

The  Cotmty  Pioneer  Societ}'  as  largely  a  social 
gathering,  while  it  has  performed  in  the  history  of  the 
State    the   iniportant    funelion    of    gathering    pioneer 
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I 

I  reminiscences   and   keeping   alive   an   interest    in.   the 

I  past,  has  n.o\':  the  o^jportunity  of  widening  its  nseful- 

I  ness  and  its  intluence.     In  all  counties  where  these 

I  societies  exist  the  pioneers  are  found  in  heartiest  sym- 

I  pathy  with  the  recent  movement  which  has  come  along 

I  with  the  new  interest  in  studying  the  State's  histoiy 

I  and  are  vrilling  in  cv^ry  way  to  help  reorganize  the  old 

j  societies  for  greater  efficiency  in  collecting  historical 

\  materials.     To  make  the   new  societies   efficient,  the 

I  State  will  imdoubtedly  recognize,  as  it  does  with  every- 

1  thing  that  it  really  l)elieves  in  as  being  for  the  good 

I  of  the  State,  the  need  of  financial  assistance  to  carry 

I  out  these  plans. 


PUBLICATIONS 

During  the  year  1916  the  Commission  has  pub- 
lished three  bulletins,  two  brochures,  and  Volume  I 
of  the  University  series  of  the  Micliigan  Historical 
Publications. 

Bidletin  No.  5,  Xauies  of  places  of  interest  o)i 
Mackinac  Island,  MicJiigan,  esiablisJied,  desi'^nated  and 
adopted  by  the  Mackinac  Island  State  Park  Coininission 
and  the  ^lichigan  Historical  Commission,  with  de- 
scriptive and  explanatory  notes  by  Rt.  Rev.  ]Mon- 
signor  Frank  A.  O'Brien,  LL.  D.,  President  of  the 
Michigan  Historical  Commission,  contains  %6  pages, 
with  a  m.ap  of  the  Island  in^  colors,  dravs^n  from  an 
entirelv   new    survev,    also    a    distance    i^uide   to   the 
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Island.  The  booklet  contains  212  names  of  historic 
and  geographic  significance  for  the  Iviackinac  country. 
The  preparation  of  the  notes  attached  to  the  names 
involved  much,  careful  research  to  insure  the  high 
degree  of  historical  accuracy  which  has  been  attained. 
The  first  edition  of  this  Bulletin  was  5,000  copies. 
The  large  demand  for  it  has  made  necessary  a  second 
edition. 

Bulletin  No.  6,  Nicolei  Day  on  Mackinac  Island, 
commem.orates  the  placing  of  a  bronze  tablet  to  the 
memory  of  Jean  Nicolet,  the  first  white  man  to  pass 
through  the  Straits  of  Mackinac  (1634).  The  Bulletin 
contains  the  exercises  of  the  day,  including  addresses 
by  ^Ir.  John  F.  Hogan,  chairman,  Hon.  Edwin  O. 
Wood,  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Campbell,  S.  J.,  and  Rt.  Rev. 
Monsignor  Frank  A.  O'Brien. 

Bulletin  No.  7,  Lewis  Cass  Day  on  Mackinac  Islajid, 
commemorr^tes  the  unveiling  of  a  memorial  tablet  to 
Lewis  Cass,  Territorial  Governor  of  ^Michigan,  with 
an  accotmt  of  the  exercises,  including  a,ddresses  by 
Col.  WilHam  P.  Preston,  Rev.  Seth  Reed,  :\Ir.  Edwin 
Henderson,  Governor  Ferris,  and  Rt.  Rev.  ^lonsignor 
O'Brien.  This  Bulletin  is  appropriately  illustrated 
with  numerous  half-tones. 

Forgotten  Heroines,  by  Rt.  Rev.  ^lonsignor  O'Brien, 
is  a  tribute  to  the  heroism  and  self-sacrifice  of  IMichi- 
gan  Sisters  of  the  order  of  the  Holy  Cross  during  the 
Civil  War. 

Tivo  Missiojiaries  to  the  Indians,  by  the  same  author, 
gives  an  account  of  the  ^vork  of  Lad\'  xon  Hoeffern 
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and  Father  Frank  Pierz  among  the  Indians  of  early 
Michigan. 

Economic  and  Social  Bcgivnuigs  of  Michigan,  the 
first  nimiber  of  the  University  Series  of  the  Com- 
mission's pubhcations.  is  a  volume  of  700  pages,  sub- 
mitted by  George  N.  Fuller  as  a  doctoral  thesis  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  It  is  a  careful  and  thorough 
study  of  the  settlement  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  during 
the  Territorial  period,  1805-1837.  As  the  author 
states  m  the  preface,  the  work  aims  to  call  attention 
to  the  fertile  liekl  for  historical  study  which  lies  at  the 
beginning  of  Michigan's  history  as  a.n  agricultural 
com,monv/ealth  under  American  institutions.  The 
volume  is  usefully  illustrated  with  original  drawings, 
maps,  and  reproductions.  An  analytical  table  of  con- 
tents is  provided,  in  addition  to  a  good  index,  a  bib- 
liography and  an  appendix  of  original  docimaents  and 
statistics. 

Volume  II  of  this  series  is  in  press,  being  TJic  Public 
Life  of  Zacliariali  Chandler,  1851-1875,  a  doctoral 
dissertation  submitted  by  Wilmer  C.  Flarris  at  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

Other  volumes  being  edited  are  The  Michigan  Fur 
Trade,  by  Ida  Amanda  Johnson;  The  Historical  Ge- 
ography of  Detroit,  by  Almon  E,  Parkins;  The  Evolution 
of  the  Counties  of  Michigan,  by  William  H.  Hathaway; 
The  Political  History  of  Michigan,  1837-1860,  by  Floyd 
B.  Streeter;  The  Life  of  Stevens  T.  Mason,  by  Lawton 
T.  Hemans;  and  Historic  Mackinac  (two  vo]umes\  by 
Edwin  O.  Wood. 

Prize  Essays,  Written  by  Pupils  in  Michigaji  Schools 
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ill  the  Local  History  Contest,  J!JI5-J6,  is  novv'  ready  for 
distribution  as  Bulletin  No.  8.  This  eontest  v;as 
arranged  'oy  tlie  Michigan  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  and  the  ^Michigan  vState  Federation 
of  Women's  Clubs,  to  encourage  the  study  of  local 
history  among  the  young  -people  in  the  schools  of 
the  State.  i\ny  student  in  High  School,  Parochial 
School  or  Eighth  Grade  is  eligible  to  compete.  The 
subject  for  the  1915-16  contest  was  the  settlem.ent  and 
development  of  the  city  or  town  in  which  the  essay 
was  written:  the  subject  for  1916-17  is  the  first  school 
and  the  children  who  attended  it,  in  the  city  or  tovrn 
in  which  the  essay  is  written.  Prizes  were  awarded 
this  year  to  jMabel  F.  Potter,  Manistee  High  School; 
LeRoy  Johnson,  Three  Rivers  High  School;  Harold 
M.  Sherman,  Traverse  City  FFgh  School;  and  Helen 
Colby,  Cadillac  Fligh  School.  The  prize  consists  of 
the  publication  of  the  essays  in  bulletin  form  by  the 
Commission = 

In  preparation  is  a  bibliography  of  printed  materials 
relating  to  Michigan  history,  a  descriptive  list  of  files 
of  early  Ivlichigan  nev.'spapers,  and  a  volume  of  Alichi- 
gan  biographies.  .       .  : 

The  bibliography  is  nearing  completion.  It  will 
contain  some  20,000  titles  and  will  owe  its  rapid  pro- 
gress largely  to  the  efticient  cooperation  of  the  Library 
of  Congress,  the  Michigan  State  Library,  the  Library 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  and  of  the  ^Michigan 
Agricultural  College,  the  Detroit  Public  Library,  the 
Grand  Rapids  Public  Library,  and  other  libraries  of 
Michigan   cities.     In  the   com.pleted   work   a   copious 
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index  \vill  enable  the  user  to  find  readily  all  mateiial 
relating  to  a  given  subject,  and  the  entries  will  show 
in  what  libraries  a  given  book,  pamphlet  or  report 
I  may  be  consulted.     The  volmnc:  will  contain  also  a 

I  complete  list  of  works  by  Michigan  authors,  a  list  of 

\  early  maps  relating  in  whole  or  in  part  to  Michigan, 

I  with  libraries  containing  them.,  a  general  descriptive 

j  list  of  manuscript  m.ateria.ls  in  the  Burton  branch  of 

!  the  Detroit  Public  Library,  and  a  tentative  calendar 

I  of  early  files  of  ^lichigan  newspapers. 

I  Michigan  Biographies  is  a  revision  to  date  of  the 

j  volume   authorized  Ijy  the   Legislature  in    1887    and 

I  published  in  the  following  year  under  the  title,  Early 

I  Hi  story  of  JMichigan,  wilJi  BiograpJiics  of  Slate  officers, 

\  Members    of    Congress,    Judges   and    Legislators.     The 

I  scope  of  this  work  will  be  enlarged  to  include  other 

I  men  prominent  in  the  public  life  of  the  State,  and  the 

I  extent    of   tlie    material    accumulating   will   probably 

make  it  necessar\'  to  issue  it  in  two  volumes. 


DISTRIBUTION  AND  EXCHANGE 

To  schools,  libraries,  newspapers,  granges,  State 
officers  and  members  of  the  Michigan  Pioneer  and  His- 
torical Society,  and  to  libraries  and  societies  in  other 
Sta^tes  and  abroad,  there  have  been  distributed  since 
January  1,  1916,  1,440  volumes  of  the  IMichigan  His- 
torical Collections  and   14.500  Bulletins. 
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BUREAU  OF  HISTORICAL  RESEARCH 

A  large  part  of  the  routine  work  of  the  office  con- 
sists in  answering  inciuiries  received  from  individuals 
and  institutions  from  every  part  of  the  State  cind  from 
other  States  and  Canada  about  Alichigan  history. 
Frequently  tlie  inquiry  is  for  infonnation  of  such 
scope  and  obscurity  that  hours  of  research  are  re- 
quired to  obtain  it.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Comi.- 
mission  to  return  a  prom.pt  full  and  courteous  reply 
to  all  these  questions  received  relating  to  Michigan, 
and  v\'ork  will  be  greatly  facilitated  when  proper 
rooms  and  cases  are  provided  in  which  to  file  the 
necessary  documents  and  printed  materials  so  that 
the  staff  may  be  able  to  turn  to  the  information 
needed  without  loss  of  time  and  fruitless  search. 


I  COOPERATIVE  ACTIVITIES 

I 

1  In  cooperation  with  the  Historical  Commission,  the 

Michigan    Pioneer    and    Historical    Society    has    held 

three  meetings  during  the  year.     The  eleventh  mid- 

:  winter  meeting,  held  at  Petoskey  in  Emmet  County 

j  '       February  24  and  25,  was  largely  attended  at  each  of 

I  the  five  sessions.     On  the  last  evening   1.000  people 

!  were  present  in  the  Petoskey  High  School  Auditorium. 
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This  highly  gratifying  success  of  the  first  meeting  held 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  was  due  to  the  fine 
cooperation  of  the  Emmet  County  Historical  Society, 
one  of  the  most  vigorous  local  organizations  in  the 
State. 

Many  of  the  papers  read  at  the  meeting  were  fur- 
nished by  the  members  of  the  Society,   as  follows: 
Mr.  H.  S.  Babcock,  County  Commissioner  of  Schools 
(Harbor  vSprings),  History  of  Lilile  Traverse  Toiviiship, 
\  Em-met    County;    Judge    B.    T.    Halstead    (Petoskey), 

I  Evolution   of  Eirimet   Couuty;  Judge  Thomas  Linehan 

j  (Harbor  Springs),  Catholic  Missions  in  Emmet  County; 

\  Rev.  John  Redpath  (Petoskey^),  Presbyterian-  Missions 

in  Emmet  County;  I\Ir.  John  C.  Wright  (Harbor 
Springs),  TJic  Indians  of  Northern-  Michigan  and  their 
Legends.  In  addition  were  read  the  following  papers: 
Mr.  AVilliam  L,  Jenks  (Port  Huxon),  The  First  Bank  of 
Michigan;  Mrs.  WilHam  H.  Wait,  State  Regent  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (Ann  Arbor), 
Revolutionary  Soldiers  aiid  Their  DaugJiters  in  Miclil- 
gan;  IMr.  Fred  W.  Gage  (Battle  Creek),  The  Adventlst 
Movement  in  Battle  Creek. 

A  fine  program  of  music  was  provided  by  tlie  local 
society  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Edith  K.  ]\ lac- 
Arthur,  Director  of  Music  in  the  Petoskey  public 
schools,  and  a  reception  tendered  to  the  pioneers  and 
guests  of  the  Society  bespoke  the  wann  interest  as 
well  as  the  hospitality  of  the  citizens  of  Petoskey. 

The  meeting  resulted  in  a  score  of  memberships  in 
the  State  Societv  and  in  a  new  interest  in 
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historical  materials  in  this  section,  from  which  the 
State  has  ah'eady  reaped  a  goodly  harvest. 

The  forty-second  annual  meeting  of  the  Society, 
held  in  the  Senate  Chamber  in  Lansing  May  24  and 
25,  was  one  of  the  most  largely  attended  by  merr/:jers 
from  otitside  of  Lansing  in  many  years.  This  vras 
due  in  part  to  the  vigorous  work  of  the  Commiission 
to  reach  all  counties  by  correspondence  and  urge  the 
sending  of  delegates  to  report  on  the  v\'ork  of  the  local 
organizations  and  to  discuss  ways  and  m.eans  for  iriore 
efficient  cooperation  among  Alicliigan  historical 
workers. 

The  following  papers  were  read:  Judge  Rollin  H. 
Person  (Lansing),  .4  Tribuic  to  Vvilliavd  A.  Fktc'ticr, 
First  Chief  Justice  of  the  Michigan  Supreme  Court;  Mr. 
William  L.  Clements  (Bay  City),  A.  Tribute  to  The  late 
Judge  Isaac  Marstou;  Mr.  Jonathan  L.  Snyder  (East 
Lansing),  Pres-Emeritus,  Michigan  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, Natiojial  Aid  to  Education  in  Michigan;  Professor 
David  Friday  (Anm  Arbor),  IHstorical  Pliases  of  Rail- 
road Problems  in  Michigan;  Miss  Stie  L  Sillintan 
(Three  Rivers),  Historian  Abiel  Fehows  Chapter.  D. 
A.  R.,  Pioneers  of  Southern  Michigaii  in  1846;  Very 
Rev.  F.  X. -Earth,  A.  M.  (Escanaba),  Dean  of  Delta 
and  Schoolcraft  Cotmties,  The  Field  for  the  Historian 
in  the  Upper  Peninsula;  Governor  \Yoodbridge  X. 
Ferris,  The  Spirit  of  the  Times, 

The  bust  of  John  Davis  Pierce,  first  Stiperintencent 
of  Pttblic  Instrtiction,  vriiich  was  presented  to  the 
Society  by  the  teachers  of  ^lichigan,  was  tmveiled 
with  appropriate  ceremony.     The  presentation  of  :he 


AXXUAL     R  IMPORT  33 

bust  on  behalf  of  the  teachers  was  marie  by  Mr.  John 
IsL  ]\Iunson  of  the  Department  of  Pnl)]ic  Instruction. 
The  music  throughout  the  program  was  excellent. 

The  success  of  the  Petoskey  meeting  and  the  grow- 
ing conviction  of  the  need  of  work  in  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula, so  ably  set  forth  by  Farther  Barth  at  the  annual 
meeting,  led  the  State  Society  to  accept  an  invitation 
extended  by  the  Delta  County  Historical  Society  to 
hold  an  autumnal  meeting  at  Escanaba. 

This  meeting,  held  October  18  and  19,  was  quite  as 
enthusiastic  as  the  Petoskey  meeting.  The  large  High 
School  Auditoritun  was  repeatedly  filled.  Papers  of 
much  interest  pertaining  to  the  Upper  Peninsula  were 
read  as  follows:  IMr.  .-'dvah  L.  Sawyer  (Menominee), 
The  Forests  of  the  Upper  Peiiiiisida  and  iJieir  Place  in 
History;  rvir.  F.  H.  Van  Cleve  (Escanaba),  Hie  History 
of  Escanaba' s  Ore  Docks;  Professor  Lew  Allen  Chase, 
A.  I\I.  (Hougliton),  The  Keweena-w  Wateneay  and  the 
Copper  Tndiisiry:  ?\Ir.  H.  M.  Pov/ers  (Ontonagon), 
Roviiaiice  and  Adventure  in  Ontonagon  History;  ^Irs.  ■\1. 
A.  Breuckman  (Mackinac  Island),  Forts  and  Old 
Buildings  of  Mackinac  Tdand;  Mr.  J.  P.  ^IcColl 
(Escanaba),  llic  Early  History  of  Delta  Coujity;  Hon. 
Edwin  O.  V\'ood  (New  York  City),  Father  Marquette 
at  ^Uchiliniackijiac;  Mr.  G.  T.  Werline  (Escanaba), 
Early  HigJneays  and  Mail  Routes  in  tJie  Upper  Feniri- 
sula;  Rev.  Vvm.  Gagneur,  S.  J.,  (Sault  Ste.  ]\larie), 
Indian  Geograpiiical  Xanws  in  the  Upper  Fenijisula 
ajid  Their  Interpretation..  The  specially  fine  musical 
numbers  were  enjoyed  Vw*  all. 

Airs.    I\L    B.    Fcrrey   gave   al   this   meeting   an   in- 
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Spiring  talk  upon  her  trip  through  the  Upper  Penin- 
sula made  during  three  weeks  immediately  preceding 
it  which  included  most  of  the  large  cities  east  of  the 
Copper  Country.  From  all  parts  which  she  visited 
she  heard  earnest  and  appealing  demands  for  more 
attention  by  the  Com^massion  and  the  Society  to  the 
historical  interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula.  Governor 
Ferris,  who  gave  one  of  his  usual  inspiring  addresses 
to  an  audience  which  taxed  the  capacity  of  the  hall, 
laid  great  emphasis  upon  this  duty,  as  did  also  Father 
Barth  in  his  address  of  welcome  to  the  Society. 

Since  this  meeting  was  held  the  Upper  Peninsula 
Development  Bureau  has  conducted  a  prize  contest 
in  local  history  among  the  3^oung  people  of  the  Penin- 
sula similar  to  that  conducted  by  the  Commission  for 
the  whole  of  the  State.  The  historical  interest  shown 
appears  to  warrant  the  holding  of  a  meeting  each  year 
above  the  Straits.  '  - 

In  addition  to  assistance  rendered  to  the  Pioneer 
and  Historical  Societ}^  the  Commission  has  aided  local 
societies  in  comanemorating  anniversaries  of  historical 
events  and  in  marking  historic  sites.  It  has  prepared 
bibliographies  on  special  subjects  relating  to  Michigan 
history  and  furnished  suggestions  to  libraries,  schools 
and  colleges  for  historical  work,  and  has  undertaken 
cooperative  work  with  the  Historical  Societies  and 
Commissions  of  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Indiana 
and  Illinois  in  calendaring  papers  in  the  State  De- 
partment at  Washington  which  bear  upon  the  history 
of  the  Old  Northwest. 


